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THE  NEMIZ  BATTLEFRONT 
HOUSING  VS.  ARTS  VS.  JOBS 


R.A.P.  CHILLS  OUT 
MISSION  MEANS  STREETS 

LATE  NIGHT  SPORTS  BECOME 
A REAL  ALTERNATIVE 


by  Brian  Doohan 

Not  long  ago,  the  lonely  wail  of 
railroad  whistles  sounded  in  the  night  of  the 
East  Mission  where,  now,  only  intermittent 
screams  from  broken-into  cars  of  theatre 
patrons  disturb  the  calm  of  rubble-strewn  sites 
like  that  of  the  recently  shut  down  cement 
works  at  17th  and  Harrison. 

“Over  the  course  of  the  last  twenty-five 
years,”  declares  a business  assessment  study 
prepared  by  the  Mission  Economic 
Development  Association  (MEDA)  last 
November,  “the  Mission  has  lost  several  large 
firms  which  provided  thousands  of  decent 
paying  jobs...  Best  Foods  (145  jobs  lost), 
Koret  (300  jobs),  Hamms  Brewery,  U S.  Steel, 
Pioneer  Trunk  Factory  and  the  Cement 
Factory,  to  name  a few." 

Most  of  these  losses  occurred  in  what 
City  planners  are  calling  the  Northeast 
Mission  Industrial  Zone  (NEMIZ),  an  area 
bordered  by  Potrero,  South  Van  Ness,  the 
Central  Freeway  at  13th  Street  and  20th  Street 
(but,  officially,  including  enclaves  as  far  west 
as  Valencia  and  a “tail”  stretching  south  down 
Harrison  to  24th). 

Consequently,  the  City  Planning 
Commission  is  currently  considering  the 
rezoning  of  the  area  to  allow  for  other  uses.  It 
has  already  issued  a “Planning  Issues  Paper" 
detailing  options  and,  on  February  19th,  held 
the  first  two  public  hearings,  designed  to  elicit 
information  as  to  what  the  Mission’s  preferred 
uses  might  be. 

These  hearings,  chaired  by  City  Planner 
Angelica  Chiong  and  members  of  the  Mayor’s 
Task  Force  on  the  Mission  revealed  deep 
divisions  already  existing  within  the 
community,  portending  that  the  NEMIZ  is  to 
be  the  object  of  a four-way  struggle  waged  by 

1)  job  development  (or  retention)  advocates, 

2)  artists,  3)  supporters  of  non-profit  and/or 
low-income  housing  and  4)  developers  of 
market  rate,  for-profit  housing  and  their  allies 


among  the  adjacent  neighborhood's 
homeowning  and  business  communities. 

THE  PLAYERS 

Employment:  In  comparing  employment 
sectors  in  the  NEMIZ  between  1974  and  1991, 
MEDA’s  study  found  that  the  percentage  of 
service-  related  jobs  in  the  neighborhood  rose 
from  24  to  42%  while  manufacturing,  retail, 
wholesale  and  construction  all  declined. 

“We  need  an  Industrial  Protection  Zone 
for  the  Mission,”  declared  Ricardo  Noguera  of 
MEDA  at  the  February  19th  morning  session, 
adding  that  the  zone  could  include  live  work 
artists,  but  would  restrict  housing 
development  to  west  of  Folsom  Street.  Citing 
the  traffic  and  noise  problems  with  the 
recently  folded  Pay  n’Pak  and  its  soon-to-be 
successor  Food  For  Less,  he  concluded  "you 
can't  have  a BiRite  Foods  warehouse  adjacent 
to  residential  housing.” 

Artists-  "My  concern  is  that  artists  will  be 
forgotten  if  they  don’t  stick  their  necks  out,” 
says  Frances  Phillips  of  Intersection,  chair  of 
the  MTFM’s  arts  subcommittee. 

When  the  first  murmurings  of  industrial 
exodus  began  twenty  years  ago,  artists  found 
the  disused  buildings  suitable  for  live/work 
space.  Those  that  were  able  to  purchase  their 
buildings  (like  Project  Artaud)  survived. 
Many  more  fell  victim  to  the  speculative  real 
estate  market  and  Phillips  contends  that  if 
major  market  rate  housing  development 
occurs  in  the  NEMIZ,  the  last  hope  of 
retaining  a San  Francisco  arts  community  will 
vanish. 

To  maintain  affordability  in  the  NEMIZ, 
Phillips  thinks  most  artists  would  prefer  to  put 
up  with  the  travails  of  a mixed-use  industrial 
community.  "There's  a tendency  for  artists  to 
prefer  industrial  uses  to  housing,"  she  said, 
“and  affordable  housing  to  market  rate 
housing  " 


by  Victor  Miller 

^Vt  first  glance  it  looks  like  an  ordinary 
basketball  game  being  played  by  a group  of 
Latino  teenagers  as  their  buddies  and 
girlfriends  watch.  But  this  game  is  being 
played  at  11  PM  Friday  night  by  kids  who 
would  normally  be  aimlessly  cruising  the  24th 
Street  area  and,  all  too  often,  clashing  with 
rival  groups. 

This  basketball  game  is  also  being 
played  in  the  immense  second  floor 
gymnasium  of  the  Mission  Recreation 
Center  at  a time  when  the  facility  would 
be  locked  up  and  unused. 

This  is  the  first  step  in  an  18  month 
process  that  will  see  the  youth  service 
organization  RAP  (Real  Alternatives 
Program)  and  the  Department  of  Park  and 
Recreation  enter  into  joint  management  of 
the  21st  and  Harrison  Street  facility. 


The  proposed  cooperative  management 
of  the  facility  would  transform  an 
underutilized  $5  million  facility  into  a 
multiservice  center  for  Mission  youth, 
providing  educational  and  job  counseling 
as  well  as  a late  night  recreational  option 
to  the  emptiness  and  violence  of  the 
streets. 

The  impetus  for  this  plan  comes 
from  community  outrage  at  the  fatal 
shooting  of  13  year  old  Bayron  Alvarado 
on  January  11th.  Bayron  allegedly  joined 
the  11th  Street  Gang  on  the  night  of  his 
death.  After  he  and  a group  of  friends 
were  held  and  questioned  by  the  SFPD 
they  were  attacked  and  Bayron  was  killed 
three  blocks  from  Mission  Station  19 
year  old  Juan  Carlas  Sanchez,  an  alleged 
member  of  the  rival  Bryant  Street  Gang  is, 
after  being  arrested  and  released  for  the 
CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  4 
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NEIGHBORS  ORGANIZE 
TO  SAVE  DOLORES  PARK 


by  Victor  Miller 

^/ver  150  residents  of  the  Dolores 
Park  area  filled  the  Golden  Gale  Lutheran 
church  on  February  22nd  to  demand  an  end  to 
violence  and  aggressive  drug  dealing  in  the 
park. 

The  newly  organized  Coalition  for 
Dolores  had  planned  for  the  meeting  to 
break  up  into  small  workshop  groups,  but 
so  many  of  those  attending  the  meeting 
insisted  on  venting  their  anger  in  front  of 
the  larger  group,  this  plan  became 
impossible. 

Long  time  neighbors  of  the  park 
proceeded  to  express  both  outrage  and  a 
good  deal  of  cynicism.  One  resident 
called  the  park  a "24  hour  a day  drug 
supermarket”.  Another  said  this  same  type 
of  organizing  effort  had  been  tried  three 
years  ago  and  residents  were  told  by  the 
police  their  complaints  were  petty. 

A woman  who  said  she  had  lived  by 
the  park  for  31  years  said  “it's  the  same 
old  crap”.  Other  speakers  were  more 
optimistic  and  suggested  that  a series  of 
special  events  in  the  park  with  theater 
groups  such  as  the  S.F.  Mime  Troupe 
would  have  the  effect  of  reclaiming  the 
park  for  family  use  and  push  the  drug 
dealers  out. 

John  Cuerva,  representing  the  Mayor’s 
office,  told  the  group  to  lobby  city  hall  to 


keep  the  recently  instituted  mounted  police 
and  motorcycle  patrols  _ Sergeant  Larry 
Ratti  of  Mission  Station,  one  of  six  police 
officers  attending  the  meeting,  complained 
that,  in  spite  of  an  increased  number  of 
arrests,  the  courts  simply  weren  t 
prosecuting  vigorously.  “Only  77%  of  our 
cases  get  to  court,"  said  Ratti. 

Liz  Schiff.  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  meeting,  told  the  News  that,  in  the 
last  six  months,  the  number  of  dealers  had 
mushroomed  from  just  a handful  to  20  or 
more.  Dealers  have  also  grown 

increasingly  bold,  according  to  Schiff,  who 
said  “People  driving  by  slow  down  just  to 
make  a turn  and  these  people  come  up 
their  windows  trying  to  sell  them  drugs." 

Schiff  also  said  that  Captain  John 
Newlin,  driving  to  a January  19th  meeting 
in  an  unmarked  car,  but  in  full  uniform, 
was  accosted  by  drug  dealers  as  he  was 
parking  his  car.  The  Captain  was  not 
amused. 

Although  the  meeting  did  not  break 
up  into  specific  work  groups  on  Youth 
Advocacy.  Drugs,  Beautification  and 
Safety,  as  planned,  park  neighbors  and 
Coalition  organizer  John  Fahey  felt  the 
meeting  was  a success  "because  what  we 
got  form  people  was  a commitment  to 
change”. 

The  issue  of  violence  in  the  park  is, 
of  course,  relative  to  the  rest  of  the 


Mission.  For  the  five  police  reporting 
areas  that  include  Dolores  Park  and  16 
blocks  in  the  surrounding  neighborhood, 
there  were  102  assaults  and  45  robberies 
in  1991.  By  comparison,  the  single 
reporting  area  of  four  blocks  centered  at 
16th  and  Mission  had  207  assaults  and 
129  robberies. 

The  Saturday  meeting  ended  with 
about  half  the  crowd  marching  through  the 
park  with  signs  reading  “parks  for  picnics 
not  pushers"  and  "no  more  drugs", 
accompanied  by  several  cops.  They  passed 
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within  ten  feet  of  what  had  to  be  the 
three  stupidest  dealers  on  the  earth,  who 
were  immediately  arrested. 

The  Coalition  for  Dolores  Park  plans 
to  meet  again  on  Saturday,  March  21st,  ai 
2 PM  at  the  Golden  Gate  I^nheran 
Church  at  601  Dolores. 

COVER 

SHOOTER 

This  month's  cover  photo  is  the  work 
of  11  year  old  Alvarado  Elementary 
School  student  Walter  Sanchez.  The  photo 
is  of  his  brother.  Walter  likes  soft  ball, 
pizza  and  hanging  out  at  the  Boys  and 
Girls'  Club  at  21st  and  Alabama,  where  he 
participates  in  the  photography  program. 

The  New  Mission  News  cover  images 
will  regularly  feature  photographic  work 
done  by  youth  in  the  Mission  as  part  of 
the  Youth  Photo  Program  at  the  SF  B&G 
Club,  Mission  Branch,  and  Columbia  Park 
Boys’  Club. 
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crime,  once  again  in  custody  for  the  murder. 

Following  the  incident,  RAP  organized 
the  Bayron  Alvarado  Response  Committee 
to  mobilize  support  for  a stepped-up 
campaign  against  street  violence  and  to 
seek  long-term  solutions  to  the  problems 
of  Mission  District  youth.  The  seven 
week  period  between  Bayron 's  murder  and 
the  Friday  night  opening  of  Mission 
Recreation  Center  has  been  one  of  anxiety 
and  crisis,  but  the  end  result  has  been 
positive." 

Because  the  seriousness  of  the 
situation  has  been  acknowledged  by  all 
parlies,  the  pace  of  events  since  Bayron’s 
murder  has  been  rapid.  TTie  Department 
of  Park  and  Recreation  has  moved  quickly 
to  hire  additional  staff  to  keep  Mission 
Rec  Center  open,  only  to  sec  all  three  of 
these  positions  frozen  in  the  midst  of  San 
Francisco’s  ever-evolving  budget  crisis...  an 
appeal  to  veteran  City  Hall  hand  Hadley 
Roff  of  the  Mayor's  Office  led  to  an 
unfreezing  of  the  positions.  In  the 

interim.  St  Anthony’s  Parish  generously 
donated  use  of  their  gym  at  Army  and 
Shotwell. 

While  facilities  were  being  arranged, 

the  more  difficult  problem  of  maintaining 
peace  on  the  streets  was  undertaken.  RAP 
staff  held  a scries  of  mediation  sessions 
between  representatives  of  the  Bryant  and 
11th  Street  groups  that  led  to  a three  part 
truce  agreement:  1)  no  use  of  guns,  2)  no 
attacking  the  families  of  rival  gang 
members,  and  3)  all  fights  to  be 

one-on-one  only. 

In  the  week  that  preceded  the 

February  28th  late  night  opening  of  the 
Mission  Rec  Center,  the  truce  was  severely 
strained  by  a serious  of  violent  clashes 
between  the  gangs  that  reached  their  peak 
on  Thursday,  the  27th. 

RAP’s  outreach  and  gang  prevention 
component,  CALLES,  is  headed  by  Ray 
Balbcron  who,  by  the  evening  of  Friday, 
February  28th,  was  a bit  wearied  from  a 
week  of  putting  out  brushlires  of  violence. 
Now,  he’d  learned  that  the  Rec  Center 
would  not  be  available  until  10  PM,  and 
he  and  six  other  RAP  staff  would  have  to 
keep  35-40  gang  members  together  for 
three  hours. 

As  everybody  waits  around,  a huge 
shipment  of  burritos  donated  by  Tacqueria 
La  Cumbre  arrives  at  the  overcrowded 
RAP  offices;  they  don’t  last  long.  Balberon 
decides  to  cruise  Twin  Peaks  and, 

rounding  up  every  available  vehicle,  gets 
everyone  aboard  and  roars  off. 

A few  minutes  after  10  the  caravan 
arrives  at  the  Rec  Center,  still  intact.  "We 
told  them  to  stick  it  out  to  show  that  they 
supported  RAP  in  getting  the  gym  and 
they  did,”  says  an  obviously  relieved 
Balbcron 

The  program  is  off  the  ground  - but 
just  barely.  This  first  group  of  teens 

constituted  less  than  half  the  membership 
of  one  of  six  Mission  District  Latin  gangs 
The  basketball  game  is  good-natured,  but 


it  is  between  members  of  the  same  group. 
The  day  when  rival  gangs  settle  their 
disputes  in  sporting  competitions  or  even 
the  day  when  such  interaction  can  even 
take  place  without  violence  is  still  in  the 
future. 

RAP  is  currently  providing  liaison 
services  between  the  community  and  the 
Youth  Guidance  Center,  a drug  and  HIV 
education  project  and  an  alternative  9th 
grade  education  program,  the  RAP  School 
30  yearold  R A P.  executive  director  Mitchell 


* 


assigned  to  work  part  time  with  RAP  and 
the  Bayron  Avarado  Response  Committee. 

Hernandez  was  bom  and  raised  in  the 
Mission  and  remembers  the  be -bopping 
gangs  of  the  late  50s  and  early  60s,  such 
as  the  Warlords  and  Bandidos,  who  wore 
black  clothes,  black  pointed  shoes  and 
ducktail  haircuts.  Hernandez  sees  today’s 
gangs,  composed  almost  entirely  of  Central 
American  youth,  as  posing  some  different 
and  more  severe  problems  than  gangs  of 
the  past. 

‘‘They  arrive  with  less  formal 
education  than  their  predecessors.  The 
problem  is  not  that  they  are  not  literate  in 


it 


MORE  THAN  JUST  A GAME  PHOTO  BY  FRANCES  BARAJAS-LONA 


Salazar,  sees  the  need  for  a much  greater 
effort. 

Salazar  has  been  busy  trying  to 
organize  the  diverse  city  agencies  that 
would  - once  RAP  establishes  itself  at 
Mission  Rec  Center  - create  a 
one-stop-shop  for  youth  services.  This 
would  include  participation  from  Park  and 
Recreation,  Youth  Guidance  Center,  the 
Dept,  of  Health  and  the  Dept,  of  Social 
Services.  Salazar  says  the  coordination  of 
these  agencies  will  be  the  single  most 
difficult  task  in  transforming  the  Rec 
Center  over  the  next  year  and  a half. 

In  Salazar’s  view  the  social  service 
component  is  crucial:  "The  reality  is  that, 
without  jobs  and  education,  these  kids  will 
continue  to  be  involved  in  the  same  crazy 
activity  that  they  are  now  ’’  Salazar  is  not 
happy  with  the  level  of  resources  available 
and  the  scope  of  the  problem.  Right  now 
we’re  just  doing  intervention  - we  must 
start  doing  prevention.” 

Bob  Hernandez,  a mental  health  social 
worker  who  deals  with  youth  has,  along 
with  co-worker  Esperanza  Echeverria,  been 


English,  but  that  they  are  not  literate  in 
Spanish  either,”  says  Hernandez.  He 
points  out  that  institutions  such  as  Mission 
Education  Center,  which  served  in  the  past 


to  acculturate  new  groups,  have  been 
defunded. 

"These  kids  also  come  with  the 
trauma  of  war.  Those  actively  involved  in 
a shooting  war  in  cither  El  Salvador  or 
Nicaragua  will  tend  to  be  more  iolent, 
because  violence  is  the  only  way  they 
know  to  resolve  disputes, 

Hernandez  says  this  unique  set  of 
circumstances  makes  these  kids  different 
from  cither  other  Latino  kids  of  the  same 
age  estranging  them  and  forcing  them 
into  gangs  as  a means  of  self  defense. 
Further  complicating  the  problem  is  that 
these  young  people  and  (heir  families 
come  from  countries  without  any  tradition 
of  social  services  - only  the  rich,  the  poor 
and  the  charity  of  the  church.  Families 
have  little  knowledge  of  how  to  use  what 
help  is  available  and,  at  the  same  time, 
few  programs  are  geared  to  the  special 
needs  of  these  families  and,  especially, 
kids. 

Hernandez  sees  the  problem  as 
worsening  as  more  and  more  families  from 
El  Salvador  and  Nicaragua  come  to  the 
U.S.  "The  war  in  Central  America  has 
come  home  to  roost  here  in  San 
Francisco.  Our  military  policy  has  been 
the  main  force  driving  these  families  here 
It’s  going  to  get  worse,”  he  predicts, 
“because  the  post-war  recession  in  Central 
America  is  so  devastating,  and  the  millions 
of  dollars  promised  by  the  United  State 
for  reconstruction  has  never  materialized.” 

Ever  given  this  rather  pessimistic 
scenario,  the  two  hour  late  night  basketball 
session  still  seems  a rare  achievement...  an 
important  first  step  in  the  right  direction 
away  from  violence 

HELP  OUT 

RAP  is  seeking  community  support 
for  the  new  program  to  be  launched  at  the 
Mission  Recreation  Center.  Volunteers  are 
needed  to  participate  in  recreational  sports 
activities  on  Friday  and  Saturday  evenings, 
including  basketball  and  the  development 
of  a neighborhood  soccer  league.  In 
addition,  donations  of  any  type  of  athletic 
equipment  - balls,  uniforms,  nets  or  VCRs 
- would  be  welcome. 

CALL  RAP  at  282-9984 


MELA  I 


PAT,  WARREN,  PAMELA 
AND  JOANNE 

INVITE  YOU  TO 

CELEBRATE 
PATRICK’S  DAY 

AT  THE  DOVRE  CLUB 
3541  - 3.8th  St. 

TUESDAY,  MARCH  17th 


Ml  !•! 


MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 

• Color  and  Black  & White  Developing 

• Camera  Sales  and  Camera  Repairs 

• Dark  Room  Supplies 

• Retouching  and  Hand  Coloring 

• Slides,  Prints,  Super  8 or  Regular  8 

Movies  onto  Video  Cassettes 

1089  Valencia  Street  (near  22nd) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  641-8396 
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THE  PROCESS 


Non-profit  housing:  "Let's  distinguish 

between  safe,  affordable  housing  and 
preserving  crack  houses  and  flop  houses," 
says  Maryann  Dillon,  the  director  of  the 
Mission  Housing  Development  Corporation 
(MHDC)  who  co-chaired  the  two  meetings 
with  Chiong  and  spent  much  of  the  time 
warding  off  resistance  from  Mission 
merchants  and  residents  opposed  to 
low-income  housing.  “Nobody  will  be  an 
apologist  for  low-income  hotels,  they're 
degrading.” 

MHDC  has  been  responsible  for  several 
non-profit  ventures  in  the  Mission  such  as  the 
Maria  Aliria  apartments  on  the  16th  and 
Valencia  site  of  the  Gartland  Building, 
destroyed  in  an  arson  fire  in  1975  and,  along 
with  a number  of  other  non-profits,  sees  the 
Nemiz  as  a resource  for  affordable  housing. 

That  many  of  their  tenants  are 
low-income  and/or  minority  is  seen  as  a 
benefit  by  some  and  a blight  by  others,  one  of 
whom  is  apparently  Mayor  Jordan’s  new 
housing  director  Ted  Dienstfrey  who, 
according  to  “San  Francisco  Weekly"  is 
prepared  to  substantially  reduce,  if  not  cut  off 
entirely,  low  income  housing  funds. 

For-profit  housing:  The  morning  session 
was  attended  by  several  real-estate  developers 
who  kept  a fairly  low  profile,  but  also  seemed 
attuned  to  the  possibility  of  making  money. 

One  interesting  possibility  is  market-rate 
loft  housing,  not  necessarily  for  artists,  but  for 
the  attorneys,  ad  executives  and  other 
Financial  District  sorts  who  choose,  and  can 
afford,  a “lite”  version  of  the  “New  Bohemia” 
lifestyle  without  its  urban  drawbacks. 

THE  PUBLIC 

The  two  community  meetings  of 
February  16th,  one  scheduled  during  the  day, 
the  other  at  night,  were  designed  to  bring  out 
different  populations.  The  morning  session  at 
the  Eureka  Theater  attracted  a fair  sampling  of 
real  estate  developers,  local  businesses  and 
non  profit  agencies,  while  the  evening 
presentation  at  a school  at  Shotwell  and  22nd 
brought  out  proportionately  more  residents.  A 
number  of  live-work  artists  were  heard  and 
seen  at  both  of  the  meetings. 

Other  than  a slide  show  that  failed  to 
work  at  either  session,  Chiong  generally 
expressed  pleasure  at  the  outcome.  "I  think 
there  was  a consensus  to  maintain  a mixed  use 
and  to  promote  the  arts,”  she  said,  following 
the  two  hearings.  Indeed,  voices  were 
frequently  raised  but  serious  violence  did  not 
transpire.  However,  the  real  consensus  may 
be  less  a genuine  desire  for  mixed  use  than  a 
coming-to-gnps  with  reality  that  no  one  use 
can  dominate  on  its  own. 

One  of  the  few  real  consensus  positions 
was  that  a visible  public  presence  would  lead 
to  safer  streets.  “The  more  people  moving 
around,  the  safer  the  neighborhood  is,” 
suggested  Hilda  Bernstein,  MTFM  Chair, 
seconded  by  representatives  of  the  theatre 
community  who  cited  a steady  decline  in 
patronage  due  to  “crime  and  emptiness". 

“People  don't  want  to  come  here  and 
expose  their  bodies  and  property  to  what  goes 
on  in  the  Mission,”  agreed  one  participant. 

“Deserted  streets  discourage  people  from 
usage,”  Bernstein  argued.  “The  Mission  is  a 
potential  tourist  attraction.  There’s  money 
here.  There  are  jobs  here.” 

Artists  presented  a much  less  unified 
front,  with  a couple  of  emigres  from  New 
York  City  getting  into  a near -shouting  match 
over  Gotham’s  planning  policies.  One,  who 
apparently  rolled  West  across  the  country  after 
being  thrown  out  of  SoHo  attacked 
Bernstein’s  plan  as  leading  to  gentrification 
and  evictions.  “You  say  you  want  a tourist 
attraction  but  everybody  who  lives  there  will 
be  turned  out.” 

But  another  woman  from  Greenwich 
Village  recalled  how  nice  that  neighborhood  is 
and  said  that  the  NEMIZ  could  use  a little 
gentrifying.  The  resultant  dialogue  brought 
grumbling  from  a row  of  baseball-hatted  men 
in  blue  shins  with  naroetags...  “Let’s  listen  to 
what  the  Planning  Commission  has  to  say.  I 
don’t  want  to  listen  to  artists.” 

Some  of  the  business  people  expressed 
concern  over  the  so-called  “Airport 
Syndrome"  in  which  affluent  people  moving 
in  next  to  messy  industrial  uses  try  to  get 
government  to  shut  business  down.  "Anyone 


who  moves  into  an  area  like  this  has  to  know 
there’ll  be  noise.  If  not,  they’re  pretty  stupid.” 
“But  that  still  won't  stop  them  from 
complaining,"  another  predicted. 

In  addition  to  the  heat,  however,  light 


the  discussion  also  included  planning  for 
art-related  retail  and  commercial  spaces, 
community  gardens  and  the  likelihood  of  light 
rail  transit.  Inevitably,  however,  most  of  the 
discussion  centered  on  the  question  of  who 
will  be  allowed  to  stay  in  the  NEMIZ  and 
who’ll  have  to  go. 

Artaud  resident  Sando  Counts  stated  that 
the  NEMIZ  was  not  a vacuum,  it  was  already 


Who  will  be  in  position  to  bid  on  the 
NEMIZ  is,  in  fact,  at  the  heart  of  the  rezoning 
controversy.  Not  the  artists...  the  Madrina 
Group,  for  example,  does  not  have  funds  to 
purchase  Best  Foods  and,  according  to 
Frances  Phillips,  is  hoping  the  owners  will 
donate  the  building  to  them. 

And  probably  not  business.  Although 
MEDA  has  been  funded  to  look  into  job 
development  the  long-term  future  of  industrial 
uses  is  unsteady,  at  best.  Some,  such  as 
Schenkopp  hold  out  a possibility  for 
high-tech  uses  coming  into  the  neighborhood, 
but  the  combination  of  recession  and  plans  to 
target  Mission  Bay’s  commercial  space  for 
such  users  make  that  equally  risky. 

Non-profit  housing  doesn’t  have  money 
either.  State  and  Federal  funds  have  steadily 
dried  up  and  Mayor  Jordan’s  new  Housing 
Director  Ted  Dienstfrey  reportedly  told  S.F. 
Weekly  that  he  would  refuse  to  apply  for 
matching  Federal  grants  as  contradictory  to  his 
personal  belief  in  the  free  market  system. 

That  leaves  for-profit  housing,  loft  and 
commercial  developers  whose  financing 
options  have  been  limited  by  the  recession- 
induced  money  squeeze. 

Chiong  notes  that,  despite  hard  times  that  tend 
to  let  the  large  properties  sit  vacant,  some 
smaller  lots  arc  being  so  developed. 

In  this  latter  case,  artists,  affordable 
housing  and  employment  advocates  will  be 
backed  into  the  unsavory  option  of  either 
allowing  the  NEMIZ  to  be  sold  out  from 
under  them,  or  of  years  of  guerrilla  conflict 
against  the  developers  and  their  residential 
allies  tired  of  the  NEMIZ’s  status  as  a decrepit 
wasteland.  Asked  her  position  on  market  rate 
housing,  Maryann  Dillon  carefully  said  she’d 
probably  oppose  “some  developments". 

Recession  (or  to  those  who’ve  lost  their 
jobs,  depression)  is  an  ugly  thing,  but  it  has 
given  the  NEMIZ  a gift  of  time...  time  to  sort 
its  priorities,  launch  a few  low-cost,  low-risk 
trial  balloons,  and  time  to  tiptoe  through  the 
bureaucratic  tulips. 


CEMENT  WORKS  - SYMBOL  OF  INDUSTRIAL  DECLINE,  WITH  JOB-DEPLETED 
KORET  IN  BACKGROUND  PHOTO  BY  NAJIB  JOE  HAKIM 


was  generated  in  the  form  of  inquiries  about 
subdivision  policies,  traffic  patterns  parking 
and  the  impact  of  KQED’s  move  to  nearby 
18th  Street. 

A real  estate  developer  noted  that  the 
surviving  industrial  uses,  with  their  attendant 
problems  like  truck  deliveries  in  the  middle  of 
the  night  inhibited  growth.  “You  can’t  put 
low  income  housing  next  to  uses  that  high  end 
condominiums  don’t  want.  But  if  it  is  a 
gentrified  area  in  years  to  come,  then  yeah.” 

“I  don’t  think  anybody’s  talking  about 
mass  housing  rezoning,"  Dillon  of  MHDC 
replied.  “Nobody’s  going  to  build  a luxury 
condo  next  to  a cement  factory." 

This  prompted  an  angry  exchange 
between  the  Greenwich  Village  artist  and  a 
board  member  of  St.  Peter’s  Housing 
Committee,  which  serves  largely  Latino 
tenants.  “I'd  like  to  see  higher  income 
housing  in  the  Mission  to  create  economic 
balance,”  the  artist  told  Chiong.  “The  last 
Mayor  looked  on  the  Mission  as  a dumping 
ground  for  low-income  housing.” 

“This  area  has  a potential  to  be  gentrified 
with  upper  inoome  live  work  spaces,”  warned 
the  St.  Peter’s  representative,  “and  1 would  not 
like  long-term  low-income  residents  to  be 
displaced  " 

“What  concerns  me  is  that  the  buzzword 
of  gentrification  is  only  being  used  in  a 
negative  way,"  said  panelist  and  MTFM 
Economic  Development  Committee  Chair 
Richard  Schcncopp.  “If  you  want  a better  life 
style  in  the  Mission,  you  need  to  be  more 
realistic  about  the  mix  We  want  to  elevate 
everybody’s  life  style  in  the  Mission.” 

The  evening  session  brought  a different 
mix  with  fewer  business  representatives  and 
more  residents,  predominantly  homeowners, 
many  of  whom  expressed  no  particular 
sympathy  with  MEDA’s  goal  of  retaining 
noisy  and  dirty  industrial  uses  or  MHDC’s 
housing  agenda  "The  Mission  has  been 
overloaded  with  low  income  housing  and 
other  problems,  not  new  business  and  market 
rate  housing,”  said  a representative  of  the  Save 
the  Mission  Coalition  "Middle  class  people 
are  not  thought  about  here.  We  get  dumped 
on  because  the  City  thinks  we’re  a low  income 
area.  That’s  not  what  we  are. 

“We  get  drugs  and  prostitution  and 
panhandling  like  you  wouldn’t  believe. 
We’ve  had  more  parolees  than  you’d  want  to 
believe.  The  City  is  the  real  slum  landlord.” 

The  parolee  issue  was  also  addressed  by 
Hilda  Bernstein  who  said  that  were  over  a 
thousand  parolees  released  from  prison  to 
neighborhoods  like  the  Mission.  Other 
general  complaints  about  crime,  police 
cutbacks  and  liquor  enforcement  were  not 
directly  relevant  to  the  planning  process  but 


occupied  and  “a  lot  of  developers  would  like 
to  turn  the  area  into  another  South  of  Market 
with  a lot  of  yuppie  lofts.” 

“I  think  you  want  to  lower  the  property 
values  so  live  work  becomes  viable,"  one  man 
accused  Chiong.  “That  sounds  like  down- 
zoning to  me.  You  could  have  more  yuppie 
lofts,  what’s  wrong  with  that?” 


Fees  include  a two- 
hour  weekly  class,  all 
materials,  and  additional 
studio  time 

» For  more  information,  call  431-6296 

NEW  CLASSES  BEGIN 
APRIL  6th 
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MAELSTROM 

BOOKS 


New  Books  Daily 
Reasonable  Prices 


572  Valencia  St. 
(between  16th  & 17th  Sts.) 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
863-9933 


OUR  HOURS: 
Noon  - 7 
Seven  days  a week 


577  Valencia  Street 
255-7612 

BEST  STEAK  SANDWICH 
IN  THE  MISSION  - ONLY  $3.50! 


SALTADfTO  (Steak,  Onions.  Rice  & Beans) 

4.75 

STEAK  8c  CHICKEN  TACO 

CHARCOAL  BROLED  HAMBURGERS 

CHEESEBURGERS 

GUACAMOLE  BURGER 

FAJITAS  (STEAK  OR  CHICKEN) 

4 00 

SHIS  KEBAK  STEAK  OR  CHICKEN 

(with  rice  and  beans) 

STEAK  BURRITOS 

VEGETARIAN  BURRITOS 

CHICKEN  BURRITO 

RICE.  BEANS  8c  SALSA 

QUESADILLAS  (2) 

WE’LL  SEE  YOU  SOON  ! 


PlCKUPORDERS  TOO 


MON  - FRI 
SAT 


11:30  AM  - 8 PM 
12  00  M - 7 PM 


RENOVATION  WILL  CLOSE 
MISSION  LIBRARY  IN  1993 
w 


hile  San  Francisoo  City  budget  cuts 
for  1992-93  threaten  library  services  citywide, 
the  City’s  library  brainlrust  is  committing  its 
under-funded  budget  to  support  a $7,000,000 
library  computer  system. 

Closer  to  home,  library  planners  are 
proceeding  with  Mission  Library  building 
expansion  and  renovation  plans  which  will 
add  $750,000  of  fresh  bond  debt. 

Mission  Library  Branch  patrons 
previewed  the  expansion  and  remodeling 
plans  for  the  branch  at  two  community 
meetings  in  February. 

The  preliminary  plans  showcased  by 
librarians  and  City  architects  don’t  call  for  any 
significant  exterior  alterations  to  the  Andrew 
Carnegie  era  library  building  built  in  1915. 

In  1976,  according  to  Mark  Pious  of  City 
Planning,  the  Mission  Library  was  described 
in  a citywide  survey  as  “architecturally 
significant”  but  was  not  designated  a 
landmark  building. 

The  scantily  attended  meetings  still 
managed  to  find  a wide  range  of  opinions  on 
the  plans  presented  and  the  public  library’s 
direction. 

Hilda  Bernstein,  a Liberty  Hill  neighbor, 
suggested  planners  design  a street-level 
reading  room  annex  that  reminded  some 
listeners  of  the  popular  atrium  of  Cody’s 
Bookstore  in  Berkeley. 

Jorge  Hemdndez,  a Mission  District 
architect,  suggested  that  the  neighborhood 
could  use  a new  facility  altogether.  He 
suggested  a competition  among  architects  to 
arrive  at  the  best  design.  A similar 
development  procedure  was  employed  to  build 
the  Harold  Washington  Library  in  Chicago’s 
Loop. 

Current  expansion  plans  depend  on  the 
approval  of  a grant  proposal  to  the  State 
Librarian  for  S750.000.  The  branch  will  close 
in  1993  when  Mission’s  turn  arrives  for 
seismic  strengthening,  wheelchair  accessibility 
work  which  includes  the  installation  of  an 
elevator,  and  other  safety  improvements. 
Monies  from  the  Library  Improvement  Bond 
of  1988  have  been  allocated  for  the  project. 

Search  for  Temporary  Branch  Site 

Library  patrons  queries  about  opening  a 
temporary  neighborhood  library  facility 
during  the  shutdown  of  Mission  met  with 
encouraging  answers. 


Librarians  said  a community  advisory 
committee  would  be  tapped  to  find  a donated 
location.  The  Mission  Police  Station  on 
nearby  Valencia  St.  may  become  available  for 
use. 

However,  library  budget  cutbacks  for 
1992-93,  if  not  thwarted  by  library  backers, 
could  mean  that  the  Mission’s  unique 
collection  of  multilingual  materials  would  not 
be  as  available  at  a temporary  site  as  they  are 
now. 

Branch  libraries  citywide  may  have  two 
less  open  days  per  week,  according  to  a plan 
devised  by  library  administrators  at  the  behest 
of  the  Agnos  appointed  Library  Commission. 

Mission  Library’s  New  Interior 

Althea  Despotakis,  Director  of  Mission 
Head  Start,  noted  that  over  250  Head  Start 
pre-schoolers  regularly  attend  the  Children's 
Programs  at  the  branch.  Expansion  of  the 
Children’s  Reading  Room  and  creation  of 
separate  bathrooms  for  them  met  with  her 
enthusiastic  approval. 

Entry  to  the  building  after  remodeling 
will  be  from  the  Bartlett  Street  side  where  the 
circulation  desk  will  relocate.  Upstairs,  the 
adult  collection  floor  area  will  be  expanded 
when  the  old  central  stairway  is  replaced  by  a 
new  main  stairway  located  in  an  expanded 
building’s  southeast  comer.  City  architects 
will  use  this  change  to  effect  a seismic 
strengthening  of  the  mid-portion  of  the 
building. 

The  necessity  of  a proposed  community 
meeting  room,  albeit  capable  of  multiple  uses, 
was  met  with  some  disfavor  and  outright 
skepticism  about  its  utility.  Patrons  seemed  to 
prefer  more  books  and  the  tables  and  chairs 
where  they  could  read  them.  A consensus 
seemed  to  favor  expanding  the  Children’s 
Room  area  even  further  into  the  building  than 
the  library  planners  proposed. 

Finally,  a mezzanine  along  the  south  wall 
of  the  adult  floor  area  may  contain  tutor 
rooms,  a computer  lab,  or  just  plain  old 
reading  space  for  book  lovers. 

The  library  planners  will  present  their 
proposal  to  the  State  Librarian  and,  if  it  is 
approved,  come  back  to  the  neighborhood 
before  submitting  a final  plan  for  approval  to 
the  City’s  Library  Commission.  ■ 

by  Stephen  Pantos 


MINTA  ROBIN  REMEMBERED 


MINTA  ROBIN 
by  Elizabeth  Anello 

Our  neighbor,  Araminta  Aileen  Robin, 
died  on  January  13th  at  St.Luke’s  Hospital. 
Mrs.  Robin  lived  at  176  Julian  Avenue  for  53 
years.  She  was  a bundle  of  energy  and 
compassion,  a one-woman  neighborhood 
organization,  a native  Mother  Theresa. 

As  manager  of  the  apartments,  Mrs. 
Robin  was  a powerhouse,  protecting  the 


building  and  the  street.  She  swept  and  washed 
down  the  sidewalks,  kept  the  alley  free  of 
debris  by  raising  hell  with  the  negligent 
owners  of  Valencia  Street  properties,  and 
cursed  the  trees  when  we  planted  them 
because  their  falling  leaves  made  more  work 
for  her. 

In  extraordinary  times,  Mrs.  Robin  came 
through  like  a pro.  In  December,  1975,  for 
example,  when  twelve  people  perished  in  the 
arson  fire  at  the  adjacent  Gartland  Apartments 
and  we  watched,  helplessly,  as  people 
screamed  in  terror,  trapped  in  a flaming 
building  with  no  exit,  Mrs.  Robin  calmed  us 
with  cool  courage  and  what  I later  came  to 
know  as  her  characteristic  aplomb  in  the  face 
of  danger  and  tragedy. 

Named  after  a Hollywood  starlet  of  the 
time,  Araminta  Sutherland  was  bom  in 
Elmhurst,  Illinois  on  April  6,  1912  and  came 
to  San  Francisco  at  the  age  of  12  to  work  as  a 
nanny  for  the  feisty  Irish  matriarch,  Nora 
McCarthy.  She  came  of  age  in  the  midst  of 
the  McCarthy  clan  (an  exceptional  San 
Francisco  family  that  claims  as  its  members 
television  actress  Suzanne  Somers  and  the 
former  Police  Chief  Con  Murphy)  during  the 
1920s,  a boisterous  time  of  speakeasies  and 
bootleg  whiskey,  ice  cream  parlor  nightlife, 
follies,  jazz  and,  later,  the  Depression  and 
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announces  the  opening  of  its 

MIDDLE  SCHOOL 

September  1992 

For  more  information,  please  call  (415)  861-8840 


Located  at  Diamond  & 18th  Street 


VALENCIA  STREET  RAILROAD 


N&J  CAFE 

Continental  Cuisine 

BREAKFAST  • LUNCH  • DINNER 
• FOOD  TO  GO  • 

— Specializing  in  Pasta 
— and  Seafood 


Special  Breakfast  $1.99  • 8 am  - 11  am 

(2)  Sausages  or  (2)  Bacon  / (2)  Eggs  / English  Muffins 

OPEN  MON  - SAT  8 AM  - 9 PM  • CLOSED  SUN 
2162  Mission  St  (between  17th  & 18th)  • 863-5491 


labor  uprisings. 

In  1934,  she  married  Eugene  Robin,  a 
maker  of  syrup  for  ice  cream  parlors,  and  they 
raised  their  daughter  Carol  When  1 met  them 
in  1975,  their  satisfaction  with  life  was 
enhanced  by  the  leisure  of  retirement  and 
family;  their  daughter,  son-in-law  and  two 
grandchildren.  I stayed  in  the  apartment 
nearest  them  for  12  years,  enjoying  many 
evenings  of  storytelling  of  bygone  days...  their 
clear  enjoyment  of  life  in  the  present  made 
these  lively  conversations  about  the  past 
endlessly  delightful. 

Gene  died  shortly  before  our  own  son 
arrived,  a sad  loss  for  as.  Although  devastated 
by  the  loss  of  her  husband,  Mrs.Robin  helped 
us  with  infant-tending  and  toddler-watching 
and,  when  we  left  the  city  to  move  into  a 
home  of  our  own,  we  continued  as  friends. 
She  remained  very  dear  to  us  and  to  our  son. 

Over  the  years,  Mrs.  Robin  gave  of 


BENEFIT  FOR 
TIEMPO  LATINO  EDITOR 


IN  SOLIDARITY  WITH  A FRIEND 
FOR  TIIE  COMMUNITY 

On  Sunday,  March  15  (2  PM  - 6 PM)  at 
LA  RAZA  GRAPHICS  CENTER.  938 
Valencia  Street,  friends,  artists  and  musicians 
will  celebrate  a benefit-concert  in  solidarity 
with  Gonzalo  Vergclin,  Editor  of  Tiempo 
Latino  Newspaper  who  recently  suffered  a 
tragic  accident 

Ever  since  his  arrival  in  the  Mission,  this 
dynamic  journalist-  cultural  worker  and  father 


of  two  children  has  tirelessly  given  of  his  time 
and  efforts  in  behalf  of  our  community.  Yor 
are  invited  to  attend  this  memorable  event  and 
to  contribute  your  support  generously  to  help 
our  friend  in  this  hour  of  need  to  cover  his 
numerous  expenses. 

Entertainment  will  be  provided  by  Jorge 
Molina  and  Marginal  People,  Cuban  dancer 
Judith  Justiz,  Margarita  & Zacarias,  Grupo 
Obara  Afro-  Cuban  percussion  and  Ronald 
Rosario.  There  is  a $5  donation,  and  food  and 
drinks  will  be  sold. 


6? 


nO''' 

P*  10  AM  - 6 PM 
MONDAY  - SATURDAY  TA, 


HARRINGTON  BROS 

Furnishings  & Moving 

599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 

861-7300 


OLD  & LIKE  NEW 

EVERYTHING  FOR  HOME 
AND  OFFICE 

WE  MOVE  HOME  FURNISHING  AND 
ALL  OFFICE  FURNITURE 
AND  EQUIPMENT 

MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED 
WE  BUY  FURNITURE 

SEE  OUR  ANTIQUE  SECTION 


Friends  of  Mrs  Robin  arc  encouraged  to 
write  their  remembrances  to  the  family,  Mr 
and  Mrs.  R.  Ernst  of  Brentwood,  in  care  of  the 
News. 


David  Valentine , a printer  at  983 
Valencia,  has  created  a unique  display  for  his 
shop  window...  a model  railroad  inspired  by 
Central  Pacific’s  line  through  the  California 
Gold  Country  in  the  Sierra  foothills,  circa 
1884. 

Originally  placed  in  David’s  window  in 
the  winter  of  1989-90,  it  had  to  be  removed  to 
repair  moisture  damage  and  add  equipment.  It 
was  installed  over  the  Christmas  season  of 
1990  and  1991,  then  removed  for  alterations, 
and  is  now  complete  and  will  remain 
indefinitely. 


Construction  on  the  Central  Pacific  was 
begun  in  1863  and  completed  in  1869.  The 
model’s  woodbuming  steam  engine  “Jupiter” 
was  of  a type  used  well  into  the  1900s, 
although  the  Central  Pacific  line  itself  was 
absorbed  by  Southern  Pacific.  The  model 
trains  and  most  buildings  were  purchased  or 
designed  from  postcard  kits,  mountains,  trees 
and  waterways  were  constructed  by  David  and 
his  assistants  Gary  Kenyon  and  David 
Buchanan. 

David’s  Pnnt  Shop  is  open  10  AM  to  9 
PM. 


herself  without  reservation,  with  dignity  and 
always  goodnatured.  Yet  she  was  also  good  at 
maintaining  her  privacy,  her  time  and  space 
Calistoga  was  her  pleasure  retreat  and  festive 
restaurant  lunches  highlighted  her  later  days. 
She  remained  deeply  involved  intellectually 
with  the  social  and  political  events  of  the  day, 
staunch  in  her  values  and  her  views,  analytic 
and  thoughtful.  My  family  and  I.  and  many 
friends  and  neighbors,  will  miss  Araminta 
Aileen  Robin. 

Farewell,  dear  “Minta"  with  deep  and 
abiding  gratitude  for  the  privilege  of  knowing 
you,  a loving,  selfless,  good  woman.  The 
memory  of  you  is  a precious  keepsake. 


QUAN  YIN 

HIV+  ? 

it) 

Looking  for  an  alternative  to  Western  drug  therapies? 

Try  a safe,  non-toxic  approach.  Quan  Yin  offers 
acupuncture  and  herbal  treatment  programs  for  men  or 

'V  ns  '- 

women  with  FIIV. 

New  Program  Treating  Viral  Hepatitis 

THECENTER 

Call  us  today  for  an  appointment  Medi-Cal  accepted. 

FOR 

861-4964 

CHINESE  MEDICINE 

1748  Market  Street  at  Valencia,  SF 

PAGE  8 • NEW  MISSION  NEWS  • MARCH  1992 


UNDERSTANDING  CHAOS: 


MALE  VIOLENCE  INSTALLATION  AT  CAPP  ST.  PROJECT 


- by  Katina  Huston 

^Vrt  at  its  best  provides  new  insight  into 
our  lives  and  world,  as  docs  the  best  of 
education.  Artist  Richard  Bolton’s  hybrid  of 
art  installation  as  interactive  education  at  Capp 
Street  Project  examines  violence  as  it  begins 
at  home  between  men  and  women. 

The  Capp  Street  Project  provides  visiting 
artists  with  a place  to  live  and  work,  materials, 
funds  and  the  opportunity  to  exhibit 
site-related  installations  created  during 
residency.  Frequently  the  works  respond  to 
the  physical  landscape  around  Capp  Street 
Project,  now  on  Fourteenth  Street.  Artist 
Richard  Bolton  has  focused  his  work  "Male 
Violence”  on  the  domestic  violence  alive  int 
he  community  that  surrounds  him. 

“Do  you  try  to  control  or  limit  your 
partner’s  behavior?” 

is  the  writing  on  the  wall.  Projected 
questions  place  the  viewer  in  the  center  of  the 
problem.  We  are  identified  as  players  in  the 
cycle  of  violence. 

Do  you  discourage  your  partner  from 
seeing  her  family  or  friends?" 

or  do  you  know  what  it  is  to  be 
discouraged?  The  exhibit  identifies  the  viewer 
with  the  personal  symptoms  of  violent* 
between  intimates. 

Glossy  advertising  images  of  men  and 
women  engaged  in  titillating  struggle  flash 
across  the  wall.  Flanked  by  the  names  of 
handy  household  items  that  can  also  serve  as 
weapons  and  the  wounds  they  inflict,  these 
ads  can  be  reconsidered.  The  "sex”  presented 
is  the  imagery  of  power  and  violence.  The 
men  pictured  are  attractive  because  of  their 
masculine  power.  The  power  is  gained 
through  the  intimidation  and  domination  of 
women.  A wrist  held  too  tightly.  Women 
surrounded  by  out  of  control  men  in 
underwear.  Women  begging  for  forgiveness. 


Potentially  threatening  circumstances  are 
presented  as  fun.  All  the  while  the  weapons 
an  injuries  of  domestic  violence  are  named  on 
the  wall  beyond 

The  room  is  filled  with  rough  wood 
tables  set  up  as  work  stations.  Tools  are 
provided. 

The  tools  represent  manners  of  coping 
for  those  living  within  the  cycle  of  violence. 
The  choices  they  present  parallel  the 
perspectives  represented  on  the  wall: 
acceptance  of  the  violence  shown  in  the  iron 
or  kitchen  knife  as  weapons  or  initiating 
change  represented  through  information  and 
reeducation  materials. 

Each  tale  is  an  isolated  choice.  Table 
presentations  do  not  intrude  on  one  another 
but  for  an  occasional  scream  or  shriek  from 
monitors  playing  popular  movies. 

Scenes  from  "Fatal  Attraction", 
“Sleeping  with  the  Enemy”  and  “The 
Accused"  depict  male  violence  against  women 
as  a theme  for  entertainment.  Tables 
presenting  household  items  as  tools  for  terror 
offer  the  ever  present  option  of  outburst.  An 
iron,  Mr.  Coffee,  candle  sticks,  a kitchen 
knife,  bleach.  Innocuous  is  presented  as 
potentially  insidious. 

Audio  tapes  offer  women’s  stories  as 
victims  and  how  they  got  out  of  their 
relationships  and  out  of  danger  A video  tape 
of  a batterer  and  his  story  of  change  is 
presented. 

Statistics,  city  reports  and  newspaper  and 
magazine  articles  present  these  problems  not 
as  bad  relationships  but  as  crimes  and  the 
perpetrators  of  these  crimes  as  criminals. 
Coupled  with  these  are  the  personal 

testimonials,  the  system  of  how  women  first 
become  victims  and  then  remain  trapped  in  the 
role  by  acts  of  terrorism.  Literature  on 
recovery  programs  for  victims  are 

accompanied  by  quotes  from  violent  men  and 
how  they  came  to  act  violently: 

“I  was  very  manipulative.” 

“I  would  allow  things  to  build  and  then 


VAL 

21 


995  VALENCIA 
SAN  FRANCISCO  94110 
821-6622 


A Whole  Foods 
Restaurant  and 
Natural  Juice 
Bar 

❖ 

Saturday  & 

Sunday  Brunch 


Dinner 

Sun  - Thurs 
Fri  & Sat 
Brunch 

Sat  & Sunday 


5:30  - 10:00 
5:30-11:00 

10:00  - 3:00 
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THE  MALICIOUS  MYSTERY  TOUR 


would  explode  with  rage  at  some  small  thing. 
It  was  terrifying.” 

Questions  to  and  about  the  batterers  are 
printed  on  the  tables: 

“Are  we  willing  to  give  up  power?” 

On  the  far  wall  projections  continue, 
again  the  words: 

“You’re  stupid”  “You’re  ugly”  “slap” 

are  seen  with  photos  from  ads  of  women 
and  men  in  power  struggles.  Around  the 
comer  on  the  wall  are  suggestions  of  how 
women  can  remove  themselves  from  violence: 

“Get  an  unlisted  phone  number” 

“When  you  get  into  a car  check  the  back 
seat  before  you  get  in" 

“Make  sure  the  windows  can  be  locked" 

Off  to  the  left  a quiet  room  is  provided 
with  desks  and  lamps.  Viewers  are  asked  to 
write  down  their  experiences  with  male 
violence  and  post  them  on  the  wall  under  the 
categories  of  “men"  and  “women”.  Several 
people  have  complied 

One  man  wrote,  on  the  paper  provided, 
that  he  had  no  experience  of  male  violence  as 
he  was  gay!  The  exhibit  conveys  the  idea  that 
violence  has  become  a way  we  deal  with  each 
other,  to  control  and  manipulate  each  other.  It 
need  not  be  gender  specific.  Other  viewers 
wrote  down  their  experiences  with 
intimidation  in  their  personal  relationships. 

As  an  educational  exhibit  “Male 
Violence”  is  very  effective.  The  opportunity 
to  fully  understand  the  dynamics  of  abuse  is 
here,  though  even  the  most  interested  person 


would  have  trouble  getting  through  the 
material  provided.  At  the  end  of  this  exhibit 
you  know  what  a predator  is  like.  You’ll 
know  one  when  you  see  one.  And  you  might 
know  enough  to  get  away.  The  information 
provides  ways  to  identify  the  behavior  and 
make  steps  towards  change.  The  exhibit  also 
gives  the  impression  that  this  interaction 
between  men  and  women  is  ever  present. 

Mr.  Bolton’s  use  of  popular  imagery... 
the  magazines,  newspaper  articles,  ads  and 
movies...  does  not  fit  neatly  into  the  pile  of 
information  provided.  They  seem  to  speak  of 
a reality  very  different  from  that  found  in  the 
personal  accounts.  As  a result,  the  inclusion 
of  this  material  makes  a statement  about  the 
media  more  than  the  subject  at  hand. 

Aside  from  the  implicit  judgment  on 
media  and  their  treatment  of  domestic  or 
sexual  violence,  Mr.  Bolton  has  removed  his 
opinions  and  personality  from  the  surface  of 
the  work.  Few  artistic  gestures  can  be  found, 
The  perspectives  are  presented  democratically. 
Each  viewpoint  takes  its  own  table  and  is 
provided  equal  attention.  The  artist  makes  his 
point  in  ironies  achieved  through 
juxtapositions. 

Surprisingly,  the  most  frightening 
element  of  Mr.  Bolton’s  installation  is  the 
series  of  suggestions  to  women  for  protecting 
themselves.  It  leaves  the  feeling  that  violence 
lies  behind  every  car  seat  and  beyond  each 
unlockable  window. 


“Subject:  Male  Violence"  will  be  at 
the  Capp  Street  Project,  270  14th  St 
through  March  28th. 

* * * * * * * 


NOW  UNDER  NEW  MANAGEMENT 


The  Welcome  Mat 

a Caribbean  Restaurant 
807  Valencia  St.  (19th  & 20th)  • 647-3663 

HOURS:  Dinner:  Wed-  Sat  5 pm  - 10  pm 

Brunch:  Sat  - Sun  10  am  - 3 pm 

CATERING  • PRIVATE  PARTIES 

BEER  & WINE 

NO  SMOKING  SE  HABLA  ESPANOL 


Cuban  Breakfast 5.95 

Sweet  Rice  & Fresh  Fruit 4.95 

PlStano  Dulce  (Sweet  Banana) 2.00 

Bam  my  (Cassava  Bread) 1.50 


Call  about  our  special  poetry  reading  sessions  and  Calendar  of  Events 


% 
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THE  TRANSPARENT  GENERATION 


EXCLUSIVE  SCREENING  OF  MEXICAN 


by  Toni  Logan 

f< 

La  Gencracion  Transparente.”  a 
collection  of  independently  produced,  youth 
oriented  Mexican  videos,  will  be  presented 
during  a week  long  screening  at  Artists’ 
Television  Access  beginning  March  24th. 

ATA  is  an  artist-run  nonprofit 
organization  that  prides  itself  on  not  being  part 
of  the  “formal"  arts  world  — it  takes  no  strong 
curatorial  direction  and  exclusively  supports 
the  production  and  exhibition  of  work  by 
low-income  filmmakers  and  artists.  the 
screening  of  “La  Generacion  Transparente" 
marks  the  first  collaborative  effort  between 
ATA  and  Videar,  the  Mexican  branch  of  an 
emerging  international  video  network. 

“We’re  excited  about  the  screening 
because  it  has  some  real  cutting  edge  stuff," 
says  Lisa  Gonzalez,  Facilities  Manager  an 
Board  member  at  ATA.  ^ 

The  screening  of  "La  Generacion  O 
Transparente"  will  coincide  with  the  Bay  Area  (A 
Youth  Video/Film  Festival  at  the  ^ 
Exploratorium  and  Cinematheque,  where  & 
“under  18"  videos  will  also  be  shown  on  ^ 
March  28th  and  29th.  £« 

“What’s  happening  with  Mexican  youth 
now  is  similar  to  an  underground  punk  5 
movement  or  genre,  similar  to  what  happened  g* 
in  England  years  ago.  These  Mexican  youths 
are  violent  and  fatalistic.  Their  lives  are  very  a 
raw,"  says  Gonzalez.  £ 

“Repression”,  one  of  the  33  titles  to  be  2 
presented  as  part  of  “La  Generacion  £ 
Transperente”,  is  a documentary  about  these 
disillusioned  adolescents.  In  it,  the  video  crew 
follows  a group  of  Mexican  punks  from  one 
underground  party  to  the  next  in  an  attempt  to 
document  their  lifestyle.  The  result,  Gonzalez 
says,  leaves  no  illusions  about  the  grittiness  of 
their  existence.  “This  underground  punk 
movement  in  Mexico  is  a formidable  force;  I 
see  it  as  something  that  could  gain  power  as  it 
moves  north,"  she  says. 

Other  pieces  in  the  screening  will  explore 


racism  and  its  consequences,  war  and  other 
social  issues  as  well  as  art,  music  and  fiction. 
One  video  is  about  the  life  and  work  of 
popular  Mexican  writer  Juan  Rulfo;  another 
features  anti-racism  music  of  an 
African-Mexican  reggae  band,  also  shown  at 


Jamaica’s  Festival  Sunsplash  in  1990.  The 
ATA  installation  has  been  nationally  curated 
by  members  of  Videar.  Although  many  of  the 
films  won’t  be  subtitled,  Gonzalez  says  their 
message  will  nevertheless  be  clear  to 
non-Spanish  speakers. 

The  33  videos  pack  a powerful  punch, 
according  to  Gonzalez.  “We’ll  see  things  that 
we  could  never  see  on  network  TV,"  she  says. 


YOUTH  CULTURE 

Gonzalez  and  ATA  hope  the  showing  will  stir 
interest  and  promote  awareness  of  modern 
Mexican  culture.  “Mexico  isn’t  a patch  of  dirt 
that  exists  at  the  end  of  our  wastepipc,”  she 
wryly  notes.  "There  are  thinking,  feeling 
people  there,  and  this  is  our  attempt  to 


communicate  their  thoughts  and  feelings  to 
the  rest  of  the  world.” 

Pablo  Gaytan  and  Guadalupe  Ochoa,  two 
Videar  members,  persuaded  the  Mexican 
government  to  provide  funding  for  several  of 
the  producers  of  “La  Generacion 
Transparente”  to  attend  the  ATA  screening. 
Last  year,  Gaytan  and  Ochoa  were  panelists  at 
a Mission  Cultural  Center  event,  where 


VIDEOS  AT  A.T.A. 

Gonzalez  met  them  and  began  working  toward 
this  collaborative  effort.  ATA  had  been 
hoping  for  an  independently-  produced, 
international  video  exchange  program,  and  the 
conversations  between  Gonzalez,  Gaytan  and 
Ochoa  evolved  into  just  that. 

“We  look  forward  to  more  collaborations 
in  the  future,”  Gonzalez  says.  ATA  hopes  to 
exchange  material  with  other  countries  in  the 
network,  including  France,  Czechoslovakia, 
Poland  and  England. 


“La  Gencracion  Transparente”,  Artists’ 
Television  Access  Gallery,  992  Valencia 
Street,  Phone:  824-3890.  Fee:  $5  (no  one 
turned  away  for  lack  of  funds). 

Schedule 


March  24  - 5:30  PM:  Opening  Reception, 
“Sauve  Patria”  video  installation,  designed  by 
Pablo  Gaytan  and  Guadalupe  Ochoa;  8:00 
PM:  First  screening,  Videoclips. 

March  25  - 7:30  PM:  Second  screening, 
Fiction 

March  26  - 7:30  PM:  Third  screening, 
Video  Art 

March  27  - 7:30  PM:  Fourth  screening, 
Documentary  shorts.  Closing  party. 


RESTAURANT 
FOR  SALE 

MEXICAN  & 
SALVADORAN 
seats  60-80 

Call  Rigo  or  Connie 
at  550-1928 

EXCELLENT  TERMS 


VIDEOMaKERS  GUADALUPE  OCHOA  AND  PABLO  GAYTAN 


You  are  Welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building  for 
ail  Phases  of  Dentistry  2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 

Peter  V.  Rengstorff,  D.D.S.  Robert  C.  Ceniceros  D.D.S. 
Ramona  L.  Lauron  D.D.S.  Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S.' 

OPEN  MON-SAT  9-5 


PURPLE  HEART  VET’S 


FAMILY  THRIFT, 
STORE 

LOWEST  PRICES  621-2581  1855  MISSION  STREET 

MONDAY  SENIOR  CITIZENS  DISCOUNT  30%  • EXCEPT  MATRESSES  & NEW  ITEMS 


Furniture 

Books 

Clothing 


OPEN  7 DAYS 
MON-FRI  9-8 
SAT -SUN  10-6:30 


Chinese  food,  seafood,  grill, 
sandwiches,  salads  & espresso. 


3296  22nd/Valencia 
SF  824-8080 

Open  7 dayso  wee*1 
Mon8am-3om  Tue-Fr  8 am-11  pm 
Sot-Sun  9 om-11  pm 

Breakfas’  lunch  & Dinner 


^Imperial  (Auto  fainting 

“PALACE  OF  POLYURETHANE  ENAMEL" 

EXPERT  AUTO  PAINTING 

EXPERT  BODY  A FENDER  REPAIR  FREE  ESTIMATES 

FRAME  STRAIGHTENING  ^ »01  T0° 


WITH  MODERN  EQUIPMENT 


✓ CHICK  Oil  LOW.  LOW  PUCES 

ONE  DKV  SERVICE  AVAILABLE  *"  “ U°#T  °"  ““W™ 

FREE  TOWING  WITH  REPAIRS  f=j 

OVER  25  YEARS  EXPERIENCE  Ufi^l 

INSURANCE  WORK  WELCOME 


285-4562  or  415-285-4797 

3135  24TH  ST  (NEAR  BART  BETWEEN  FOLSOM  & S VAN  NESS)  SAN  FRANCISCO 


1 0 % OFF 


WITH 


THIS 


A D 


CD  • CS  • LP  • VIDEO 

Store  Hours:  M-Sa:  12-7;  Su  1-6 
491 A Guerrero  St.  (between  16th  & 17th),  SF 
(415)  255-8411 


Contemporary 

& 

Traditional 

African 
Arabic,  Latin 
& 

Caribbean 

Music 


/ OYE ! 


i Caliente  ! 

Haitian  CDs 
Mucho  Mucho  Mambo 
World  Music  Videos 
Camaval  Soca  & Samba 


N»'w  African  Music  From  Mali, 
Kcjtya,  Zaire  & South  Africa 
Reggae  Singles  & CDs 
Drumming  & Percussion  Music 
Gypsy  Music  & Flamenco 
Arabic  Classical  & Contemporary 
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V 


MAGIC 

RESUME 

YOU 

WANT . . . 


OFFICE  SUPPORT  SERVICES 


Secretarial 
Word  Processing 
Translations 
Tape  Transcriptions 
Resume 


Typesetting  / Design 
Desktop  Publishing 
Computer  Rentals 
FAX 

Notary  Public 


(415)  824-4418  • FAX:  285-5731 

OFFICE  HOURS: 


Mon  - Fri  9:30  am  - 6:00  pm 
Saturday  10:30  am-  3:00  pm 

3362  - 24th  St  • San  Francisco , CA  94110 

J 


JUST  ANOTHER  PASSING  PHASE? 

Not  so  long  ago,  Mission 
activists  successfully  argued  that  the 
future  Mission  should  be  wrestled  away 
from  the  bureaucrats  and  decisions  made 
by  the  neighborhood.  The  idea  being 
that  one  person  should  be  held 
accountable  rather  than  the  usual  swarms 
of  anonymous  finger  pointers.  [I’m 
transferring  your  call...]. 

Instead  of  a plethora  of  City 
bureaucrats  assigned  to  answer  all  the 
neighborhood’s  present  needs  and  future 
concerns,  the  City  agreed  to  coordinate 
their  activities  through  one  individual. 
The  experiment  took  place  in  the  City’s 
Department  of  Planning.  Angelica 
Chiong  was  the  individual  made 
responsible. 

District  Planning  was  brought  to 
the  Mission  amidst  a flurry  of  community 
activism  around  the  opening  of  yet 
another  pawnshop  and  the  fear  of 
developers  speculating  in  the  ripe  land  of 
the  North  East  quadrant  of  the  Mission 
(known  as  the  North  East  Mission 
Industrial  Zone,  NEMIZ).  Ms.  Chiong,  a 
10  year  veteran  of  the  Department  and 
practically  a Mission  native,  was  named 
Mission  District  Planner. 

A little  more  than  a year  later, 
the  experiment  generally  seems  to  have 
succeeded.  Inspite  of  last  month’s 
retirement  of  City  Planning  Department 
Director  Dean  Macris,  the  Department 
has  agreed  to  keep  the  Mission  District 
Planning  Program  through  June,  1993. 
What’s  more,  the  Mission  is  lobbying 
other  City  departments  to  do  the  same. 

"When  I first  began  meeting  with 
the  community,  I was  intimidated," 
recalled  Chiong.  The  Planning 
Department  had  approved  a large 
number  of  projects  that  some 
neighborhood  groups  resented  and  the 
lack  of  resources  dedicated  to  the 
Mission  from  other  departments  had 
reached  an  all  time  low.  "I  couldn’t  do 
anything  about  those  projects,  but  I 
promised  that  things  would  be  different," 
Chiong  defended. 

Things  are  different,  at  least 
when  it  comes  to  designing  the  future  of 
the  Mission.  Maryann  Dillon,  Executive 
Director  of  Mission  Housing 
Development  Corporation,  commends 
Chiong.  "Angelica  meets  regularly  with 
the  Planning  & Zoning  Committee  of  the 
Mayor’s  Task  Force  on  the  Mission 
(MTFM).  She’s  open  to  listening  to  our 
concerns  and  exchanging  ideas.  The 
Planning  & Zoning  Committee  is  open 
to  the  public  and  people  have  direct 
access  and  feel  the  responsiveness  from 
the  Planning  Department."  Chiong  also 
presents  a monthly  report  on  all  permit 
applications  in  the  Mission,  so  that  the 
community  concerns  can  be  addressed 
during  the  staff  review. 

In  addition  to  public  meetings, 
Chiong  explained,  "I  have  developed 
personal  relationships  with  Mission 
District  leaders.  This  is  the  best  part  of 
my  job."  Individual  meetings  have  been 
an  important  component  of  the  group 
community  process,  allowing  Chiong  to 
understand  more  details  about  the 
community’s  concern  and  for  her  to 
educate  people  about  how  planning  can 
address  these  issues. 

Over  the  next  year  Chiong  hopes 
to  finish  the  rezoning  study  of  the 
NEMIZ  and  more  fully  investigate  how 
the  planning  codes  could  be  used  to 
regulate  establishments  selling  liquor  off- 
site. 


Hilda  Bernstein,  MTFM  Chair, 
says  that  "the  community  is  a victim  to 
the  Stale’s  budget  fiasco,  there  is 
effectively  no  enforcement  of  the  Alcohol 
& Beverage  Control  codes.  "We  know 
that  thoughtful  planning,  with 
enforcement  will  revitalize  the  entire 
area.  The  economic  potential  and 
quality  of  life  are  fundamental  to 
everything  else  that  goes  on  in  the 
Mission." 

The  community,  through  the 
MTFM,  has  requested  that  Chiong  begin 
studying  the  Mission  Street  corridor  so 
that  the  community  can  take  control  over 
the  types  of  businesses  which  come  in. 

Another  aspect  of  Chiong’s 
district  planning  role  is  coordinating  the 
permit'  process.  Under  the  old 
system,  Mission  businesses  and  residents 
had  to  contact  different  people  in  the 
Planning  Department  depending  on  their 
need.  Now,  Chiong  has  a percentage  of 
all  those  people’s  time  and  oversees  each 
request. 

The  system  isn’t  perfect.  "What 
is  needed  is  a Mission  District  planning 
team,"  says  Chiong.  "I  spend  a lot  of 
time  following  up."  Speaking  to  Chiong, 
one  gets  the  feeling  that  she’s  traversing 
the  halls  of  the  Department  looking  for 
colleagues  who  may  have  forgotten  about 
a Mission  District  permit  application. 

Some  neighborhood  groups 
argue  for  a planning  council.  The  Union 
Street  neighborhood,  has  a council  which 
reviews  and  approves  all  facade 
improvement  applications.  Chiong 
disagrees  with  that  approach.  "Before  I 
was  the  Mission  District  Planner,  I spent 
9 years  processing  permits  in 
neighborhood  commercial  districts. 
Sometimes  a business  was  delayed  an 
additional  3 months  until  the  council 
acted.  Councils  also  undermine  the  role 
of  the  Commission." 

The  solution  to  facilitating 
development  should  be  founded  in  the 
tenet  of  simplicity,  not  in  bureaucracy. 

District  planning  has  been  asked 
to  succeed  with  out  much  more  than  a 
reshuffling  of  what  already  existed. 
Inspite  of  it  all,  the  reviews  are  in  favor 
of  the  approach.  The  real  success  lies 
ahead,  when  the  Department  embraces 
District  Planning  fully  by  allocating  the 
resources  to  provide  full-time  staffing. 

Unfortunately,  with  a new,  still 
unnamed,  Planning  Director,  it  is  difficult 
to  say  what  will  happen  to  district 
planning  in  the  long-term. 

M for  MISSION  DEVELOPMENT 
The  Mission  Armory  Foundation 
(MAF),  a consortium  of  11  non-profit 
social  service  agencies  in  the  Mission, 
succeeded  in  acquiring  $1.8  million  in 
Federal  dollars  for  economic 
development  projects  throughout  the 
Mission  District. 

The  agreement  was  signed  by 
former  Mayor  Agnos  and,  while  it  was 
his  last  official  action  before  leaving 
office,  the  MAF  was  developing  the 
project  with  him  since  the  days  when  he 
was  a State  assemblyman.  MAF 
President  Alfredo  Rodriguez  had  nothing 
but  praise,  saying,  "were  it  not  him 
[Agnos]  and  the  support  and  leadership 
of  Supervisor  Jim  Gonzalez,  the  MAF 
would  not  have  succeeded." 

The  MAF  plans  to  spend  the 
funds  to  bring  more  employment  and 
business  opportunities  for  residents  and 
merchants  in  the  Mission. 


l. 
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THE  ART  OF  CLOWNING  AT  HAWTHORNE  SCHOOL 


UNIQUE  PROGRAM  FILLS  GAP  AFTER  BUDGET  CUTS  TO  ART  AND  SPORTS 


by  Stacey  L.  Knapp 

The  woman  sat  in  the  front  of  the  cafe, 
glaring  out  the  window  while  she  waited  for 
her  latte.  She  was  brooding  about  a parking 
ticket,  three  bounced  checks  and  being  stood 
up  for  a date  the  night  before.  Suddenly,  in 
the  window  in  front  of  her,  a clown  appeared 
and  it  was  smiling  at  her.  The  woman  felt 
instantly  embarrassed  and  tried  to  pretend  she 
didn't  see  it.  But  the  clown  persisted. 

The  clown  was  jumping  up  and  down 
and  smiling,  and  pointing  at  her! 

She  looked  over  again  and  the  clown  was 
pushing  up  one  side  of  its  big,  red  droopy 
smile  with  its  finger,  grimacing  with  the  effort. 
Just  when  it  would  get  the  smile  propped  up,  it 
would  fall  drearily  back  into  a smeared  frown. 

The  woman  stared  in  disbelief.  The 
clown  was  now  pulling  a big  red  flower  out  of 
a red  and  white  striped  sleeve.  It  was  a huge, 
long  flower  that  bobbed  precariously  on  the 
end  of  a skinny,  green  pipe  cleaner  stem.  The 
clown  was  dancing  around  with  the  flower. 
Spinning  and  twirling  with  the  flower  smiling 
and  laughing  like  a kid  on  a merry-go-round 

Suddenly,  the  big  cloth  flower  flew  off 
the  stem  and  fell  to  the  ground.  The  clown 
didn’t  notice  at  first,  probably  because  of  the 
frenzied  speed  with  which  it  was  spinning  and 
dancing  The  woman  burst  out  laughing,  she 
put  her  hand  over  her  mouth,  but  couldn't  stop 
giggling.  The  clown  stopped  in  mid  spin  and 
looked  back  over  its  shoulder,  watching  the 
woman  laugh,  it  grinned,  took  off  its  tall, 
black  top  hat,  and  bowed. 

The  clown  mounted  her  bike  and  tore 
down  the  street,  her  stripes  and  polka  dots 
weaving  down  the  dirty  sidewalk. As  she  zips 
down  the  street,  cars  slow  and  people  honk 
and  wave.  All  of  this  is  not  unusual  to 
Heather  Pearl  Cromie,  it’s  just  another  day  at 
work  as  a professional  clown. 

Even  without  her  thick  red  smile  and 
polka  dotted  pants,  Heather  continues  to  exude 
an  energetic  and  undeniably  friendly  presence. 
Her  naturally  red  hair  curls  in  soft  ringlets 
around  her  pale  skin  and  sparkling  blue  eyes. 
A graduate  of  San  Francisco  State  University 


HEATHER  AND  FRIENDS  IN  FRONT  OF  MUSICAL  MURAL  AT  21ST  AND  MISSION 


in  1990,  Heather  has  taken  her  studies  in 
Interdisciplinary  Arts  and  applied  them  to  her 
profession  of  Clowning.  Her  job  has  turned 
the  art  of  humor  into  the  science  of  creating 
laughter  in  situations  that  are  often  anything 
but  funny. 

Heather  has  "clowned”  for  children  that 
are  severely  handicapped,  autistic,  deaf, 
mentally  retarded  and  children  who  have  life 
threatening  diseases.  Her  most  recent  job  is  at 
Hawthorne  Elementary  school  where  extreme 
budget  cuts  have  left  the  Mission  District 
school  without  a regular  physical  education  or 
art  program. 

Beverly  Bagdorf,  a member  of  the 
Parent’s  Forum  at  Hawthorne,  says,  the 
parents  decided  they  wanted  to  find  a 
replacement  for  the  lost  art  and  p.e.  classes 
which  would  become  an  integral  part  of  the 
curriculum.  The  Parent’s  Forum  began  two 


REAL  New  York  Pizza 
in  the  Mission 

Arinell  Pizza 

509  Valencia  (at  16th) 

The  Original  New  York  Style  Pizza 

Quality  and  Value 

• 

Why  pay  $20  to  have  an  imitation  delivered? 

PICK  UP  Our  Large  1 Item 
Family  Size  Pizza  for  $12.00 

Other  All-Day,  Every  Day  Specials: 

Medium  Pizza  with  1 Topping $ 9.00 

Regular  Slice  with  Pepperoni  or 

Olives  and  Small  Soda $ 2.00 

Regular  Slice  with  Double  Pepperoni. ...$  2.00 

Toppings: 

Pepperoni»Miishrooms*Sausage*01ives* 
Anchovies»Onions*Bell  PeppeFS»Fresh  Garlic 


coupon  required*All  prices  include  sales 


Call  Ahead:  255-1303 


tax 


years  ago  when  the  first  of  a long  string  of 
cuts  was  beginning  to  take  its  toll  ont  he 
school.  Since  then,  they  have  held  numerous 
bake  sales,  candy  sales  and  various  other 
fundraisers  in  hopes  of  replenishing  the  areas 
most  affected  by  the  lack  of  funding.  "Many 
of  the  programs  we  reviewed  had  an  end 
performance  in  mind  We  wanted  something 
that  would  benefit  all  of  the  kids  and  not  focus 
on  the  goal  of  an  end  of  the  year 
performance." 

Soon,  they  called  The  Pickle  Family 
Circus  in  hopes  of  finding  someone  that  could 
teach  acrobatics,  instead  they  found  a clown 
named  Yo-Yo.  Bagdorf  says  that  they  were 
impressed  with  Heather’s  program  because  it 
was  so  imaginative.  “She  had  some  real 
interesting  things  to  do  and  the  kids  just  loved 
it.” 

Heather  incorporates  tumbling,  juggling, 
face  painting  and  comedy  with  different 
clown.  It  may  be  something  as  simple  as 
blowing  an  imaginary  bubble  with  a wad  of 
juicy  pink  gum,  animal  walks,  or  a chase 
scene.  After  learning  the  individual  beats  the 
children  incorporate  them  into  longer  gags, 
stringing  them  together  in  any  way  they 
choose. 

"When  we  perform  together  there  is  a 
rhythm  to  it,"  Heather  says.  “Clowning  is  a 
tool  for  self-expression.  It  builds  self-esteem 
when  people  are  able  to  express  themselves. 
They  also  start  to  leam  creative  problem 
solving  by  taking  a clown  situation  and  setting 
up  the  clown  rules.”  She  says  a clown  can 
express  extreme  emotion,  which  makes  it 
possible  for  her  to  redirect  energy  that  might 
be  inappropriate  behavior  and  incorporate  it  in 


a positive  way  into  the  improvisations  and 
gags.  "It  is  exciting  to  go  into  something  that 
is  being  taught  with  structure  an  develops 
skills,  but  laughing  is  a big  part  of  it." 

Heather  says  at  first  the  class  is  naturally 
divided  into  those  children  that  love  to 
perform  and  those  that  are  quiet  and  shy  To 
end  this  division,  she  begins  leaching  in  a 
circle.  She  might  tell  them  all  to  look  straight 
ahead  and  then  call  out  an  emotion,  like  anger 
or  happiness.  And  then  she  calls  out  “Side!" 
and  the  children  turn  to  one  side  so  that  they 
are  now  facing  each  other. 

One  of  the  first  clown  rules  the  children 
learn  is  the  magical  freeze  Whenever  Heather 
calls  “Freeze!”  the  children  immediately  stop 
what  they  are  doing  and  hold  their  pose.  The 
poses  she  calls  statues.  She  encourages  the 
children  to  look  at  the  statues  next  to  them. 
“It  is  important  that  all  of  the  kids  feel  okay 
being  seen  by  each  other." 

These  antics  do  more  than  make  the 
children  at  Hawthorne  laugh.  According  to 
Danelle  Mann,  elementary  reading  specialist, 
the  kids  learn  how  to  express  themselves 
creatively  and  often  these  creative  thought 
processes  carry  over  into  other  outlets,  like 
English  and  creative  writing. 

Heather  sees  shy  children  form  their  own 
clown  identities  during  the  skits  and  start  to 
enjoy  performing.  She  says  clowning  also 
helps  show-offs  redirect  their  attention  so  they 
can  relax  and  watch  others  perform. 
“Teachers  have  come  up  to  me  amazed 
because  a certain  kid  who  was  really  shy  is 
now  up  doing  a clown  walk,  or  a really  wild 
kid  is  sitting  quietly  and  watching  It's  a great 
feeling  knowing  that  I gave  them  the  simple 
tools  so  they  can  feel  safe  enough  to  do  it." 

Heather  expresses  concern  because, 
nowadays  in  most  elementary  schools,  there 
seems  to  be  nothing  to  help  the  children  learn 
to  express  themselves.  “With  all  of  the  cuts  it 
puts  the  burden  on  one  teacher  to  each 
everything  and  when  it  comes  to  art  and 
movement  some  teachers  have  the  experience 
and  some  don’t.” 

Heather’s  endeavors  don’t  end  at 
Hawthorne,  she  is  currently  trying  to  obtain 
funding  to  teach  kids  in  homeless  shelters 
around  the  city.  She  has  also  done  a variety  of 
adult  shows.  For  adults,  her  character 
transforms  from  Yo-Yo  to  Blast-Off  who  has 
a fetish  for  squeegees  and  works  for  a moving 
company  because  she  likes  to  be  inside  other 
people’s  houses. 

Whether  she  is  Yo-Yo,  Blast-Off  or 
Heather  Pearl  Cromie,  it  is  obvious  that  she 
loves  what  she  is  doing.  "To  be  a character 
that  people  will  look  at  and  show  a different 
side  of  themselves  to  is  magic  because  they 
look  at  you  and  they  see  magic.”  And  with 
the  world  as  it  is  today,  we  can  all  use  a little 
bit  of  magic. 

* + + + * + * + 
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Get  Ready  for 

Carnaval  '92 

With  the  Award  Winning  San  Francisco  Samba  School 

Escola  Nova  de  Samba 

This  year's  Theme/Enredo: 

Roots  of  Samba:  Rhythms  of  the  Universe 

Performance  Workshop  held  Saturdays 

2:30  - 4 p.m. 

BEGINNING  MARCH  7tH 

12  Sessions  plus  "practice"  parade 
Cinco  de  Mayo 

$25.00  REGISTRATION  FEE  AND  $6.00  PER  SESSION 

Dancers,  Drummers;  all  levels  welcome 

Locations: 

March  7th  & 21st 
Mercy  High  School 

San  Francisco 

March  14th  & 28th 
Rennaissance  School  of  Dance 

San  Francisco 

New  Locations  for 
Escola  Nova  de  Samba 

On-going  Dance  & Percussion  classes 

Tuesday 

Beginning  Samba  dance  6-7  p.m. 
Intermediate/Advanced  7:30  - 9:30  P.M. 

Mercy  High  School  Dance  Studio 
19th  Avenue,  S.F. 

Thursday 

Intermediate/ Advanced  Samba  dance  7:30  - 9:30  P.M. 
Institute  of  Choreography 
50  Oak  Street,  S.F. 

Samba  Saturday 

Kid's  class.  Adult  class  & Percussion  classes 
10  a.m.  - 2 P.M. 

Rennaissance  School  of  Dance 
285  Ellis  between  Mason  & Taylor,  S.F. 

For  More  Info,  call:  (415)  661-4798 


SAN  FRANCISCO  1 992 
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HOPE  you  all  did  a Carnival/ Mardl  Gras  'ent  to  get  In  sync  with  the 
heavy  traditional  "Greatest  Shows  in  the  World”  elsewhere  on  the 
planet.  Anyone  doing  "Lent?"  ....Down  In  the  New  Owleens  our  own 
Courtney  Bullock  has  been  apprenticing  with  Viareggio-Italy 

paper-mache  artist  float-builder  Raul  Bertocelll TALE  OF  THE  TWO 

GREAT  FLOAT  PARADES  or  HOW  TO  GET  POTENTIAL  SPONSORS  TO 
LISTEN.  The  Rose  Bowl  Flowered  Float  Parade  is  not  only  the  biggest 
parade  ever,  it  symbolizes  the  New  Year  and  the  dream  of  Southern 
California  where  good  weather  and  flowers  are  so  plentiful  they  cover 
every  inch  of  their  float  with  them  in  the  dead  of  winter.  Here  in  the  Bay 
Area  there  has  never  been  a big  event  which  was  closely  identified  with 
our  unique  creative,  compassionate  and  beautiful  spot  on  the  edge  of 
the  world.  Until  Camaval-SF  (C’SF)  that  Is.  However,  to  be  the  best  you 
must  learn  from  the  best.  Camavale  at  Viaregglo  is  a glorious  feast  for 
the  senses  where  the  feeling  that  all  life  Is  a stage  where  tragedy  and 
comedy  reign  in  Joyous  anarchy.  The  world's  biggest  floats  together  with 
the  oldest  Camavale  tradition  of  people's  art.  While  the  Rose  Bowl  has 
computerized  animated  floats.  Vlareggio  prefers  human  operated 
systems  since  communicating  the  Carnival  spirit  through  music  and 
motion  cannot  computerized.  Like  New  Orleans,  no  commercial 
messages  are  allowed  in  the  parade.  Camavale  artist  Amaldo  Call!  is 
the  pride  of  Viaregglo.  His  studio's  creations  are  always  amazingly 
incisive  and  inspiring.  Galll  has  dominated  the  awards  for  three 
decades.  A few  years  ago  his  proposed  float  featuring  Jesus  Christ  with 
a gas  mask  was  censured  and  so  he  substituted  the  devil  and  called  it 
"One  Step  Further".  This  year  Galll's  float  celebrates  the  dawning  of  a 
new  era  for  the  planet  and  himself  with  a swan  soaring  upward 
including  30  foot  flapping  wings.  The  personal  new  beginning  is  taking 
on  two  partners,  the  Umberto  brothers,  whose  American  mom  lives  in 
Seattle.  Part  of  our  culture  is  hating  Los  Angeles,  local  business  needs 
to  support  C'SF — the  hallmark  event  for  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area. 


AT  THE  HEART  OF  THE  CITY:  ANASTACIA  Dance  & Music  Studio 
(20th  & Shotwell)  celebrated  its  opening  on  Valentine's  Day  (night)  with 
plenty  of  good  spirits  and  the  high  energy  Carnaval  culture  is  known 
for.  Proprietors.  Kitty  Rivera  and  Benny  Duarte  are  both  three 
decade  (pre-1980)  Carnaval  veterans  and  their  space  has  wonderful 
light  and  plenty  of  angles  to  enjoy  the  choreography.  The  striking  logo  is 
the  highly  revered  and  unbowed  Brazilaln  slave.  Anastacia— unchained 
at  last.  Kitty’s  family,  which  lives  nearby,  was  instrumental  in  the 
building’s  transformation  from  an  ugly  duckling  auto  repair  garage. 
Besides  the  fabulous  Benny,  percussionist  Marcos 
Santos,  dancer  Betho  Filho  and  Oris  ha  Ba  Ba  are  a few  reasons  to  call 
Kitty  and  at  206- 1204. ...Hey  Victor,  this  paper  needs  a society  page  for 
Dominique's  party  photos.. ..BALLET  BLUES:  Studio  Brasil,  home  of 
Escola  Nova  de  Samba  has  just  closed,  freeing  the  veteran  contingent  to 
break  new  ground.  Rehearsals  will  be  held  at— are  you  ready?-Mercy 
High  School  in  the  Sunset  District.  Perhaps  this  will  lead  to  an  upturn 
in  enrollment  for  one  of  the  few  remaining  Catholic  girl’s  high 
schools.  In  addition.  Mary  Dollar  fit  Fernando  de  Sanjines  will  be 
holding  weekend  drum  and  dance  classes  downtown  at  the  Renaisance 
Ballroom  (Ellis  & Taylor).  Also  the  organizational  structure  will  change 
to  become  more  of  a collective  in  order  to  give  key  contributors  a greater 
voice  and  maximize  the  positive  energy.. ..Meanwhile.  Ginga  Brastts  new 
chief  administrator.  Carol  Hatten  has  landed  the  recently 
sound-proofed  Potrero  Hill  Community  Center  gym  for  their 
rehearsals.... SAMBAO's  back  at  International  Center  but  without  Jorge 
Duarte  who  is  going  to  check  out  Florida  for  all  but  the  magical  month 
of  May.  Black  Maria  Souza  of  Aquarela  fame  will  be  the  artistic 
director.  Also  Roger  Poirier,  Marvin  Montenegro,  and  Tino  have 
some  novel  float  Ideas  floating  arojmtj. 


CARRIBBEAN  ACTION:  Toml  Seon  director  of  Oakland  based  Mas 
Makers  (Grand  Prize  C’90.C'91)  has  been  lobbying  parade  producer 
MECA’s  Marcus  Gorden  and  Roberto  Hernandez  for  prize  money  for 
the  parade  winners.  (Chances  now  good  for  C’93)  Mas  Makers  is 
planning  on  bringing  in  famed  Trinidadean  designer  Steven  Derrick 
who  won  the  Trinidadean  National  Queen  Competition  last  year...  Bea 
Watson  of  Mas  Revellers  asks  "Which  Is  the  only  state  in  the  union 
named  after  an  African  Queen?  Hint:  Her  name  was  Queen  Califa  of 
the  Amazons....  Speaking  of  Judging:  C’92  Judge  selection  will  be  much 
more  sophisticated  with  nominations,  balloting  and  balancing.  C'91 
was  actually  the  first  year  that  voting  system  was  used  and  the  Trini's 
take  Judging  seriously.. ..New  & Improved  from  the  Carnaval  Advisory 
Committee:  For  C'92  there  will  be  three  float  categories  forjudging: 

1)  pro  2)  community-built  3)  MECA  sponsors. 

THE  BEAT  GROWS  ON:  Mickey  Hart  famous  Bay  Area  Grateful  Dead 
musician,  ethno-muslcologist.  phllantropist.  and  author  is  riding  a 
surging  wave  which  has  lots  in  common  with  Carnaval.  His  two  recently 
published  books  on  drumming  explored  rhythm  and  entrainment  and 
the  drum’s  central  role  in  creating  sacred  space  and  ritual. 
Entrainment  refers  to  the  tendency  of  organisms  to  beat  in  time  with 
one  another  when  exposed  to  each  other.  The  function  of  ritual  is  that 
it  seeks  to  give  Individuals  an  understanding  of  a greater  whole  than 
merely  oneself.  To  catch  the  Carnaval  spirit  you  must  become  part  of 
your  group's  energy.  The  best  way  is  to  help  advance  your  group's 
theme  through  movement  and  costume  ....Next  month  look  for  the  full 
line-up  of  the  top  groups  here  in  your  # 1 Carnaval  Guide. 


BRAZLIAN  Escoia  Nova  <fe  Samba-661 -4796,  Fogo  Na  Rot*a^S10)592-5584.  Gr^a  8rwi  (510)994-3104. 647-4764.  Mete  Mere 
(510)  525-2574.  ImaginalDn  Snxko  863-3651,  Sambao  548-1310.  Orua  Ba  Ba  786-3305.  Anaslaca  Darw  Stucfc  206-1204 
CARRIBBEAN:  Mn>  Maker.  (510)  436-6445.  All  Ah  We  (510)  833-6110.  Masqued  Reveller*  (510)  234-8013. 
OTHER:  Wise  Fool  Puppet  Intervention  905-5058.  Mission  Cultural  Center  821-1156.  Third  Wave  Dance  Studio 
382-4020.  Latin  American  Workout  982-6160.  Sons  of  Orpheus-(5 10)  372-8160.  Bay  Area  Blues 
Sodety-(51 0)836-2227 


Weekend  College 
Student  Aids  Homeless 


For  nearly  twenty  years,  Carol  Kenner  has 
been  involved  in  bringing  health  and  social 
services  to  those  in  need.  She  has  been  able 
to  combine  this  experience  and  her  current 
job  providing  health  care  to  the  homeless  in 
Alameda  County  with  the  Weekend  College 
curriculum  and  will  graduate  this  month. 

Carol  began  work  in  social  services  in  the 
1970’s  at  the  Buena  Vista  Youth  Camp 
where  she  did  youth  hotline  work  and  at 
“The  Center"  doing  crisis  counseling.  After 
receiving  an  A. A.  degree  from  Chabot 
College  in  Human  Services  she  did  group 
counseling  with  children.  She  has  also 
worked  with  a variety  of  other  persons  in 
need  from  the  physically  and  sexually 
abused  to  people  with  drug  and  alcohol 
problems. 

She  began  working  in  1988  as  a Community 
Health  Worker  with  Alameda  County  Health 
Care  for  the  Homeless.  Carol  works  with 
each  homeless  person  to  make  the  services  as 
comprehensive  as  possible  by  not  only  ensur- 
ing medical  care  but  also  providing  drug  and 
alcohol  counseling,  psycholological  and 
social  support,  employment,  legal  and  hous- 
ing counseling,  and  food  and  clothing. 

The  newest  part  of  her  work  is  done  on  a 
new  custom  designed  mobile  health  van. 
Four  years  ago  when  she  first  arrrived,  the 
staff  decided  it  was  necessary  to  take  their 
services  to  where  the  homeless  were — on 
the  streets.  However,  they  have  been  using 
a IS  year  old  ailing  and  borrowed  vehicle 
and  it  was  beginning  to  be  a problem.  The 
new  van  is  evidence  of  the  success  of  the 
service  that  has  become  the  cornerstone  of 
Health  Care  for  the  Homeless.  It  is  fully 
equipped  with  diagnostic  equipment,  edu- 
cation facilities  and  is  staffed  with  a nurse 
practitioner,  a medical  assisstant  and  a 
community  health  worker  such  as  Carol. 


% 

talking  about  real  human  beings,  not  a 
social  category.  And  she  wants  people  to 
understand  the  breadth  and  depth  of  the 
homelessness  problem — that  it  affects  a 
broad  range  of  populations  — women  and 
children,  people  with  drug  and  alcohol 
problems,  Vietnam  vets  and  an  increasing 
number  of  the  newly  unemployed. 

So  Carol  interviewed  these  people  to  give 
them  a voice.  She  also  interviewed  a variety 
of  caregivers  Ricky  Pierre,  Coordinator  of 
Oakland's  Housing  for  the  Homeless,  G.G 
Greenhouse  Assistant  Director  of  Health 
Care  for  the  Homeless,  and  Sister  Liz  Fuhr 
with  St.  Mary’s  in  Oakland.  Combining  this 
with  a video  piece,  Carol  developed  a pow- 
erful presentation  to  her  classmates  and 
Weekend  College  faculty  which  at  times 
moved  them  to  tears.  At  first  quite  timid, 
Carol  who  was  used  to  one  on  one 
exchanges  with  her  homeless  clients, 
became  inspired  when  Peter  Gabel  told  her 
in  a recent  Weekend  College  seminar  that  to 
overcome  the  fear  of  public  speaking  he 
focuses  on  the  importance  of  the  message. 
This  she  could  understand  and  now  with  the 
supportive  response  she  has  gotten,  she  is 
hoping  to  take  the  message  of  the  homeless 
to  other  places  where  it  needs  to  be  heard. 

Still  it  is  in  the  one-on-one  interaction  that 
Carol  receives  her  greatest  satisfaction. 
And  none  of  these  are  more  rewarding 
than  one  day  in  a situation  requiring  emer- 
gency medical  assistance,  the  confident 
paramedic  who  arrived  was  once  a home- 
less addict  in  her  program. 


Carol  did  her  Senior  Project  working  with 
her  advisor  Nancy  Brumback  on  the  issue 
of  the  homeless.  An  important  piece  for  her 
was  to  give  this  term  'homeless'  some  tex- 
ture. She  wants  others  to  know  they  arc 
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LAW  SCHOOL  GRAD  DIRECTS 
INCOME  RIGHTS  PROJECT 


— by  Renaye  Lynn  Brown 


Barbara  Ncighbors-Glass  is  a New  College  Law  School  graduate  who  has  escaped  the  pover- 
ty maze.  She  too  was  once  on  AFDC  and  as  a child  was  part  of  the  foster  care  system.  Now  she 
is  Director  of  the  Income  Rights  Project  of  San  Francisco. 


It  seems  that  much  of  what  informs  the  seemingly  conflictual  policies  of  welfare  are  ambivalent 
feelings  about  who  the  poor  arc  and  what  they  deserve.  There  is  general  agreement  that  those 
who  arc  in  need  should  receive  care,  but  a big  part  of  the  argument  comes  when  its  rime  to 
decide  who  is  deserving  of  this  care. 

Most  of  the  big  decisions  arc  made  by  men,  usually  white,  who  don't  seem  to  see  how  the 
wider  culture  could  benefit  from  long  range  planning  and  higher  prioritization  of  the  issues 
and  concerns  regarding  welfare. 


A majority  of  those  who  receive  welfare  are  white  women  and  children,  although  a higher  pro- 
portion of  black  and  brown  womenare  recipients.  We,  thus,  get  a misleading  stereotype  of 
he  "average’  welfare  mother  as  a women  of  color,  usually  black.  This  image  is  manipulated 
at  politically  useful  times,  such  as  election  years,  and  politicians  wish  to  stir  up  resentment, 
or  imply  simplistic  answers  for  a troubled  economy.  Racism  and  misogyny  are  also  big  obsta- 
cles to  clear  thinking  about  welfare.  Cutbacks  in  funds  for  childcare,  Medi-Cal,  and  education 
3re  further  barriers  to  women  seeking  to  escape  the  maze  of  poverty. 

B.  G.  has  an  abundance  of  energy,  a clear  notion  of  what  the  fight  against  welfare  discrimina- 
tion is  about  and  a wonderful  ability  to  laugh  easily,  a quality  I find  attractive  among  activists. 

She  works  strictly  with  AFDC  recipients.  She  and  others  there  help  families  who  are  home- 
less find  shelter,  look  for  |obs  and  help  them  find  childcare,  often  a formidable  job  given  the 
21%  cut  to  Title  XX  during  the  Reagan  years,  the  present  economy  and  the  recent  curs  to 
welfare  ($560. 00/month  for  one  woman  an  child). 

According  to  B.G.,  the  average  education  level  of  most  women  on  welfare  is  8th  grade.  They 
are  often  uninformed  as  to  the  extent  of  their  rights  and  many  are  afraid  to  fight  the 
Department  of  Social  Services.  B.G.  and  her  staff  edcuate  these  women  and  fight  for  them 
too.  The  Income  rights  Project  also  educates  the  general  public,  going  to  public  meetings  and 
schools  refuting  the  "quiet  suspicion  and  fear”  that  recipients  are  a group  of  lazy  people 
watching  the  ‘soaps'  and  waiting  for  the  mailman. 

F.R.E.D.  (Fraud  Early  Detection)  was  a progam  enacted  in  1989  ostensibly  to  keep  those  unde- 
serving people  from  receiving  monies.  It  is  in  reality  another  administrative  action  that  pays 
checks  to  bureaucrats  and  terrorizes  women.  Its  tactics  include  early  morning  'surprise'  visits 
and  searches  of  the  premises. B.G.  is  vehemently  opposed  to  this  program.  She  argues  that  it 
is  an  infringement  of  basic  rights. 


The  budget  at  the  Income  Rights  Project  is  small  -‘only  $300,000  to  serve  over  20,000  families. 
This  makes  for  a challenging  situation.  But  B.G.  has  come  through  many  situations  that  have 
fortified  her  will  and  given  he  r the  will  to  carry  on.  New  College  provided  her  with  the  skills 
and  confidence  to  dismantle  these  unfair  policies  and  programs.  Indeed,  she  is  an  inspiration 
to  current  New  College  Law  School  students  as  many  of  them  volunteer  at  I.R.P.  through 
the  Apprenticeship  program  each  year.  Alright  B.G.! 
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St.  Patrick's  Day  Video:  Irish 
History  as  Anti-colonial  struggle 


Angela  Davis  here  introduces  Bernadette  Devlin,  Irish  radical  activist 
and  feminist,  to  her  Women’s  Studies  class  at  San  Francisco  Stare.  Devlin's  speaking  tour  in 
1989,  sponsored  in  part  by  New  College,  marked  the  twentieth  anniversary  of  her  only 
other  visit  to  the  U.S.  in  1969.  At  that  time  she  shocked  both  conservative  Irish-Americans 
and  Black  militants  by  being  one  of  the  few  white  people  to  visit  Angela  Davis  in  prison. 
Devlin,  who  led  the  Irish  civil  rights  movement  in  Derry  and  Belfast  in  1968,  became  the 
youngest  person  ever  elected  to.  British  parliament,  and  has  survived  four  assassination 
attempts  in  which  she  was  wounded  by  Protestant  reactionaries.  She  spoke  to  Davis’  stu- 
dents of  the  brutal  class  struggle  inflicted  on  Ireland  by  the  capitalist  system  and  the  need  for 
Third  World  men  and  women  of  all  races  to  unite  for  freedom.  This  video  will  be  shown: 
Tuesday,  March  17  and  March  18,  at  1:00pm  in  Room  1 1 of  the  Humanities  Building. 


Abraham  Lincoln  Brigade 
Member  donates 
Anthropology  Collection 

It  is  a symbolic  reminder  of  New  College's  position  in  the  world  that  a member  of  the  Abraham 
Lincoln  Brigade — a group  of  men  and  women  who  selflessly  fought  against  the  brutal  fascists  of 
Franco  and  Mussolini — donates  the  tools  of  his  intellectual  work  and  life  to  the  New  College  library. 

Clifton  Amsbury  graduated  from  UC  Berkeley  in 
Anthropology  in  19.12.  He  began  working  with 
the  State  of  California  Relief  Agency  doing  a kind 
‘applied  anthropology'  with  the  unemployed  and 
poor  during  the  depression.  It  was  during  this  time 
that  the  vision  of  America  on  which  he  was 
brought  up,  the  version  he  read  about  in  the 
Reader’s  Digest,  began  to  crumble.  By  the  sum- 
mer of  1937,  he  began  to  see  in  the  rising  fascism 
in  Europe,  particularly  in  Spain,  a more  immediate, 
devastating  and  destructive  version  of  this  painful 
reality.  He  felt  that  he  had  no  choice  but  to  go  and 
try  to  carry  on  the  ‘good  fight'  first  hand. 

Clifton  soon  found  himself  seeking  passage  to  Europe  a?I<Ptfie  underground  of  international  resis- 
tance to  Franco.  His  first  stop  was  the  Longshoreman's  Hall  in  San  Francisco  where  he  was 
processed  and  sent  to  France.  In  Paris,  the  “Committee"  got  him  up  into  the  Pyrenees,  where  he 
walked  into  Spain  and  became  a member  of  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Brigade's  fight  against  the  over- 
whelming armies  of  Franco's  Spain  and  Mussolini's  Italy. 


Clifton  Amsbury  with  Jan  Tallman,  New  College 


ADRIENNE  RICH  READING  AT  NEW  COLLEGE 
FEBRUARY  5,  1992  IN  A BENEFIT  FOR  MODERN  TIMES. 


XIII  (DEDICATIONS) 

I know  you  are  reading  (his  poem 
late,  before  leaving  your  office 

of  (he  one  Intense  yellow  lamp-spot  and  the  darkening  window 

in  the  lassitude  of  a building  faded  to  quiet 

long  after  rush-hour  I know  you  are  reading  this  poem 

standing  up  in  a bookstore  far  from  the  ocean 

on  a grey  day  of  early  spring  faint  flakes  driven 

across  the  plains  enormous  spaces  around  you 

I know  you  are  reading  this  poem 

in  a room  where  too  much  has  happened  for  you  to  bear 

where  the  bedclothes  lie  in  stagnant  colls  on  the  bed 

and  the  open  valise  speaks  of  flight 

but  you  cannot  leave  yet  I know  you  are  reading  this  poem 
as  the  underground  train  loses  momentum  and  before  running 
up  the  stairs 
toward  a new  kind  of  love 
your  life  has  never  allowed 
I know  you  are  reading  this  poem  by  the  light 
of  the  television  screen  where  soundless  images  Jerk  and  slide 
while  you  wait  (or  the  newscast  from  the  tnOfad 
I know  you  are  reading  this  poem  in  a waiting-room 
of  eyes  met  and  unmeeting,  of  Identity  with  strangers 
I know  you  are  reading  this  poem  by  fluorescent  light 
in  the  boredom  and  fatigur  of  the  young  who  are  counted  out 
count  themselves  out  at  too  early  an  age  I know 
you  are  reading  this  poem  through  your  falling  sight,  the  thick 
lens  enlarging  these  letters  beyond  all  meaning  yet  you  read  on 
because  even  the  alphabet  is  precious 

I know  you  are  reading  this  poem  as  you  pace  beside  the  stove 
warming  milk,  a crying  child  on  your  shoulder  a book  In  your 
hand 


because  life  Is  short  and  you  too  are  thirsty 

I know  you  are  reading  this  poem  which  Is  not  in  your  lan- 

guage 

guessing  at  some  words  while  others  keep  you  reading 
and  I want  to  know  which  words  they  are 
I know  you  are  reading  this  poem  listening  for  something 
tom 

between  bitterness  and  hope 
turning  back  once  again  to  the  task  you  cannot  refuse 
I know  you  are  reading  this  poem  because  there  Is  nothing 
else 

left  to  read 

there  where  you  have  landed,  stripped  as  you  are 


Iqqo  -199I  from  An  Allot  of  the  Difficult  World 


Amsbury  was  trained  as  a machine  gunner,  but  within  a year  the  Fascists  with  their  overwhelming 
numbers,  had  cut  off  Catalonia  from  the  rest  of  Spain  and  the  Civil  War  was  over.  Clifton,  who 
had  been  seriously  wounded  in  one  of  the  attacks,  left  to  return  home.  The  reputation  of  having 
fought  for  freedom  was  a mixed  bag.  At  one  point  the  FBI  tried  to  get  him  to  inform  on  one  of  his 
fellow  Lincoln  Brigade  members,  and  during  World  War  II  he  was  kept  far  from  any  seen  of  bat- 
tle. Amsbury  is  still  bemused  to  think  of  the  twisted  logic  of  the  Army's  keeping  an  undesirable 
“leftist”  away  from  a site  where  he  might  have  been  killed. 

He  returned  to  civil  service  in  California  until  his  early  retirement  in  1961.  He  had  all  but  given 
up  on  anthropology  for  thirty  years  because  of  its  uncritical  participation  in  the  machinations  of 
20th  century  Western  imperialism.  But  with  the  1960’s,  a new  approach  to  understanding  and 
respect  for  those  who  were  the  objects  of  anthropology’s  intent  allowed  him  to  return  to  his  first  love 
at  university,  and  he  began  graduate  study  at  Hayward  State  at  the  age  of  51. 

Upon  receiving  his  Master's  Degree,  Clifton  began  a nearly  twenty  year  career  as  a faculty  mem- 
ber in  the  anthropology  department  at  Contra  Costa  Community  College  where  he  taught  both 
physical  and  culrural  anthropology.  When  he  finally  retired  in  1989,  he  began  looking  for  a place  to 
donate  his  books,  and  New  College  is  honored  by  his  gifts. 


On  Monday  night.  February  24th,  the  Arts  and  Social  Change  Program  sponsored  an 
extraordinary  event,  "Aerosol  Arm-ada"  which  brought  together  almost  three  hundred 
spray  can  artists  for  a slide  presentation  and  discussion  with  Phase  2,  Vulcan  and 
Schmidlap,  the  staff  of  International  Get  Hip  Times.  1GT  magazine  is  based  in  New  York 
City,  and  acts  as  an  archive  and  forum  for  discussion  on  the  aerosol  art  movement. 


Howard  Zinn,  author  of  The  People's  History  of  the  United  States  spoke  on  labor  history 
at  a forum  sponsored  by  the  Labor  and  Video  Project,  January  27. 


Editorial 


The  mode  of  being  of  the  new  intellectual  can  no  longer  consist  in  eloquence,  which  is  an 
exterior  and  momentary  mover  of  feelings  and  passions,  but  in  active  participation  in  practi- 
cal life ... 


— Antonio  Gramsci,  Prison  Notebooks 


The  Community  Action  Journal  hopes  to  reflect  and  envision  an  institutional  vision  and  peda- 
gogical practice  which  echoes,  for  New  College,  Gramsa’s  role  for  intellectuals  in  creating 
social  change.  Gramsci,  writing  from  prison  in  Italy  in  the  1920’s,  was  speaking  of  members  of 
the  working  class  which  would  develop  from  within  its  ranks  its  own  ‘organic’  intellectuals  to 
play,  not  only  a role  in  forming  work  and  culture,  but  influence  progressive  ideology  as  well. 

Since  that  time,  other  groupings  of  people — c.g.  women,  people  of  color,  gay  men  and  les- 
bians— have  shown  the  vital  but  incomplete  aspect  of  class  as  the  main  organizer  of  progres- 
sive movements.  Similarly,  a tension  has  developed  around  the  meaning  of  activism.  It  is  no 
longer  relevant  to  speak  of  activism  as  only  the  struggle  to  control  the  means  of  production. 
However,  in  advocating  a cultural  activism  to  expand  language,  text,  images  and  symbolic 
reality,  we  must  take  care  to  change  the  material  reality  of  our  daily  lives. 

The  challenge  to  our  curricula  and  teaching  is  thus  to  create  this  balance  of  activisms — cultural 
and  public  sphere — in  all  our  programs.  And  at  the  same  time  seek  to  blur,  in  solidarity,  the 
boundaries  between  New  College  and  the  ‘community' , between  self  and  other.  As  I edit  this 
paper  each  month,  it  seems  that  we  are  moving  in  that  direction. 

— M.J.M. 


Accessibility  Committee 

New  College  of  California  is  now  forming  a committee  to  examine  issues  facing  disabled 
students  in  our  community.  We  will  be  pooling  our  resources  and  knowledge  to  address  the 
issues  of  building  accessibility,  dusabled  student  support  services,  increasing  awareness  of 
ableism  and  inclusion  of  disability  issues  in  the  curriculum.  Students,  faculty  and  admmistators 
with  hidden,  visible  and/or  learning  disabilities,  chronic  illness,  and  those  with  able-bodies  are 
all  encouraged  to  participate.  For  more  information  contact  Jennifer  Carlin  at  206.1648,  or 
Gail  Weiner  at  861.4168  ext.  218  (voice  Mail). 

AFRICAN  AMERICAN  HISTORY 


The  Third  World  Cacus  at  the  Law  School  held  a noon-time  cultural  event  of  African  musi- 
cal dance  which  augment  their  African  American  History  events  in  February  which  included 
videos  on  the  Black  Panthers,  Alan  Clayton  Powell  and  Brown  V.  the  Board  of  Education. 


Humanities  Graduate 
is  Cine  Accion 
Program  Director 


JENNIFER  MAYTORENA  TAYLOR  is  a recent  Humanities  graduate  who  is  continuing  the 
work  she  began  as  a student  presenting  Film  and  video  works  by  Latino  and  Latina  artists  to  the 
community.  After  doing  a practicum  at  Cine  Accion  which  she  heard  about  through  Maria 
Luisa  Mendonca,  she  was  hired  as  the  Programming  Director. 

Jennifer  was  born  in  California  but  spent  much  of  her  youth  in  Vermont.  After  spending  sev- 
eral years  at  Sarah  Lawrence  as  a dance  major,  she  was  iniured  and  after  coming  to  San 
Francisco  in  1985,  decided  to  transfer  to  New  College.  Her  initial  area  of  study  was  in  Politics 
and  Society.  In  1 989  she  spent  a year  in  Argentina  at  the  University  of  Buenos  Aires  doing  inde- 
pendent studies  in  Argentinian  history  and  culture.  Later  she  traveled  to  Brazil  for  Portugese 
language  studies. 

Upon  her  return,  she  became  interested  in  both  video  production  and  desktop  publishing. 
She  finished  by  combining  courses  in  Arts  and  Social  Change  and  Latin  American  studies 
with  her  earlier  Politics  and  Society  work  in  a degree  plan  designed  with  her  advisor  Jon 
Garfield.  Somehow,  along  the  way,  she  also  taught  Intermediate  and  Advanced  Spanish  cours- 
es at  New  College. 

Cine  Accion  began  in  1980  as  a resource  for  Latino/a  and  Chicano/a  filmakers  in  San 
Francisco.  The  goal  was  to  increase  the  involvement  of  Latinos/as  in  the  production  of  film  and 
video,  as  well  as,  the  appreciation  in  the  community  for  their  work.  In  the  past,  there  was  fiscal 
support  for  artists  but  now  the  organization  focuses  on  helping  them  find  grants,  helping 
with  production  needs  such  as  assembling  crews  and  equipment,  and  on  the  programming  end, 
promoting  the  work  through  showings  in  series  and  festivals.  In  addition  to  the  series  which 
is  held  at  New  College,  Cine  Accion  has  sponsored  a festival  of  women  filmakers-Women  of 
the  Americas,  done  cross  cultural  programming  with  the  Black  Filmakers  Hall  of  Fame  and 
Jennifer  is  participating  with  13  other  artists  and  organizations  in  a series  for  KQED  of 
Latino/a  film  and  video. 

In  her  work  at  Cine  Accion,  Jennifer  is  involved  with  the  complex  and  problematic  meaning 
of  race  and  ethnicity.  She  said  she  is  particularly  concerned  with  notions  of  ethnicity  which 
ignore  its  fluidity  and  construction  by  other  social  categories  such  as  gender,  class  and  histo- 
ry. For  example,  Jennifer  is  beginning  to  use  more  video  because  the  resources  to  make  film  are 
usually  available  to  only  certain  classes  of  people.  Fortunately,  Cine  Accion  has  recently 
acquired  use  of  a video  projector  for  public  viewings. 

Jennifer  indicated  that  New  College,  in  addition  to  providing  her  with  the  contacts  at  Cine 
Accion,  has  played  an  important  role  in  the  community  by  institutionally  hosting  the  recent 
scries.  In  fact.  Cine  Accion  is  beginning  a new  series  which  will  take  place  at  New  College, 
777  Valencia  St.  in  March: 

CINETECA  SPRING  1992 

MARCH  ij  G 20:  Cuban  Classics  and  Comedies 
APRIL  10  G 17  Jugando  con  El  Senal 
MAY  1.  8.  15.  22.  29  Short  Films  from  Latin  America 


Jack  Leary  Welcomed  Home 

2.18.92 


JUNE  12,  19:  Direct  from  Brasil:  New  Experimental  Videos 


All  screenings  at  8:00  pm  unlees  otherwise  announced.  Admission  is  $5  general,  $4  students, 
seniors,  members  of  Cine  Accion,  New  College  students  with  ID  enter  free.  There  are  some  pro- 
gram passes  available.  For  information  call  Cine  Accion  at  415-553-8135. 
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Wild  Women 

Don't  Have  The  Blues 


Ma  Rainey  never  heard  of  International  Women's  Day  and  the  'blues’  was  not  the  music  of 
the  early  20th  century  women  factory  workers  demanding  “Bread  and  Roses",  but  on 
March  8th  at  New  College  a group  of  Bay  Area  women  |azz  artists  will  merge  these  two 
traditions  at  New  College  in  a musical  statement  called  "Wild  Women  Don  t Have  the 
Blues:  A Celebration  of  International  Women's  Day”.  The  program  will  feature  classic 
women's  blues  made  famous  by  the  founding  mothers  of  the  genre  - Ma  Rainey.  Bessie 
Smith  and  Ida  Cox.  The  concert  is  being  produced  in  association  with  the  New  College  Jazz 
Studies  Program  and  Community  Action  Journal. 

Joining  forces  are  Barbara  Dane,  Mary  Watkins,  Susanne  Vmcenza  and  Angela  Wellman. 
Dane,  is  one  of  the  country's  foremost  singers  of  classic  blues.  She  has  appeared  here  and 
nationally  with  Louis  Armstrong,  Memphis  Slim,  Willie  Dixon,  Turk  Murphy  and  many 
others.  Her  lasr  performance  abroad  was  with  the  Leningrad  Dixieland  Band. 

Pianist  Mary  Watkins  is  a performer  and  composer  in  both  classical  and  |az/  music.  She  has 
won  honors  and  fellowships  from  the  NEA,  the  California  Council  for  the  Arts,  and  has 
recorded  for  Olivia  and  Redwood  Records. 


Trombonist  Angela  Wellman  learned  her  craft  growing  up  in  a Kansas  City  |azz  family.  She 
has  performed  with  Slide  Hampton,  Claude  Fiddler  Williams,  Billy  Eckstein  fand  others. 
Today  she  leads  and  composes  for  her  own  |azz  quintet,  Well-Jack. 

Susanne  Vincenza  plays  acoustic  bass  and  is  a founding  member  of  the  Bay  Area  |a/z  group 
Alive  ! Helena  Jack  will  play  trumpet  and  is  a member  of  Well-Jack  ! with  Angela. 


“Wild  Women  Don’t  Have  the  Blues”  will  be  Sunday,  March  8 at  New  College, 

Valencia  St.  and  begin  at  7:30.  Tickets  are  $7-10;  New  College  students  are  $5  at  the  door 
with  ID.  A limited  number  of  lower  priced  tickets  for  New  College  students  are  available  in 
exchange  for  helping  with  promoting  the  concert:  see  or  call  Michael  McAvoy  (626- 
1694/241)  for  details. 


FOR  MORE  INFO  CALL  415.626. 1694  EXT.  427 

Accredited  by  the  Western  Association  of  Schools  0 Colleges  Financial  Aid  Is  available 

Please  send  me  more  information  about  New  College. 

O Public  Interest  Law 
O Graduate  Psychology  Program 
O Humanities  B.A.  Program 
O Poetics  Program 
O Science  Institute 
O Weekend  College  B.A.  Proram 

Name  — 

Address 

Phone  _____ — — — — — 

! 

! Clty/Srate/Zip  — — — 


Upcoming  March  Events 

March  2 

Protecting  Our  Resources 

New  College  Humanities  Core  Faculty  Genny  Lim  and  Herbie  Lewis  perform  with  writers 
Adrienne  Rich,  Kathy  Acker.  Susan  Faludi  at  Cowell  Theater  in  Fort  Mason  7 jopm  A 
benefit  for  Small  Press  Traffic  Literary  Arts  Center  Tickets  $10-15  at  Modern  Times  or 

City  Lights  285-8394 


March  5.  8 pm:  New  College  Humanities  Building 
766  Valencia  Street,  $5 
New  College  Poetics  Program  presents 
pioneering  gay  poet  and  Beat  Chonider 
Harold  Norse. 


MARCH  7.  New  College 
777  Valencia  St.  5 00  - 8:00  pm 
Food  Not  Bombs  Videos 
and  Forum  on 

Homelessness  -Direct  Action  Strategies  for  the  90  s 
$3-*  U>5)  330-5030 


March  8 
2:00  pm 
New  College 
777  Valencia  St. 

Its  Time  for  Women  to  Mother  Earth 

Native  American  Ritual.  Ceremony  and  Performance  A Benefit  for  the  Peace  and 
Dignity  Journies.  1992  Endorsed  by  SAIIC 
Part  of  Rock  Against  Racism  $7  885-4749 


March  8 
7:30  pm 
New  College 
777  Valencia  Street 

International  Women  s Day:  Wild  Women  Don't  Have  the  Blues 

The  program  will  feature  classic  women's  blues  made  famous  by  the  founding  mothers 
of  the  genre  - Ma  Rainey,  Bessie  Smith  and  Ida  Cox  The  concert  is  being  produced  in 
association  with  the  New  College  Jazz  Studies  Program  and  Community  Action  Journal 
"Wild  Women  Don't  Have  the  Blues"  will  be  Sunday,  March  8 at  New  College,  777 
Valencia  St.  and  begin  at  7 30  Tickets  are  $7-10,  New  College  students  are  $5  at  the  door 
with  ID  A limited  number  of  lower  priced  tickets  for  New  College  students  are  avail- 
able in  exchange  for  helping  with  promoting  the  concert:  see  or  call  Michael  McAvoy 

(626-1694/241)  for  details 


March  11  730  pm. 

New  College 
777  Valencia  Street 

San  Francisco  Greens:  Green  talks:  “The  History  of  Third  Party 
Organizing  in  the  U.S." 

followed  by  a panel  of  local  Green  Paty  organizers  who  will  speak  on  the  history  of  the 
Green  Movement  in  the  U S and  the  California  Green  Party,  state  party  and  election 
laws,  candidacies  adn  initiatives,  community  organizing,  consensus  building  and 

activist  involvement 


March  13,  7 pm 
New  College 
777  Valencia  Street 

Gaelforce  Benefit  for  AIDS  Hospital  In  Ireland 

Gaelforce.  an  organization  dedicated  to  fighting  AIDS  in  Ireland,  in  association  with 
Integrated  Health  Studies  at  New  College  will  be  holding  a benefit  concert  of  Irish 
music  and  step  dancing  to  raise  money  for  an  AIDS  hospital  in  Galway  City  on  the  west 
coast  of  Ireland  Tickets  are  $8  General;  $6  NCOC  students  and  there  are  a limited  num- 
ber of  tickets  available  for  students  at  a much  lower  price  for  helping  10  promote  the 
concert  See  or  call  Michael  McAvoy,  626-1694  X241 
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Boxing  has  long  been  a topic  of  great 
debate.  The  recent  rape  conviction  of  former 
heavyweight  champ  Mike  Tyson  is  only  the 
latest  controversy.  Regardless  of  where  you 
come  down  on  the  Tyson  - Desiree 
Washington  decision,  the  bottom  line  is  that 
the  sport  took  yet  another  one  on  the  chin. 
Yesterday’s  champion  is  tomorrow’s  bar  room 
trivia. 

The  61st  annual  Golden  Gloves 
tournament,  professional  boxing’s  less 
rambunctious,  less  publicized  brother  in  arms, 
will  attempt  to  recapture  some  of  the  “sweet 
science"  and  innocence  when  amateur  fighters 
step  into  the  ring  at  the  Cow  Palace  March 
4-7.  The  opening  bout  is  slated  for  7:30  PM 
each  night. 

The  Mission  District  will  no  doubt  be 
well  represented. 

“The  Mission  kids  box  out  of  their 
garages,  some  of  them  even  box  with  their 
fathers.  It’s  hard  to  tell  exactly  who  will  be 
boxing  from  around  here  since  we  don’t  have 
our  own  gym  around  here,”  said  Bengie 
Castillo,  who  is  in  charge  of  media  and 
marketing  for  the  Golden  Gloves. 

One  local  fighter  who  will  be  making  his 
boxing  debut  is  26  year  old  Andy  Castillo. 

Bengie  Castillo  is  his  mother. 

According  to  Bengie,  Andy  has  already 
fought  some  tough  battles  growing  up  in  the 
Mission. 

“He  literally  had  to  fight  his  way  down 
24th  Street.  He’s  a tough  kid  and  I don’t  think 
he  ever  ran  from  a fight,”  she  said. 

Inspired  by  Rocky  movies,  Andy  began 


working  out  at  Newman’s  G /m  when  he  was 
just  11  years  old.  Ironically,  it  was  Bengie, 
now  an  active  boxing  promoter,  who  put  the 
clinches  on  her  son  and  kept  him  out  of  the 
ring,  thinking  it  would  be  too  dangerous. 

However,  Andy  came  up  against  a pair  of 
opponents  far  more  formidable  than  those 
found  in  the  ring.  “Andy  had  a previous  bout 
with  drugs  and  alcohol.  Fortunately,  he’s 
been  in  recovery  and  is  much  happier  and 
healthier  now,”  said  Bengie. 

It  appears  as  though  Andy  has  gained  the 
upper  hand  over  his  former  addictions  and  has 
been  in  serious  training  since  September  under 
the  watchful  eye  of  legendary  trainer/manager 
Johnny  Vidal,  otherwise  known  as  “Johnny 
Carnation”. 

“Johnny  is  a real  Damon  Runyon-type 
character,”  said  Castillo,  which  probably 
explains  why  he  landed  a part  in  the 
soon-to-be-  released  Michael  Douglas  film  set 
in  San  Francisco  entitled  “Basic  Instinct”. 

“He’s  about  80  years  old  and  he  needs 
help  getting  in  and  out  of  the  ring.  But  he  is 
so  sweet,  he  gives  all  the  ladies  a carnation,” 
she  explained. 

SPEAKING  OF  OLD-TIMERS... 

Thomas  Harvey,  past  president  of  the 
Over  the  Hill  Gang,  recently  passed  along 
some  vintage  boxing  clips  which  included 
some  real  gems  on  Ray  Lunny. 

Lunny,  who  fought  193  bouts,  mostly 
between  1934  and  1941,  was  known 
throughout  as  "The  Pride  of  the  Mission”.  In 
fact,  prior  to  serving  his  country  in  World  War 


PANCHITA’S  RESTAURANT 

SALVADOREAN  / MEXICAN  FOOD 
SEAFOOD  OUR  SPECIALTY 
BREAKFAST  -LUNCH  - DINNER 

2 locations  in  the  Mission 

3316  - 17th  St.  / 3091  - 16th  St.  * OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 

(4i5)  4318852  (.415)  431-4232  * Open  Friday,  Saturday  & Sunday  to  3 am 


II,  Lunny  was  the  world’s  fourth-ranked 
lightweight  contender. 

Tom  Laird,  then  sports  editor  of  The 
News,  wrote  on  May  18,  1940:  “Lunny  is 
class,  sheer  class,  and  he  was  nearly  as  perfect 
as  a fighter  can  be...  when  he  decisively 
defeated  Verne  Bybec  of  Brisbane  in  10 
rounds  last  night  at  the  Civic  Auditorium.” 

At  the  time,  the  media  played  upon  the 
Lunny  charm.  Lunny,  who  is  almost  as  quick 
with  a rhyme  as  he  was  with  a jab,  was  cast  in 
an  angelic  light  posing  with  his  mother  on 
fight  posters. 

We’re  told,  however,  that  while  perhaps 
there  was  some  truth  in  that  image,  Lunny  was 
known  to  take  a belt  or  two  in  some  of  the 
local  saloons.  With  that,  here’s  this  comer’s 
ode  to  Ray  Lunny: 

Our  glass  is  raised 

And  you  know  that  we’re  wishin' 

We  could’ve  seen  the  days 
When  they  fought  “The  Pride  of  the  Mission” 

RACK  ’EM 

The  San  Francisco  Tavern  Pool 
Association  will  begin  league  play  once  again 
starting  March  9th.  Blondies  Bar/No  Grill 
(540  Valencia),  led  by  Captain  Chip  Jingles, 
will  be  out  to  defend  their  title  while  Division 
A runner-up  El  Farolito  (2777  Mission  St.) 
will  try  to  regain  their  previous  championship 
form, 

According  to  Rich  Marquez,  owner  of 
Rich’s  Place  (1390  California  Street)  and 
SFTPA  board  member,  some  of  the  best  pool 
shooters  hail  from  the  Mission. 

“Although  he  doesn’t  play  as  much  as  he 
used  to,  Jesse  the  Barber  on  Mission  on  26th 
is  probably  as  good  as  anyone  around.  Rufino 
Gutierrez  is  also  pretty  good  He  used  to  own 
the  20  Val  Club  and  one  time  he  even 
appeared  on  ESPN  I’d  have  to  say,  though, 
that  Ricardo  Aquino  (El  Farolito)  is  the  best  in 
the  Mission  and  maybe  even  one  of  the  best  in 
the  city,"  Marquez  said. 

Marquez,  who  has  led  Rich’s  Place  to 
several  division  titles,  said  that  teams  from  the 


Brick  House  (3223  Mission  St.)  and  Nap's  III 
(3152  Mission  St.)  generally  fare  well  while 
Tip  Top  Inn  can’t  be  overlooked  since  they 
have  been  in  the  league  longer  than  anyone. 

Other  Mission  District  hopefuls  include 
Casanova's  (527  Valencia  Street)  and  Melba’s 
(3149  22nd  Street). 

Joining  the  league  costs  just  $20  Those 
interested  arc  encouraged  to  call  Gary  Speer  at 
Graystonc  Liquors  at  824-9646 

GOLDEN  GATE  GRAPEVINE 

Judging  by  the  number  of  Racing  Forms 
sold  in  the  area,  we  arc  well  aware  of  the  local 
interest  of  horseplayers  and  handicappers. 
Here’s  a list  of  soon  winners: 

Canadian  Mischief  - full  sister  to  past 
classcr  Sanger  Chief  fired  third  start  off  a 
layoff  going  long  last  year.  Her  last  one 
against  S20.000  claimers  has  her  on  edge  and 
will  be  double-  tough  at  a flat  mile. 

Nat’s  Pearlybird  - four  year  old  simply 
freaked  in  the  mud  against  older  rivals  in  his 
latest  win.  Has  abundant  early  speed  and 
looks  like  a gift  against  his  own  age  group 
provided  his  connections  don’t  step  him  up 
too  high  on  the  claiming  ladder. 

Lord  Luck  - trained  by  former  Mission 
District  resident  Bill  Morey  Probably  needs 
drop  in  class  to  show  his  best. 

Kat’s  Courage  - They  don't  come  any 
gamer  and  this  Cal-bred  trained  by  Rene 
1 Amescua  loves  to  win  races.  Stick  with  the 
hot  horse  versus  four-year-old  rivals. 

Monthly  Chuckle  (overheard  at  the 
Verdi  Club)  - “I  heard  there’s  a good  longshot 
named  Lunchtime.  He’s  going  off  at  12-1." 


TAO  YIN 

Restaurant 

Chinese  & American  Food 

Banquets  & Catering 
Breakfast  • Lunch  • Dinner 
DAILY  SPECIALS 

Open  7 days:  9:00  a m.  - 9:00  p.m 

3515  - 20th  St.  (between  Mission  & Valencia)  285-4926 


Free 

Hot 

Fast 

DELIVERY 


* 

* 


□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

OLDER-OUT  OF  PRINT-SCHOLARLY 

VALENCIA  BOOKS 
USED  & RARE 

524  Valencia  SFCA  94110 
One  Block  From  16th  St.  BART 

Bought  & Sold 

863-6829 

Open  Every  Day  ’Till’  10  P.M. 

□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 


* 

* 


^ sgr  £3os  i mi  x mm  occ: 

Wine  & beer  550-1928 

Juices  & Food  SSf)  “ /7j\ 

Toco  el  tazumal  restaurant 

Salvadorean  Cuisine  • Mexican  & Sea  Food 

frlte  NOW  SERVING  AMERICAN  BREAKFAST 
FROM  7 am  DAILY 

$3.75  Lunch  Specials  10-4  • Dinner  Specials  - Every  Evening 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 

3522  - 2 0T H ST.  (BETWEEN  MISSION  & VALENCIA) 


5^5 


‘VWt  our  HUG€  SHOWROOM  kx  the  laroect 
•eteetton  of  Bicycle*,  Parti  ft  Accenorte* Tnlf  - 


BICYCLES  BY 
SPECIALIZED  schwinn 

MiSHUU 

and  LOTS  MORE 

Huge  Selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  & Clothing 
EXPERT  & FAST  REPAIRS 
ON  ALL  MAKES  & MODELS 


MlfAfClA  CVClffiV  HOURS:  10  - 6 MON  - SAT 

1077  Valencia  (Between  21st  & 22nd)  550-6600  io- 4 Sunday 


LEARN  ABOUT 
ASTROLOGY 
from 

ROBERT  COLE 

This  is  your  chance  to 
connect  with  an  old  pro 
and  to  learn  his 
cherished  secrets  about 
astrology.  For  $150  you 
receive  10  - 1 hour  cas- 
settes, a student  course 
manual,  unlimited  free 
natal  charts,  and  per- 
sonal or  by  phone  tutor- 
ing from  Robert  himself. 
Call  (415)  558-8004  to 
register 
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LOOPERS  GET 
A REPRIEVE 


BULLET  DODGERS  LEROY  AND  KATHY  LOOPER 


by  Brian  Doohan 

The  mighty  and  the  humble  alike 
celebrated  the  dropping  of  foreclosure  of 
Leroy  Looper’s  Chateau  Agape  in  the  Mission 
by  an  out  of  state  restaurant  supplier  who  had 
slapped  a lien  on  Looper  as  a result  of  the 
failure  of  a Sizzler  franchise  in  the  Tenderloin 
The  struggle  received  extensively  media 
coverage  in  the  last  week  of  February  and 
Looper’s  attorney  Jim  Hughes  cited  these 
reports,  along  with  pressure  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  and  State  representatives  Milton 
Marks  and  John  Burton. 

The  supplier,  Allied  Sysco,  was  owed 
about  $20,000  as  a result  of  the  closing  of  the 
Tenderloin  Sizzler,  operated  by  the  nonprofit 
Reality  House  West.  Allied  Sysco  sued 
Looper,  as  head  of  the  nonprofit  firm,  and 
their  local  attorney  refused  his  offer  of 
installment  payments. 

Hughes  said  the  opposing  counsel  “didn’t 
think  Leroy  had  the  support  we  said  he  did, 
even  though  we  offered  documentation.’’  This 
lawyer  also  apparently  scoffed  at  the  prospect 
of  catastrophic  publicity  but,  when  faced  with 
a wall  of  community  outrage,  agreed  to  accept 


a payment  of  about  $14,000  and  wait  for  the 
rest. 

On  Thursday,  February  27th,  the  Sizzler 
was  opened  for  an  hour  in  the  afternoon, 
offering  the  powerful  a chance  to  support  and 
rejoice  and  the  marginal  to  get  something  to 
eat  too.  Perhaps  if  Looper  had  run  the 
franchise  with  the  hard-ass  "take  their  money, 
feed  ’em  and  shove  'em  out  the  door"  attitude 
of  certain  establishments  this  problem  would 
never  have  come  to  pass,  but  that’s  never  been 
his  style. 

Chateau  Agape  is  still  not  out  of  the 
woods,  according  to  Looper.  The  board  and 
care  facility  for  two  dozen  people  who  would 
otherwise  be  homeless  or  have  to  be  cared  for 
at  far  more  expensive  and  far  less  pleasant 
places  like  jail  or  SF  General  Hospital  is 
waiting  on  its  funding,  and  circumstances  are 
far  more  serious  due  to  Allied  Sysco’s  action. 
But  Leroy  and  his  wife  Kathy  remain  hopeful. 

"The  Loopers  have  received  national 
attention  for  their  program,”  said  State  Sen. 
Marks’  wife  Carolyn.  "They’ve  done  so  much 
for  the  community  and  for  raising  the 
self-esteem  of  people  in  Chateau  Agape.” 
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Editor: 

My  wife  and  I were  pleased  to  learn  that 
there  might  be  a festival  on  Valencia  Street 
next  year.  We  just  moved  to  the  500  block  of 
Valencia  about  three  months  ago  we  know  it 
will  help  spotlight  the  area’s  good  points 

Both  my  wife  and  I are  poets  and  hope  to 
be  involved. 

Rick  Weaver 

Editor: 

There  is  an  alarming  lack  of  concern  and 
respoase  from  the  San  Francisco  Police 
Department  and,  in  particular,  the  Mission 
Branch  Station  in  regards  to  the  growing  use 
and  selling  of  drugs  in  the  16th  street  and 
Albion  area. 

As  a resident  and  home-owner  of  a 
property  on  adjacent  Camp  street,  I have 
witnessed  daily  occurrences  of  open 


drug-dealing,  drug  use,  harassment  of 
neighborhood  residents,  panhandling  and  a 
lack  of  responsiveness  when  the  police  have 
been  notified. 

The  doorway  of  106  Albion,  even  though 
recently  screened,  is  particularly  haven  for  the 
dealers  themselves  or  those  wailing  for  them. 
The  doorways  of  Albion  and  Camp  reck  of 
urine  and  feces  and  serve  as  make-shift 
shooting  galleries. 

On  January  3rd.  1992,  a resident,  Edward 
Whitmore,  was  shot  and  killed  at  the  corner  of 
16th  and  Albion.  The  state  of  this  street  is 
such  that  it  is  unsafe  to  walk  either  on  it  or  on 
connecting  16th  Street  anytime  of  the  day  or 
night. 

As  a resident,  1 am  asking  the  San 
Francisco  Police  Department,  and  the  Mission 
Station  in  particular,  to  target  this  area  for  a 
more  obvious  presence  and/or  observation 

Christian  Muncy 


CRIME  VICTIM  ASSISTANCE 


In  the  Mission,  many  victims  of  criminal 
assaults  are  afraid  to  contact  police,  or  even 
seek  help  for  their  injuries.  The 
Victim/Witncss  Assistance  Program,  operating 
out  of  the  Hall  of  Justice  at  7th  and  Bryant 
Street  is  a resource  that  serves  both  English 
and  Spanish  speaking  people  who  have  been 
victims  of  crimes. 

“We  provide  counseling,  information 
about  the  criminal  justice  system  and  even 
escorts  to  trials  regardless  of  a victim's 
documentation  status,”  said  Elba  Eder,  one  of 
the  program's  two  staff  persons. 

“We  receive  and  disburse  funds  from  the 
State  Victims  of  Crime  Program  that  can  help 


people  with  medical  bills  and  support  for 
children  of  victims  who  would  otherwise  have 
none,"  said  Eder.  “1  have  personally 
negotiated  payment  for  funeral  bills  " 

In  order  to  qualify  for  compensation, 
which  is  paid  for  by  criminal  perpetrators,  a 
victim  must  make  a police  report,  but  the 
program  will  assist  those  who  are  normally 
reluctant  to  make  such  reports.  “I  want  to 
emphasize  that  we  do  not  pass  any  of  our 
information  on  to  Immigration  services,”  said 
Eder. 

For  help  in  a criminal  case,  or  for 
information,  call  553-9049. 
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THE  DAY  SUPERMAN  COULDN’T  FLY 


by  Al  Rose 

I saw  him  walking  in  my  direction 
from  a block  away.  He  had  a long 
flowing  cape.  He  was  dressed  in  all 
blue,  when  he  got  close  to  me,  I could 
see  a large  S on  his  chest. 

“Hey  — Superman!  — where  are 
you  going?” 

He  told  me  he  was  going  to  the  lop 
of  the  highest  building  he  could  find  in 
the  Mission.  Then,  from  the  roof,  he 
was  going  to  fly  over  the  Transamerica 
Pyramid  Building. 

I asked  him  if  he  had  ever  flown 
before.  No,  he  said,  he  had  never 
actually  flown.  He  had  made  a few 
feeble  attempts  at  take-  offs.,  but... 
ended  up  hopping  around  in  a circle, 
looking  more  like  a drunk  kangaroo 
than  a plane  from  SF  airport. 

We  searched  the  Mission  for  a tall 
building.  The  building  he  was  going  to 
take-off  from  was  not  all  that  tall.  We 
took  an  elevator  to  the  top  floor.  Then 
we  walked  up  some  fire  stairs  to  the 
roof. 

“Superman!  — 1 don’t  mean  to 
imply  you  can  not  fly  — but!  - don’t 
you  think  you  better  practice  jumping 
off  something  like  a curb,  before  you 
make  your  big  leap?” 

He  had  this  hurl  expression  on  his 
face.  The  same  sort  of  expression  you 
see  on  a Christian’s  face  when  you  tell 


them  you  no  longer  believe  in  God. 

“YOU  REGARD  ME  AS  BEING 
A MERE  HUMAN  BEING.  1 AM 
NOT  A HUMAN  BEING.  I COME 
FROM  ANOTHER  PLANET.  I CAN 
LEAP  THE  TRANSAMERICA 
PYRAMID  BUILDING  IN  A SINGLE 
BOUND.  SINCE  I AM  SUPERMAN, 
WHY  WOULD  I HAVE  TO 
PRACTICE  LEAPS  FROM  OFF 
SOMETHING  LIKE  A MERE 
CURB?” 

“Because  you  may  get  killed. 
Because  you  could  die.  You  know  — be 
dead,  DEAD!” 

“See,  my  friend,  you  are  doing  it 
again.  Treating  me  as  if  I were  some 
human  being  afraid  of  death. 
SUPERMAN  FEARS  NOTHING! 
BELIEVE  ME  MY  FRIEND,  I AM 
GOING  TO  FLY  LIKE  YOU  HAVE 
NEVER  SEEN  A MAN  FLY 
BEFORE.  AND  - WHEN  I AM 
FLYING  OVER  THE  HIGHEST 
POINT  OF  THE  TRANSAMERICA 
PYRAMID  BUILDING,  I WILL 
MAKE  A LOOP  AND  I WILL  WAVE 
TO  YOU.” 

He  walked  out  the  door  and  onto 
the  roof. 

I took  the  elevator  back  own  to  the 
first  floor.  I called  911. 

“Superman  is  on  the  roof,  and  h is 
about  to  attempt  to  fly  over  the 
Transamerica  Pyramid  Building.  Please 


help.  Send  someone  here  as  fast  as  you 
can.” 

“SURE  BUDDY.  AND  I AM 
LITTLE  BOP  PEEP.  AND  I LOST 
MY  SHEEP.  AND  I DON’T  KNOW 
WHERE  TO  FIND  THEM.  SOBER 
UP,  FELLOW!”  The  telephone 
slammed  down. 

I pressed  the  elevator  button  to  get 
back  up  to  the  roof.  I watched  the  lights 
blink  on  and  then  off  as  the  elevator 
came  down  to  the  main  floor. 

The  elevator  doors  opened.  And 
, there  was  superman. 

"Do  you  think  1 can  be  Superman 
and  be  content  knowing  that  I may 
never  be  able  to  fly?”  he  asked. 


I gave  Superman  my  best 
I-am-so-happy-to-see-you  hug. 

“You’re  acting  as  if  you’d  never  see 
me  again.  You  didn’t  really  think  I was 
crazy  enough  to  jump  off  the  roof.  Did 
you?” 

And  with  a hop/skip/jump  he  ran 
down  Mission  Street. 

Our  newest  resident  poet.  Al  Rose,  has 
beer  , victed  again  and  is  now  sleeping  in  his 
caf-  ..  somebody!...  take  the  Rose  Warrior 
home.  Give  him  a place  by  the  fire  and 
oatmeal,  it’ll  be  good  for  your  karma  (and 
AJ 's  car).  Call  his  car  phone  at  922-5854. 
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A full  line  of  imported  and  domestic  cheeses. 

Also  specializing  in  fresh  California  dairy 
products,  eggs,  cream,  milk,  butter 

*Laura  Chenel's  Chevre  *Belfiore  Cheese  Co.  * Sadie  Kendall  Creme  Fraiche 
* Redwood  Hills  Farms  Goat  Products  * Mozzarella  Fresca 

558-8033 

780  VALENCIA  (AT  19TH  ST) 

OPEN  MON-FRI  8anA  8pm  SAT  8am  - 5 pm  * CLOSED  SUNDAY 
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in  the  basemen!  of  25  Van  Ness.  Letters  to  ihe 
editors  of  daily  and  weekly  press,  calls  to  talk 
shows  and  acts  of  civil  disobedience  may  also 
help  Doit. 

IHE  MEDIA  AND  “NUDE  ZAPATA" 

The  local  press,  in  its  small  way,  has 
reacted  to  Richard  Talavera’s  play  “Nude 
Zapata"  (at  Mission  Cultural  Center,  821- 
1155,  through  March  8)  much  the  way  the 
biggies  dumped  on  the  screenplay  and  factual 
basis  of  “JFK”  But  Talavea's  truth  comes 
through  - Anglos,  even  those  as  talented  and 
"progressive"  as  John  Steinbeck  (who 
replaced  San  Franciscan  Lester  Cole  during 
the  Red  Scare),  really  can’t  tell  the  story  of 
such  a culturally  revered  hero  as  revolutionist 
Emiliano  Zapata. 

The  play  is  a whole  lot  belter  than  the 
reviewers  said,  much  more  worth  the  trip  to 


INTO  THE  EYE  OF  MAGIC 

is  the  title  of  a wondeful  little  opera 
played  by  Oakland's  Opera  Piccola  at  New 
college’s  777  Valencia  Theatre,  sponsored  in 
pan  by  Julian  Theatre  in  its  one  day  of  public 
performances  on  Leap  Year  Day.  The  show,  a 
truly  inter-cultural,  multi-cultural  and  dynamic 
event,  is  playing  in  schools  now,  but  will 
hopefully  return  soon  for  a longer  run  for  the 
rest  of  us. 

It's  by  and  directed  by  Susannah  Wood, 
from  a folk-tale  by  American  Book 
Award-winner  Carolyn  Lau,  with 
Choreography  by  Evelyn  Thomas  (Nuba 
Dance  Co.)  and  music  by  Gary  Schwants.  It 
stars  Melissa  and  Karthryn  Wong  and  Mission 
actor  Michael  Garcia.  It’s  for  anyone  who  is  a 
child  or  ever  wanted  to  be  one.  If  you  have 
children,  get  your  school  to  book  it.  Call 
(510)  658 — 0906  or,  here  in  the 

neighborhood,  The  Julian  Theatre.  626-8986. 
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Are  these  great  toys  or  WHAT!” 
shouted  an  adult  female  voice  behind  me  as  I 
was  admiring  the  steam  shovels  in  the  "Tin 
Toys”  exhibit  at  the  SI-  Airport.  Turning 
around,  I saw  no  one  but  a tiny  Eurasian  girl 
trying  to  open  the  case  holding  the  alligators 
Couldn't  have  been  her.  unless  I’m  in  a dream 
world  already,  I thought. 

Suddenly  the  mother's  head  popped  up 
from  behind  the  case.  She  tuned  to  survey  the 
race  cars  and  the  tin  speedway,  then  almost 
ran  to  the  trains  and  boats,  passing  the  doll 
houses,  and  on  to  the  passenger  liners  and 
warships,  forgetting  completely  the  child,  who 
by  then  was  scurrying  to  catch  up,  shouting 
for  “Mommy",  getting  lost  among  the  model 
Volkswagensand  Deusenbergs  and  Chevys. 

Such  is  the  excitement  24  hours  a day  at 
the  exhibit,  which  fills  a couple  dozen  large 
cases  in  the  runway  to  the  United  Airlines 
gates.  Absolutely  great'  And  it  ends  March 
15th. 

Take  someone  - anyone  - to  the  airport 
today  and  catch  the  fever  of  your  youth,  then 
stroll  to  the  souvenir  necktie  show  between 
the  North  and  Central  (International) 
terminals.  Pick  up  the  white  courtesy  phone 
an  dial  the  arts  exhibits  hotline  (6-7883)  to 
hear  what  else  is  on 

If  no  one  wants  to  fly  anywhere  go  there 
anyway.  A buck  an  hour  to  park  or  take  the 
SamTrans  bus  for  a buck  and  a quarter  each 
way,  from  16th  or  24th  Street  on  Potrero 
Curator  of  the  exhibit  is  our  old  Neighborhood 
Arts  buddy  Elsa  Cameron,  under  the  wing  of 
the  Fine  Arts  Museums  of  SF  - your  museums. 

What’s  next?  “Vintage  Radio!”,  opening 
April  6,  according  to  assistant  Jeffrey  Odefey. 
Call  Elsa,  Jeffrey  or  their  helpers  at  the 
Airport,  876-2416.  You  can  get  the  exhibits 
hotline  from  home,  876-7883. 


CUTTING  THE  POWER 

The  world's  a stage,  we’re  players  or 
pawns  and,  in  "Scenario  C”  of  the  city’s  Arts 
Commission  budget  sent  to  the  new  Mayor 
February  21,  the  Neighborhood  Cultural 
Centers  will  be  deprived  of  “light,  heat  and 
power”.  This  could  happen  on  an  emergency 
basis  as  early  as  April  1,  we've  been  told,  so 
the  next  time  you  go  to  take  in  a class  or 
exhibit  at  Mission  Cultural  Center  on  Mission 
or  South  of  Market  Cultural  Center  on 
Brannan,  or  to  the  Bayview  Opera  House  or 
the  Center  for  African  and  Afro-American 
Culture  in  the  Western  Addition,  there’ll  be  no 
light  and  no  heat  (of  which  there’s  short 
supply  now),  and  the  power  will  be  greatly 
diminished. 

The  cuts  came  at  the  February 
Commission  meeting,  on  a motion  by 
President  Barbara  Sklar.  But  the  vote  to  send 
this  crippling,  unkindest  cut  to  Mayor  Jordan 
was  unanimous,  meaning  that  such 
“progressive”  commissioners  as  musician 
Vernon  Alley,  writer  Stanley  Eichelbaum, 
dancer  Daniel  Genera,  artist-teacher  Amalia 
Mesa-Bains  and  planner  Rai  Okamoto  caved 
in  and  let  the  mayor  have  his  way,  an  action 
that  almost  certainly  spells  doom  to  each  and 
every  Cultural  Center  and  their  programs 
Commissioner  and  theatre  artist  Genny  Lim 
was  absent  from  the  meeting. 

Do  something!  Do  it  now,  before  the 
mayor  accepts  the  Arts  budget.  Send  Jordan  a 
note:  City  Hall  94102,  phone  554-6141.  Send 
a copy  or  a separate  angry  sign  of  some  sort  to 
Arts  Commission  President  Barbara  Sklar,  25 
Van  Ness  94102,  and  to  Board  of  Supervisors 
President  Doris  M.  Ward,  also  94102. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Arts 
Commission  (public  admitted,  if  not 
welcomed)  is  at  3.00  PM  Thursday,  March  12 
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KATHERINE  WONG  GfVES  THE  MAGIC  EYE 


the  theatre  than  some  of  the  pap  they're 
touting  in  the  dailies.  If  it  comes  to  the  real 
Zapata  story,  I rankly  would  rather  believe 
Talavera  than  Steven  Winn  or  Scott 
Rosenberg. 

The  difficulties  I had  when  I saw  “Nude 
Zapata”  opening  weekend  were  with  the 
production  more  than  the  writing.. .lack  of 
pace  and  focus  in  the  direction  by  (Anglo) 
David  Dower  and  sets  and  lighting  that  did  not 
let  one  focus  on  the  actors  playing  the  scene. 
Acoustics  in  the  MCC  Theatre,  while 
improved,  still  jam  understanding  of  much  of 
the  dialogue. 


CLUBFOOT 

Our  own  Mission  artistically  hot  item. 
Clubfoot  Orchestra,  plays  for  Della  Davis 
Dance  Company  at  Theatre  Artaud,  then 
premieres  its  new  collaborative  composition 
for  the  great  Buster  Keaton  flick  “Sherlock 
Jr.”  during  the  week  of  March  23  at  The 
Castro  Theatre.  Clubfoot,  recently  returned 
from  a command  performance  at  The 
Smithsonian  Institution  (yes,  THAT 
Smithsonian)  in  Washington,  D C.. 

Richard  Reineccius 


With  the  purchase  of  two  entrees  receive  a complimentary 
appetizer.  Offer  good  with  this  ad  EXPIRES  3/31/92 
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AH!  FEEL  TO  PARTY 


by  Robert  Leaver 

Right  now  it’s  Carnaval  lime  in  the 
Caribbean  and  Brazil.  For  months,  people 
have  been  gearing  up  for  this  annual  event  - 
practicing  their  music  and  dances  and  making 
costumes.  This  pre-  Lent  festival  started  as  a 
“grand  white  fair”  celebrating  some  Catholic 
saint  but,  with  their  "emancipation”,  people  of 
color  in  the  Americas  have  made  Carnaval  the 
most  anticipated  party  on  this  planet. 

African  music  survived  in  the  Caribbean 
but,  under  colonial  rule,  it  was  only  allowed  to 
be  played  during  festivals;  so,  Carnaval  was 
and  is  a special  time  when  people  are  allowed 
to  assert  themselves.  The  big  sound  of  drums, 
sticks  and  iron  played  in  rhythm,  the 
accompanying  dances,  and  the  call  and 
response  vocals  were  viewed  as  a spectacle  of 
lewdness  and  considered  offensive  to  many  of 
the  colonials.  To  the  African  descendants,  the 
roots  were  maintained  and  given  new 
expression. 

African  rhythms  and  dance  developed 
into  new  forms  in  the  samba  from  Brazil, 
comparsa/rumba  from  Cuba,  rara  from  Haiti, 
biguine  from  the  Antilles,  cumbia  from  the 
Atlantic  coast  of  South  America  and  calypso 
from  Trinidad  and  her  neighboring  islands. 

In  Trinidad,  hundreds  of  steel  pan  bands 
compete  with  the  best,  squaring  off  in  the 
Panorama  for  top  honors.  As  hundreds  of 
thousands  watch,  sing  along,  dance  and  break 


into  camps,  the  calypso  singers,  backed  by 
soca  bands,  compete  in  the  calypso  tents  for 
the  coveted  crown  of  calypso  monarch. 

Last  year.  Black  Stalin  was  crowned 
calypso  king  for  the  fourth  time  with  his  songs 
"Black  Man  Feel  to  Party/Look  On  the  Bright 
Side”.  However,  it  seemed  that  "Dollar"  by 
Taxi,  with  its  particularly  risque  dance,  was 
the  "boogie"  song  for  1991.  Black  Stalin  has 
an  excellent  CD  on  Rounder  entitled  “Roots, 
Rock,  Soca”  which  contains  all  the  songs  that 
crowned  him  king. 

Aside  from  its  infectious  dance  quality, 
soca/calypso  music  is  often  very  political  and 
full  of  social  commentary  or  satire.  One 
popular  song  last  year  was  "Abu  Baka  Take 
Over”,  a politically  charged  song  about  the 
attempted  coup  by  this  Muslim  military  officer 
and  his  cohorts. 

Arrow  has  a jamming  new  release, 
“Zombie  Soca",  but  he  is  no  longer  eligible 
for  calypso  monarch  because  he  is  from 
Montserrat.  Who  will  be  this  year’s  king  - 
The  Mighty  Spanow,  Charlie’s  Roots,  David 
Rudder,  Lord  Kitchener,  Baron,  Duke,  or 
some  newcomer?  Check  this  space  next 
month  for  a full  report. 

You  can  check  out  all  the  best  soca, 
salsa,  African  and  other  Caribbean  music  at 
Round  World  Music,  where  co-owner  Robert 
Leaver  and  the  Round  World  posse  lay  down 
the  hot  grooves! 


LOCAL  EARWAX 


by  Kristie  O'Rell 


URS  STEINER  (SEATED) 
WITH  BONE  COOTES 


Sunday  night  at  the  Lone  Palm  bar  on 
21st  and  Guerrero.  Paul  Davis’  "I  Go  Crazy” 
lulls  along  with  the  ambience  of  this  renovated 
neo-decor  lounge  that  is  a nest  for  the 
swankiest  of  barflies.  Seems  to  be  a trend 
with  bars  in  the  Mission,  I opine  to  my  three 
merry  companions, but  who  cares  as  long  as 
the  drinks  are  reasonably  cheap. 

I’m  sitting  around  with  (I  suppose)  a 
diverse  set  of  musicians.  Community  Music 
Center’s  founder  and  instructor  Urs  Steiner  is 
recalling  some  quirky  anecdote  with  local 
guitarist/songwriter  Bone  Cootes,  while 
Cootes’  lyrical  partner-in-crime,  klipschutz, 
nurses  a brew.  Steiner  will  be  collaborating 
with  Bone’s  band,  The  Living  Wrecks,  among 
other  guests,  in  a two-night  stint  of  classical 
music  and  stompin’,  Tom  Waits-esque  rock  ’n 
roll. 


Klipschutz  (a  pen  name;  people  who 
admit  to  knowing  the  guy  call  him  Kurt)  not 
only  co-writes  with  Bone  and  plays  the  band’s 
Manager-in-tow,  but  is  notorious  for  messing 
up  minds  with  his  satiric  poetry.  With  a 
collection  of  biting,  often  humorous  pieces  out 
on  the  streets  titled  The  Good  Neighbor  Policy 


(End  of  the  Century  Press),  klipschutz  is 
taking  his  guttersnipe  flair  to  the  stage  as  well, 
with  The  Living  Wrecks  providing  musical 
accompaniment. 

Because  of  the  immense  size  of  Steiner’s 
assemblage  (the  60-piece  Community  Music 


Center  Orchestra  will  be  joined  by  the 
40-piece  San  Francisco  Recreation 
Symphony),  Steiner  got  hold  of  the 
breathtaking  First  Congregational  Church  on 
Post  and  Mason  to  furnish  space  and  a great 
listening  environment.  What’s  more,  the 
public  will  have  its  fill  for  free  both  Friday 
and  Saturday  nights,  March  6th  and  7th 

While  these  three  gents  might  come  from 
musically-diverse  backgrounds,  they  share  the 
same  ambitious  notions  toward  the  big  Church 
event.  Steiner  has  been  teaching  and 
conducting  since  he  first  arrived  in  the  U.S. 
from  Switzerland  over  10  years  ago.  He 
returns  to  his  homeland  every  summer  to 
direct  a children’s  music  and  theater  program 
he  created  in  1981,  called  “animaione  su  le 
Piazze  ’’  He  continues  to  not  only  run  the 
CMC,  but  serve  as  the  music  program  director 
at  the  Columbia  Park  Boys'  Club 

Holding  the  belief  that  anyone  should  be 
given  the  opportunity  to  leam  an  instrument, 
Steiner  gets  capital  for  the  Community  Music 
Center  through  fundraisers,  contributions,  etc. 
that  students  help  organize.  In  return,  people 
of  all  ages  and  income  can  take  lessons  and 
rent  instruments  on  a sliding  scale  Maybe  it’s 
just  his  Swiss  upbringing  or  whatever,  but  his 
business  methods  are  dam  cool. 

The  initial  idea  of  interworking  an 
alternative  form  of  music  'isn’t  new  to 
Steiner’s  experience.  A free-forra  jazz 
guitarist  himself,  Steiner  experimented  with 
various  personalities  (i.e.  a great 

bluesman/undependable  schmoo  and  a 
moronic  gothic  rock  band)  until  mutual  friend 
introduced  him  to  klipschutz  and  Cootes. 
After  watching  The  Living  Wrecks’ 

swaggering  , a sound  that  Cootes  calls 
“Leonard  Cohen  meets  The  Cramps”,  well,  it 
clicked. 

"What’s  fun  about  working  with  these 
guys  is  they  have  a different  musical  language, 
totally.  With  classical,  you  leam  to  read  and 
perform  lots  of  sheet  music  in  context  to  the 
lime  it  is  actually  carried  out.  With  rock 
music  it’s  more  straight  ahead,  open-  ended. 
Learning  to  improvise  and  be  flexible  have 
been  wonderful  things  for  the  orchestra.  At 
first,  they  were  wary  about  working  with  a 
rock  'n  roll  band,  but  they’re  having  so  much 
fun  now,  it’s  more  like  the  band  is  part  of  the 
orchestra." 

As  a mark  of  respect  in  the  Living  Wreck 
fashion,  klipschutz  immediately  heralds 
Steiner  as  "the  Bon  Jovi  of  Switzerland". 


While  Steiner  holds  more  "credibility”  in  the 
music  arena,  klipschutz  agrees  that  rehearsals 
and  input  would  never  have  come  to  anything 
if  it  hadn’t  turned  into  a frolic  for  everyone 
involved.  "We’re  musically  illiterate,  sure," 
he  admits  over  another  Red  Hook  Ale,  "but 
there’s  an  understanding  that  goes  along  with 
it  all.  Bone  doesn’t  write  music  note  for  note 
and  neither  do  I,  but  we  know  what  we’ve  got 
when  we  hear  it,  if  that  makes  sense.” 

Combining  the  savory  styles  of  New 
Orleans  jazz  and  old  Delta  blues  with 
post-punk  jaggedness,  the  Living  Wrecks 
feature  Eugene  Babylon  on  bass,  Caroline 
Dahl  on  keyboards.  Yusef  Malenky  on  drums 
and  Jimmy  Sweetwater  on  harmonica.  I figure 
some  names  could  be  pseudonyms,  but  who’s 
keeping  tabs? 

Cootes  recalls  the  Wrecks’  studio 
sessions  with  Green  on  Red/Creatures  of 
Habit  chieftain  Chuck  Prophet.  “After 
recording  the  demo  and  having  every  ego 
ripped  at.  it  certainly  put  some  definition  in 
what  we  were  doing  Having  "C’MONM 
SING  LIKE  A MAN!!"  yelled  in  your  face 
certainly  has  its  effects  " 

Judging  by  the  jocular  ongoings  through 
the  course  of  the  evening,  here  at  the  Lone 
Palm  where  the  bartender  comes  to  you,  it 
doesn’t  take  much  foresight  to  imagine  what 
an  uncanny  event  will  take  place  March  6 & 
7th  IN  A CHURCH,  better  vet! 


Steiner  conducts  the  entire  performance, 
taking  it  all  to  the  hilt  with  the  orchestra’s 
first-time  presentation  of  Mahler’s 
“Symphony  #1”  For  one  hundred  amateur 
musicians,  this  piece  is  extremely  challenging 
since  it’s  an  hour  long.  Steiner  anticipates 
more  events  on  wider  scales  and  hopes  that, 
ultimately,  the  mixing  of  music  and  free 
charge  will  abolish  the  traditional  associations 
of  an  elitist  environment.  'Then,  when  we  get 
'em  all  in.  we’re  going  to  lock  the  doors  so 
they  have  to  listen  to  us,”  says  klipschutz. 

Who  knows?  After  this  gala  affair,  wc 
may  find  a regular  thrash  pit  at  the  SF  Opera, 
if  the  city  really  wants  some  cultural 
exchange. 


The  COMMUNITY  MUSIC  CEN  TER  is 
located  at  544  Capp  Street,  between  21st  and 
22nd.  Call  647-6015  for  more  information 
The  FIRST  CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH  is  located  at  432  Mason  Street  (at 
Post)  in  San  Francisco  Doors  for  the  event 
aforementioned  will  open  at  7 PM  with  shows 
starting  at  8 PM. 

BONE  COOTES  will  also  be  performing 
Friday,  March  14  at  SPIKE’S  SPEAKEASY 
CAFE,  located  at  139  8th  Street  (near 
Mission). 


SUSHI  CAFE 

Country  Station 
Modestly  Priced 


OPEN  MONDAY  - SATURDAY 
LUNCH  12:00  - 4:00  • DINNER  5:30  - 10:00 

SUNDAY  CLOSED 


2140  Mission  Street  Between  17th  and  18th  (415)  861-0972 


Good  Vibrations 


BOOKS  AND  TOYS  FOR  CROWN  UPS 

We  carry  the  these  Spanish-language  books  on 
sexuality  for  women,  parents  and  kids: 

Hablemoi  Acerca  del  s-e-x-o 
Periodo 

El  lenguaje  de  la  iexualidad  para  la  mujer 

As  well  as  our  fascinating  collection  of  sexual  self-help 
and  erotic  books,  videos  and  playthings. 

1 21 0 Valencia  (between  23rd  and  24th  Streets) 

Open  7 days  12-6,  Thurs.  12-8,  550-0827 


& NO 
0/1  GRILL 


V 


A Cosmopolitan  Neighborhood  Bar  In  The 
Heart  Of  San  Francisco's  New  Bohemia 

540  Valencia  Street  (between  16th  & 17th  St.),  San  Francisco 
864-2419  • Open  1 lam  to  2am 


Hideaway  Blues  Band  • Saturdays  9pm 
Elgin  Park  Jazz  Quartet  • Sundays  4-7pm 
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by  Jacqueline  Elizabeth  I.eialicn 

\A^omen  cry;  we  know  ihis  about 
women.  The  other  day  I got  all  the  tell-tale 
signs:  quaivery  voice,  teary  eyes,  and  a certain 
specchlessncss  caused  by  a voice  drowning  in 
the  urge  to  weep.  There  arc  certain 
assumptions,  misunderstandings  about  why 
women  cry  passerby  might  have  thought  of 
the  scene:  there  sits  another  emotional  woman 
The  odd  thing  about  crying  is  that  even 
women  Tight  back  the  tears;  it's  something  to 
be  shushed,  even  in  women;  and  hardly 
anyone  asks  why,  especially  with  women. 

The  other  day  a friend  told  me  that  a ten 
year  old  girl  she  knows  was  one  of  two  girls 
who  tried  out  for  a Little  league  team.  Not 
only  had  she  practiced  for  months,  she  did  so 
with  her  mother's  encouragement  She  made 
the  team;  she  wants  to  play  in  the  majors.  So, 
one  could  assume  these  tears  of  mine  were 
from  joy,  typical  of  a woman  But  no;  that 
wasn’t  the  reason  for  the  tears. 

When  I was  a ten  year  old  girl,  I played 
baseball;  I was  a short  stop  and  a slugger.  I 
was  the  only  girl  on  our  sandlot  team-  so  I had 
to  be  good,  better  than  good  In  those  days,  I 
was  called  "Jackie”.  I felt  proud  of  that  name 
and  convinced  myself  that  I was  named  after 
Jackie  Robinson  Me  was  my  hero  because  I 
figured  if  he  could  be  a Black  man  and  get  to 
play  the  majors,  I could  do  the  same  as  a girl 
I had  a vision  bom  of  my  innocence. 

I played  hard,  not  so  much  for  gain  or 
goal  as  for  the  love  of  playing:  running  with 
swift  feet,  flying  with  delighted  desire, 
catching  with  sure  hand  Gawd  I loved  to  hit 


the  ball  solid  and  watch  it  sail  along  a perfect 
arc  or  zing  straight  through  space,  launched  by 
my  strength  and  heart.  I loved  the  fantasy  of 
playing  to  a crowd,  the  reality  of  doing  my 
personal  best,  the  hope  of  exhausting  myself 
with  the  challenges.  I had  only  one  problem 
The  problem  was  my  being  a girl  (now 
don’t  bother  to  ask  me  why  women  suffer 
from  a lack  of  self  esteem;  we  get  a lifetime  of 
similar  messages).  My  mother  forbade  me  to 
play  baseball  (it  was  too  dangerous,  too  dirty, 
too  rowdy  especially  playing  with  the  boys). 
Little  League  was  off  limits  to  girls;  and  the 
majors,  well...  it’s  a boy's  sport  (no  one 
mentioned  Amazons  at  times  like  this).  So  in 
high  school  and  early  college,  I learned  to  play 
softball  (the  girls’  sport)  and  even  like  it.  But 
I never  loved  it;  I wasn’t  exhilarated  by  the 
game  Hitting  a softball  is  to  baseball  what 
kicking  a medicine  ball  is  to  soccer.  In 
baseball  a hit  ball  makes  a sharp  crack  sound. 
In  softball  there’s  a dull  thud;  the  ball  doesn't 
sail,  fly,  soar.  Softball  wasn’t  my  vision;  it 
was  someone  cl  se  ’ s i mage 

So  I cried  because  at  the  age  of 
forty-four,  the  loss  of  and  separation  from  that 
vision  is  still  a painful  remembrance.  The 
tears  flow  through  me  to  dilute  the  bitterness 
of  a dream’s  denial . The  voice  quaivers  with  a 
disappointment  that’s  long  been  silenced. 
Overall  there’s  a deep  sorrow  for  a vision 
dimmed,  a passion  diminished,  a purpose 
prohibited  by  rebuke  and  rebuff  of  my  gender 
There’s  also  the  relief,  release  of  crying 
because  there’s  hope  for  womankind  Here’s 
another  generation  of  girls  whose  innocence, 
grit  and  ability  says  in  the  face  of  all  odds:  I 
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GIFTS  OF  THE  GODDESS 

Sacred  Arts,  Crafts,  and  Supplies 
Books*Candles»Incense 


4 

m 
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i Sacred  Arts 

Candles 
Incense 
Books 

973  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco  CA  941 10 
9415)  647-8406 
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CASA  VALENCIA 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent  in  the 
sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms. 

Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities 
included,  except  telephone. 

Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 

For  more  information  call  552-0825 


want  to,  therefore,  I will  My  hope  is  restored. 
I wish,  cheer  for  their  effort  to  sprout  from  the 
ground  of  my  experience.  1 water  these 
seedlings  with  tears  so  that  they  may  grow 
into  tall,  strong  women 

With  my  self  cleansed  and  my  eyes 
cleared,  I have  a new  vision.  One  day  I'll  sit 
in  the  stands  of  a ballpark,  munching  the 
obligatory  hot  dog  with  mustard,  relish, 
ketchup  and  onions.  I’ll  watch  a player  hit  a 
baseball  that’s  inspired  into  that  unique, 
elegant  long  arc;  sailing,  soaring,  flying  into 


the  stands.  In  that  moment  I’ll  cheer  with  the 
remembrance  that  baseball  isn't  about  crotch 
grabbing,  tobacco  spitting  and  little  rich  boys 
who  crash  expensive  toys  in  fits  of  rage  This 
is  a game  of  grit,  patience,  heart,  passion.  A 
woman  will  show  all  of  us  that  the 
manifestation  of  any  dream  is  possible;  we 
need  only  to  will  it,  persist,  never  settle  for 
less,  accept  no  limitations  This  time  I'll  cry 
because  image  will  be  supplanted  by  vision. 
The  world  will  be  as  we  dream  it  if  we  only 
dare  to  envision  it. 


LA  BARCA  TAQUERIA 

Special  Saturday  & Sunday:  MENUDO 

Best  Burritos  in  Town  ! 


Mi rwr - 


Shrimp  Cocktail 

Carnitas 

Beef  Soup 

Tostadas 

Flautas 

Chile  Relleno 


2367  Mission  St.  S.F.  (19  & 20, 
OPEN  10-10 

821-3577 


BEST  SELECTION  OF 
NEW  COMICS  IN  THE  U.S.A. 


FEATURING  THE  WORK  OF  EVE  ARMAGEDDON 

S.F.  COMIC  BOOK  COMPANY 
3335  - 23rd  STREET 

(BETWEEN  MISSION  AND  VALENCIA) 

(415)  550-9158  Noon  - 6 Closed  Sundays  ] 
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JaN  OXeNBeRG 


'A  GEM  QUALITY, 
SMART  FILM  IN 
WHICH  EVERYTHING 
MAKES  PERFECT 
SENSE." 

-Penelope  Mesic,  CHICAGO  MAGAZINE 

'JAN  OXENBERG 
PERFORMS 
A MINOR  MIRACLE." 

-8eremce  Reynoud,  CHICAGO  READER 


FOR  EVERYONE  WHO  HAS  EVER  WISHED  THEY  COULD  SEE  SOMEONE  JUST  ONE  MORE  TIME 


Comedy  turns  up  in  unexpected  places  in  this  voyage  into  the  realm  of  obsession,  guilt  and 
matzoh  balls.  Grandma  was  headed  for  the  afterlife.  Was  it  too  late  to  get  to  know  her? 

From  a 1 950's  movie  palace  to  the  psychiatrist's  couch,  from  the  Lone  Ranger  to  the 
Holland  Tunnel  to  outer  space,  Oxenberg  blasts  off  on  an  urgent  search  for  answers  to  the 
unanswerable  questions:  "Was  her  life  really  rotten  or  did  she  make  herself  miserable?" 
and  "Who  gets  the  color  TV?" 

A story  about  saying  goodbye  to  someone  you  love,  for  everyone  who  has  ever  wished 
they  could  see  someone  just  one  more  time... 

West  Coast  Premiere  Friday,  March  6!  Must  end  Thurs,  March  18 
at  6:00, 8:00  & 10:00  (Wed,  Sat  & Sun  matinees  at  2:00  & 4:00) 


□ Thur  • March  5 

%g*&  “Sweet  16" Anniversary 

The  Roxie  Cinema  celebrates  its  1 6th  Anniversary  by  screening  co- 
lounder  Robert  Evans'  tave  John  Waters'  masterpiece,  FEMALE 
TROUBLE,  which  carried  the  prophetic  taglme  "from  sweet  1 6 to  the 
electric  chair  ' With  an  all-star  cast  that  includes  Mink  Stole,  Edith 
Massey,  David  Lochary  and  the  incomparable  Divine  as  Dawn 
Davenport,  who  lives  by  Jean  Genet's  credo  “crime  equals  beauty  " 
Directed  by  John  Waters  Color  35  mm  90  mins  1973 
THUR  at  7:00  and  9:30 

FREE  CHAMPAGNE  • SPECIAL  SURPRISE  GUESTS 
DOOR  PRIZES  AT  THE  7:00  SHOW. 


WOMEN  MAKE  MOVIES 


Fri  - Wed  • March  27  - April  1 

The  Roxie  is  proud  lo  presenl  a si*  day  lestival  celebrating  the  20 
year  anniversary  ol  WOMEN  MAKE  MOVIES,  (he  New  York  based 
distributors  ot  lilms  and  videos  by  and  about  women  Most  ot  these 
films  are  San  Francisco  or  West  Coast  premieres' 

Fn  • March  27 

SHOOT  FOR  THE  CONTENTS 

Reflecting  on  Mao  s lamous  saying  Let  a hundred  flowers  blossom 
and  a hundred  schools  of  thought  contend  this  film  is  a unique 
excursion  into  the  maze  of  allegorical  naming  and  storytelling  in 
China  Raw  sensual  and  emotional  Jell  Klass,  San  Francisco 
Chronicle  Directed  by  Tnnh  T Mmh  ha  Color  101  mins  USA 
FRI  at  6 00.  8:00  and  10  00 

Sat  • March  28 

JOHANNA  DARC  OF  MONGOLIA  Dubbedalemale  LAWRENCE 
OF  ARABIA  and  iust  as  sweepmgly  romantic,  the  film  is  a grandly 
entertaining  unforgeltable  |Ourney  Directed  by  Ulrike  Ottmger 
Color  35mm  105  mins  Germany 

SAT  at  1:00  ONLY 

TWO  BY  PRATIBHA  PARMAR  A PLACE  OF  RAGE  Angela 
Davis.  June  Jordan  and  Alice  Walker  discuss  their  roles  in  the  Civil 
Rights  Black  Power  and  Feminist  movements  Color  52  mins 
KHUSH  This  uplifting  documentary  weaves  interviews,  Indian  Art, 
dance  and  dream  sequences  with  a dazzlmgly  sensuous  soundtrack 
Color  24  mms  Both  films  directed  by  Pratibha  Parmar 
SAT  COMPLETE  SHOWS  at  4 15,  6.00,  7 45  and  9:30 

Sun  • March  29 

JOHANNA  D ARC  See  Sat  tor  description 

SUN  at  1:00 

DOUBLE  BIND.  Four  extraordinary  short  films  about  the  intense, 
ambivalent  bonds  between  mothers  and  daughters  THE  BODY 
BEAUTIFUL  Ngozi  Onwurah  24  mms  THE  AUDITION.  Anna 
Campion  23  mms  TWO  LIES.  Pam  Tom  23  mms  NIGHT  CRIES. 
Tracy  Moffatt  19  mms 

SUN  COMPLETE  SHOWS  at  4 00,  6 00.  8 00  and  10:00 


SHOOT  FOR  THE  CONTENTS  See  Fr.  lor  description 
MON  at  7 00  ONLY 

HOMECOMINGS  Two  moving  and  fascinating  documentaries  about 
conflicting  notions  of  home  culture  and  women's  roles 
CANTO  A LA  VIDA  Lucia  Salmas  8nones  48  mms 
HIDDEN  FACES  Claire  Hunt  and  Kim  Logmotto  52  mms 

MON  at  9 00  ONLY 

Tue  • March  31 

STRAIGHT  FROM  THE  HEART  Two  films  by  African  American 

women 

A POWERFUL  THANG  A day  m the  life  ol  an  African  American 
couple  who  have  reached  a turning  point  in  their  relationship 
Directed  by  7emabu  Davis  51  mms 

LAND  WHERE  MY  FATHER  DIED  A closely  observed  slice  ol 
PI. if  k ' ullur.ii  naturalism  Directed  by  Daresha  Kyi  23  mms 

TUE  COMPLETE  SHOW  at  7 00  ONLY 

DOUBL  E BIND  Sunday  description 

TUE  at  9 00  ONLY 

Wed  • April  1 

TWO  BY  PRATIBHA  PARMAR  See  Saturday  . description 
SAT  at  1 15  4 30  and  7 45 

GIRL  MEETS  GIRL  • 'lerTion  ul  le  .man  snort  films  FIRST 

COMESLOVE  • "i,  r 22  r LIFE  ON  EARTH  AS  I KNOW 

IT  ' v Mi  Don, ud  8 mm:  TRANSPORTATIONS  Amanda 
Wall-  , "iris  AGE  12  Jennifer  Montgomery  22  mms  CANT 
YOU  TAKE  A JOKE  Vik.  Dun  2h  mms 
SAT  at  2 45.  6 00  and  9 30 


" A SENSE  OF  HUMOR 
VISUAL  PLAYFULNESS 
AND  INVENTIVENESS. 
A CHRONICLE  OF 
FAMILY  LOVE." 

Dovid  Armstrong. 
SAN  FRANCISCO  EXAMINER 

" A FUNNY,  TOUGH 
MINDED  AND 
ADMIRABLY 
UNSENTIMENTAL 
AFFIRMATION  OF  LIFE. 
ALL  IT  TAKES  IS  A LITTLE 
IMAGINATION  AND  OXENBERG 
AND  HER  FILM  HAVE  THAT  IN 
SPADES." 

Jomes  Vermere  BOSTON  HERALD 
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415/252-0859  FAX  415/252-7765 
EXAMINER  I - Design  & Printing 
3690  1 8th  Street  <>  Comer  with  Dolores 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 10 


Invitations 

Weddings  <>  Graduations  <>  Special  Events 


Flyers  <>  Invoices  <>  Statements  <>  Resumes 
Logos  <>  Full  Color  Business  Cards  <>  Envelopes 
Stamps  <>  Brochures  <>  Newsletters 


1000  Business  Cards* 

$35.00 


*.  Black  Ink  . White  or  Beige  paper 
. Logo  $4.00  extra 
. Blue  or  Red  Ink  $5.00  Extra 
Other  quality  papers  available 


Rainbow  Grocery  Inc. 
A Worker's  Collective 


over  400  items  in  our 
bulk  section 
over  200  bulk  herbs 
natural  foods  deli 
1 30  types  of  cheese 
salt  & wheat  free  items 
macrobiotics 
frozen  foods 
fresh  bread  ▲ pastries 
organic  produce 
organic  baby  food 

Grocery  863-0620 


mon-sat  9:30-7:30 
sun  11-7:30 
Open  7 days 
1899  Mission  Street 
at  15th 

San  Francisco,  CA 


all  vitamins  at  a discount 
natural  body  care 
products 
homeopathic  remedies 
crystals  ▲ jewelry 
natural  fibre  clothing 
juicers  ▲ housewares 
natural  cleaning  products 
toys  ▲ baskets 
box.  nS  ▲ magazines 
cards  A postcards 

General  Store  863-9200 


THURSDAY,  MARCH  5 

Mission  Beat  - poet  Harold  Norse, 
contemporary  of  Ginsburg,  Burroughs  and 
Kerouac  and  autobiographer  of  “memoirs  of  a 
Bastard  Angel  reads  and  reminisces  at  New 
College.  766  Valencia.  8 PM,  $5. 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  7 

International  Women’s  Day  - women 
encouraged  to  gather  1 PM,  Justin  Herman 
Plaza  at  the  foot  of  Market  Street  march  to 
Aquatic  Park,  Jefferson  and  Hyde  for  rally. 

Attention  Samba  Lovers!  - Carnaval  is 
coming...  dancers  and  percussionists  of  all 
levels  are  beginning  rehearsals  at  Escola  Nova 
de  Samba.  Beat  your  drum.  Shake  your... 
inhibitions.  Rehearsals  every  Saturday  2:30  - 
4 PM,  $5  with  a $25  registration  fee  to 
participate  in  the  Carnaval  contingent.  Call 
Escola  Nova  de  Samba,  661-4798. 


and  a Chorus.  That’s  why  they  call  it 
hallucinogen  re."  Funded,  in  part,  by  the  Andy 
Warhol  Foundation  and  the  National 
Endowment  for  the  Arts  (down,  Jesse!).  $4. 
free  with  purchase  of  the  text  published  by  the 
University  of  Nebraska  Press  (down,  Kerrey!), 
7:30  PM,  863-  2141.  Bring  your  chocolate 
vibrator! 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  13 

M.IA.  - Mythmaking  in  America  - H 
Bruce  Franklin  on  the  Nixon  administration’s 
manufacturing  of  the  POW/MIA  issue  to 
deflect  attention  from  U.S.  war  atrocities  in 
Vietnam  and  undermine  the  anti-war 
movement  at  Modem  Times,  968  Valencia.  8 
PM,  Free,  282-9246. 

Local  7 - dance  by  six  performers  at 
Footwork,  3221  22nd.  *:30  PM  (also  14th), 
$7  824-5044. 


SUNDAY,  MARCH  8 


SATURDAY,  MARCH  14 


Undocumented  Love/ Amor 

Indocumentado  - writer,  muralist,  founding 
member  of  Culture  Clash  and  Residetn  Fellow 
at  Stanford  Jose  Antonio  Burciaga  speaks  of 
his  love  of  Mexicano/Chicano  culture  and 
people  at  Modem  Times,  968  Valencia.  7 
PM,  Free,  282-9246. 

Sundays  at  Four  - one  hour  concerts 
featuring  artists  to  be  announced  at 
Community  Music  Center,  544  Capp.  4 PM, 
also  15th  and  22nd,  $3-6,  398-6449. 

TUESDAY,  MARCH  10 

The  Ten  PM  Dream  - innovative  dance 
theater  and  interdisciplinary  work  at  Theater 
Artaud  featuring  the  Della  Davidson  Dance 
Company  through  15th.  8:30  PM,  450 

Florida,  621-7797  for  information  and 
reservations. 

The  Feminine  Face  of  God  - reading 
and  discussion  with  Sherry  Anderson  at  Old 
Wives’  Tales,  1009  Valencia  at  21st  Street.  8 
PM,  $3- 10,  821-4675. 

Community  Meeting  - hosted  by 
Supervisor  Roberta  Achtenberg  at  Bayview 
Federal,  7 PM,  2601  Mission  at  22nd. 

WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  11 

Latino  Voices  in  Performance  Art  - a 
Five  day  presentation  of  the  Latino  Theatre 
Project  at  the  Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868 
Mission.  Call  821-1155  for  program 
information. 

THURSDAY.  MARCH  12 

Pride  of  Family  - Carol  lone  discusses 
her  new  book  treating  four  generations  of 
American  women  of  color  at  Old  Wives’ 
Tales,  1009  Valencia  at  21st.  8 PM,  $3-10, 
821-4675. 

Good  Vibrations  Quinceanos  - spoken 
word  performances  by  alternative 
pomographers,  leather  and  latex  fashions,  and 
belly  dancing  for  the  15th  anniversary  of  the 
Mission’s  unique  botique  which  is  being  held 
downtown,  650  Howard  at  Second.  7 PM, 
free  admission,  but  you  have  to  go  to  Good 
Vibrations  (1210  Valencia)  to  obtain  an 
invitation.  (While  there  you  can  view  and 
perhaps  nibble  on  their  new  5 inch  chocolate 
vibrator,  guaranteed  to  melt  in  your  mouth  but 
not...  anyway,  it’s  not  too  long  till  Mother’s 
Day.)  After  this,  the  only  place  to  go  is... 

Under  Cover  Agents  - David 
Levi-Strauss  critiques  Avital  Ronell’s  “Crack 
Wars"  at  Southern  Exposure,  401  Alabama. 
Ronell  finds  the  War  on  Drugs  to  encompass... 
“Madame  Bovary...  eating  and  vampirism... 
Deleuzean  modes  of  philosphy  of  the  future... 
, a Thanatorium...  Freud...  Nietzsche...  a Priest, 


Anti  Authoritarian  Biker*  Gang 
Convocation  - in  Dolores  Park,  whether  or 
not  the  police  allow  a permit.  “Long  Live 
Anarchy!  Establish  an  action  network  for 
Radical  Earth  Day  disruptas  (sic)  and 
spontaneous  mobilizations.  Form  a swarm  to 
take  back  the  streets.  Have  a good  time,  ride 
to  the  beach.”  High  Noon,  sponsored  by  Bay 
Area  Anarchist  Drinking  And  Smoking  And 
Sensuality  Society.  (*  Bikes  must  be  non-gas 
powered...  foot,  hyena,  nuclear  and  alcohol 
fueled  apparently  OK...  beans,  maybe,  no 
phone  to  confirm.) 

Celebrate  Women’s  Achievements  - 
local  women  activists  speak  out  on  the 
women’s  movement.  Share  our  stories  and 
discuss  strategies  to  move  forward.  10  AM  at 
the  Women’s  BUilding,  3543  18th  Street, 
$10-20, 431-1180. 

SUNDAY,  MARCH  15 

Whispering  Wounds  of  You  - reception 
for  installation  by  Shayne  Naudi  at 
Intersection,  446  Valencia.  Grass,  latex, 
disease  and  life  arranged  to  create  “a  rupture 
of  conflict  and  contradiction”.  1 PM, 
installation  continues  through  April  11th, 
626-2787. 

TUESDAY,  MARCH  17 

Erotic  Reading  Circle  - women  of  all 
preferences  and  proclivities  are  invited  to 
share  erotic  writing,  yours  or  someone  else’s, 
smutty  or  sublime  at  Good  Vibrations,  1210 
Valencia.  7:30  PM,  Free,  550-7399 

WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  18 

The  Freeway  Hall  Case  - political 

battery  against  women  leaders  is  the  topic  of 
an  International  Women’s  Day  event  featuring 
Guerry  Hoddersen,  defendant,  feminist  and 
anti-Nazi  organizer.  Program  at  8 PM,  $2, 
international  buffet  at  6:30  PM  for  $6  at 
Freedom  Socialist  Party/Radical  Women, 

523A  Valencia,  864-1278  or  826-8322. 

The  Mattole  Project  - artists  Julian  Lang 
and  Jo  Babcock  discuss  their  ongoing 

installation  on  the  history  of  California’s  “Lost 
Coast",  their  now  extinct  inhabitants  and 
cultural  fragments  at  Capp  Street  Project,  270 
14th  Street.  7 PM,  apparently  free,  626-7747. 
Installation  Tuesdays  through  Saturdays,  noon 
to  5 PM  through  28th. 

THURSDAY,  MARCH  19 

Black  Choreographers  Moving  - a 
symposium  on  African  Americans  shaping 
modem  dance  at  Theater  Artaud,  450  Florida. 
8 PM,  621-  7797  for  information  And  in  a 
similar  vein... 

My  Brother’s  Keeper  - a new  anthology 
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deconstructing  the  monolithic  view  of  Black 
men,  reinterpreting  Black  sonship  as  gay  sons, 
incarcerated  sons,  forgotten  sons,  prodigal 
sons  and  poets  Modern  Times,  968  Valencia. 
8 PM,  Free,  282-9246. 

Collisions  and  Transformalions  - local 
author  and  teacher  Leslie  Simon  reads  at  Old 
Wives’  Tales,  1009  Valencia  8 PM,  $3-10, 
821-4675. 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  20 

Up  To  A Certain  Point  - the  second  in 
Cine  Accion's  series  of  Cuban  films  by  Tomas 
Gutierrez  Alea,  this  1984  work  is  the  story  of 
a middle-aged  screenwriter  researching  the 
pervasive  cult  of  Cuban  machismo.  At  New 
College,  sec  13th. 

Green  Enchiladas  - (and  ham?)  at 
Centro  latino,  1656  15th  Street,  in  a St. 
Patrick’s  Day  celebration  honoring  police, 
firefighters  and  sheriffs  Noon,  $10  plus 
prizes  for  raffle,  861-8758,  “Yes  I will  eat 
them  with  a cop.  Yes,  I will  cat  them...  ’til  I 
pop!” 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  21 

Equinox  Phallic  Ritual  - two  day 
workshop  for  “reclaiming  the  connection 
between  the  heart  and  the  dick”.  Saturday 
indoors.  Sunday  at  the  beach  (weather 
permitting).  11  AM,  $50-100,  call  863-2609 
or  885-2003  for  info/reservations.  “The  dick 
will  not  go  where  the  heart  will  not  follow." 

MONDAY,  MARCH  23 

El  Caribe  - reading  by  Piri  Thomas  and 
Caribbean  poets  at  Intersection  (446 
Valencia),  marking  the  500  years  of  colonial 
occupation  in  the  Americas.  8 PM,  call 
626-2787. 

TUESDAY.  MARCH  24 

De  Amor  Oscuro/Of  Dark  Love  - 
reading  by  Francisco  X.  Alarcon  at 
Intersection,  accompanied  by  Neruda 
translator  William  O’Daly.  446  Valencia,  8 
PM,  626-2787. 

WEDNESDAY.  MARCH  25 

Book  Party  - Isadora  Alman,  sex  and 
relationships  columnist  for  the  Bay  Guardian 
signs  copies  of  her  book.  “Sex  Information, 
May  I Help  You?”  at  Good  Vibrations,  1210 
Valencia.  7:30  PM,  Free.  550-7399. 

THURSDAY.  MARCH  26 

Mandalove  - dance  by  the  Harupin-Ha 
Theater  as  part  of  Theater  Artaud’s  winter 
calendar  at  450  Florida.  8 PM  through  28th,  2 
PM  matinee  29th,  621-7797 

SATURDAY.  MARCH  28 

TV  Babies  - see  what  the  young 
graduates  of  MTV  High  are  doing  with  the 
family  camcorder  at  this  program  curated  by 
Valerie  Soc  at  Eye  Gallery,  1151  Mission.  8 
PM,  $3-5,  558-8129. 


Anarchist  Coffeehouse  - fundraiser  for 
two  new  radical  papers,  “The  Web",  an 
anarchist  newsletter,  and  “The  Instigator"  for 
dissident  SF  State  students.  8 PM  at  Marvin 
Gardens,  2865  Bryant 

SUNDAY,  MARCH  29 


Deep  From  the  Heart  of  Texas  - comes 
poet  Rolando  Hinojosa,  reading  and  reception 
at  Galeria  de  la  Raza,  2857  24th  Street,  8 PM, 
30th  & 31st  at  Intersection,  8 PM  (626-2787). 

MONDAY.  MARCH  30 

Pub  Poetry  - six  local  poets  take  to  the 
mike  at  the  historic  3300  Club  pub  at  29th  and 
Mission,  which  is  “filled  with  memorabilia 
from  the  days  when  the  neighborhood  was  an 
Irish  working  class  enclave".  Open  mike 
follows,  aspiring  pub  poets  should  send  copies 
of  their  work  to  I^ee  Hopkins  at  POB  460342, 
SF  94146  for  preselection.  7 PM,  probably 
free  with  a pint  or  two,  824-0835. 

TUESDAY,  MARCH  31 

Lord  of  the  House  of  Dawn  - reading  by 


John  Oliver  Simon,  accompanied  by  Robin 
Boody-Galgucrra,  author  of  the  bi-lingual  “La 
Selva  Subterranea"  at  Forest  Books,  3080  16th 
at  Valencia.  8 PM.  Free,  863-2755. 

Women  and  Development  in  the  Third 
World  - lecture  by  Kathy  McAfee  at  Old 
Wives’  Tales,  1009  Valencia.  8 PM,  $3-10, 
821-4675. 

ONGOING: 

Film/Video: 

“E-Missions  is  KUSF’s  cable  TV  show 
March  5th  at  10  PM  on  Channel  25,  focusing 
on  NOISE!...  noise  bands  and  noise 
abatement.  "Women  Make  Movies"  is  a six 
day  festival  (March  27  - April  1)  at  the  Roxie 
Theater,  16th  and  Valencia.  See  column  this 
issue,  pick  up  a calendar  or  call  863-1087  for 
particulars.  In  the  same  vein.  Other  Cinema 
presents  a March  series  of  women’s  films  at 
992  Valencia.  8:30  every  Saturday  night.  $5, 
648-0654  Participants  include: 

7 - Jo  Ann  Kaplan,  Glenda  Egan.  Asako 
Somii,  JenniferGentile 

14  - Amy  Harrison,  Barbara  Hammer, 
Jennifer  Montgomery.  Valerie  Soc 

21  - Annie  Sprinkle  and  Maria  Beatty, 
Cathy  Cook,  Sadie  Benntng 

28  - Ngozi  Onwurah,  Aimee  Morgana, 
Cathy  Cook  (again),  Caroline  Koebel,  Julia 
Tell. 

Artists  Television  Access  is  seeking 
videos  of  one  minute  or  less  for  its  1992  Short 
Attention  Span  Film  and  Video  Festival  to  be 
held  in  June.  Send  VHS  tape,  self  addressed 
stamped  postcard  and  $5.00  entry  free  (good 
for  free  festival  admission)  to  ATA,  992 
Valencia,  SF941 10  or  call  824-4032. 

Dance: 

Get  into  shape  for  Carnaval  by  working 
out  at  Anastacia  Studio,  587  Shotwcll.  Call 
206-1204  for  info  on  samba,  capoeira  and 
“world  beat  aerobics"  classes.  Another 
Carnaval  contingent.  Ginga  Brasil,  holds 
samba  contests  Wednesdays  at  Bahia 
Tropical,  1600  Market.  $5  gets  you  the  latest 
live  and  recorded  Brazilian  hits  and  dances 
with  the  pros  (510)  428-0698.  Yet  more... 
Afro-  Brazilian  samba  with  Conceicao 
Damasceno  Thursdays  at  Mission  Cultural 
Center,  7 PM,  call  (510)  428-0698  “Beauty 
and  the  Beast  for  Flamenco"  continues  at  the 
Phoenix  Theatre.  301  8th  Street  at  Folsom 
through  22nd,  call  621-4423  or  621-5338. 

Words: 

MONDAYS  - thrash-trash  poetry  at  Club 
Chameleon  (853  Valencia,  821  -1891 ). 

TUESDAYS  - “blabbermouth  night"  at 
Club  Cafe,  Dave  Whitaker  M.C.  invites... 
beatniks,  hippies,  poets,  punks  and  ???,  8 PM 
(920  Valencia,  821-7112).  On  March  10th, 
Linda  Strauss.  Lisa  Mann  and  Karen  Fiser 
read  at  Forest  Books,  3080  16th  at  Valencia. 
8 PM,  Free,  863-2755. 

WEDNESDAYS  - open  mike  nite  at 
Club  Cafe,  see  above  for  the  particulars. 

THURSDAYS  - readings  at  Cafe  Babar 
(992  Guerrero,  282-6789) 

FRIDAYS  - Spoken  Word  Savages  at 
Cafe  Beano,  878  Valencia,  usually  late  around 
10  or  10:30  PM.  641-0235. 

SATURDAYS  - Children's  stories  at 
Mission  Library...  Baby/toddler  lapsits  to  3 yrs 
old  11  AM,  Spanish  language  story  time  at 
noon  for  younger  kids.  Free  afternoon  poetry 
at  the  Welcome  Mat,  1-3  PM.  (807  Valencia, 
647-3663). 

SUNDAYS  - Poetry  Above  Paradise,  301 
Folsom  at  11th,  8 PM,  sometimes  free, 
sometimes  not  861-6906 

Education: 

Multi  cultural  songs  and  games  for 
children  Fridays  at  La  Raza  Graphics  Center. 
938  Valencia,  648-0930  through  April  24th 
Children  5-8  years  old  3:30  PM,  9 to  15  years 
old  5 PM.  Free  clerical  training  and  job 
placement  for  low-income  San  Franciscans 
through  Mission  Language  and  Vocational 
School.  2929  19th  Street.  648-5220  for 
schedule.  Also  at  MLVS,  Saturday,  March 
7th,  workshop  on  the  future  of  UCSF,  1 PM 
Other  workshops  throughout  the  city.  Classes 
and  workshops  on  legal,  political  and  labor 
topics  through  Open  Forum.  552-2993  for  info 
and 


We  Also  Carry  a Wide  Variety  of  Latin  American  Groceries 

OPEN  7 DATS  A WEEK 

1201  SOUTH  VAN  NESS  (u  23RI).  ST.  641-0830 


Casa  Maria 

HIGHEST  QUALITY  - FRESHEST  PRODUCE 
AT  COMPETITIVE  PRICES 

R<stail  <&  Whofascde 


faMi(A1aJiLcis> 


Never  buy  a computer 
from  a store  that  won  t let 
you  use  the  bathroom.  ! 

i 


LA  PAJARITA 


MEDIA  INTERNATIONAL 

BOOKS  VIDEO 

MAGAZINES  MUSIC 

3125- 16TH  St  861-2209 


3120  -16TH  St  431-4089 


PICARO  CAFE 


- by  Robert  Cole  and  Lowell  Williams 

ARIES  (MAR  21 -APR  19): 

Wowie-zowie!  The  first  signs  of  spring  bring 
incredible  excitement  and  a wild’n’crazj 
attitude  to  the  Aries.  And,  besides,  it’s  almost 
your  birthday  time.  You’ve  got  the  glow 
You're  in  the  know.  You  are  what  the  rest  of 
us  wanna  be  Such  beauty  will  definitely  draw 
a crowd  of  powerful  people  around  you.  Such 
ambitious  people  truly  believe  that  association 
with  you  will  bring  them  success.  Have  fun 
dancing  in  the  limelight,  but  don’t  lie. 

TAURUS  (APR  20-MAY  20):  The 
spring  thing  shoots  you  right  up  into  the  stars. 
All  your  projects  are  reaching  a successful 
conclusion.  Your  love  affair  is  infused  with 
physical  and  spiritual  perfection  From  you 
point  of  view,  the  world  in  general  seems  to  be 
on  the  right  course  toward  the  New  Age.  In 
the  quiet  moments  of  this  month,  ponder  your 
hopes  for  the  future  What  would  you  like  to 
have  in  the  next  stage  of  your  life?  Gradually 
turn  fantasies  into  plans. 

GEMINI  (MAY  21-JUN  20):  As  the 
planet  begins  to  warm  up  in  the  bright 
sunshine  of  springtime,  you  find  it  very  easy 
to  leave  your  body  on  adventuresome  psychic 
trips  to  hidden  dimensions  of  happiness.  The 
thrill  of  escaping  the  heavy  and  gross 
responsibilities  of  ‘‘real’’  life  can  actually 
develop  into  a heavy  compulsion.  Now,  you 
know  how  long  you  stand  to  avoid  everybody 
and  everything,  but  you  can’t  go  so  far  as  to 
cut  off  the  connections  for  good  Regularly 
double-check 


CANCER  (JUN  21-JUL  22):  Easter  is  a 
very  special  time  for  most  Cancerians.  The 
changes  in  the  weather,  the  songs  of  the  birds 
and  the  colorful  blossoms  of  all  the  flowers 
enlighten  your  spirit  with  love  and  a true 
desire  to  give  your  lover  the  best  you  have  to 
offer.  This  is  also  the  best  time  of  the  year  to 
reward  yourself  with  a romantic,  extra-long 
vacation  to  a strange  place  in  a foreign 
country.  Go  somewhere  for  a special  Easter 
celebration. 

LEO  (JUL  23-AUG  22):  Oh  boy.  spring 
fever  will  come  on  very  strong  this  month, 
much  stronger  than  ever  before  in  your  life. 
This  sex  thing  might  get  out  of  control,  and  if 
it  docs,  use  lots  and  lots  of  humor  to  get 
yourself  back  on  track.  Your  sexual 
companion  could  be  completely  out  of  energy 
by  the  time  Easter  rolls  around.  Towards  the 
end  of  the  month,  transform  your  drive  into 
soft  and  loving  compassion.  Raise  the 
kundalini  to  a spiritual  plane. 

VIRGO  (AUG  23-SEP  22):  You  must 
show  strength  and  tenderness  in  your  marriage 
this  month  Your  husbandAvife/lovcr  could  be 
stuck  in  a struggle  for  survival  at  work  or 
his/her  health  may  be  faltering  just  enough  to 
scare  everybody  who  knows.  This  is  a perfect 
opportunity  for  you  to  take  control.  You  can 
put  yourself  completely  in  charge  and 
straighten  the  whole  situation  out  quickly  and 
efficiently.  PS:  To  help  your  companion  relax 
and  start  good  healing,  rub  his/her  feet. 

LIBRA  (SEP  23-OCT  22):  Goodness, 
now,  the  signs  for  this  month  say  that  you 


BERNIE’S 
PET  SUPPLIES 
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Your  pet  deserves  the  best 

• Fleas? 

• Science  Diet 

• Skin  Problems  ? 

• NutroMax 

• Great  Toys 

• I AMS 

• Healthy  Treats 

• Lamb-Rice  Diet 

For  the  very  best 

come  to  Berniers 

MONDAY  thru  SATURDAY  10  — 6 

864-7848 


should  be  extra  careful  with  your  health. 
Watch  how  much  you  eat.  Make  sure  you  get 
plenty  of  sleep.  And  get  some  rigorous 
exercise;  at  least  one  hour  every  day.  It  might 
also  be  the  best  time  of  the  year  to  gel  your 
annual  physical  examination.  We  recommend 
you  seek  your  advice  from  a traditional  rather 
than  a corporate  doctor.  And  you  should 
definitely  try  acupuncture,  if  anything’s 
wrong. 

SCORPIO  (OCT  23-  NOV  22):  Do  you 
live  with  any  kids?  If  so,  this  month  will  be 
one  of  the  happiest  and  funniest  you've  ever 
had  together.  As  if  by  magic, all  the 
differences  of  opinion  and  conflicts  of 
discipline  disappear  and  you  hit  it  off 
wonderfully.  If  you  don’t  have  kids,  then 
quickly  get  in  touch  with  your  old  playmates 
because  you  could  have  the  best  time  of  the 
whole  year  if  you’re  willing  to  go  on  a real 
spring  fling.  Having  fun  can  be  a spiritual 
high  too. 

SAGITTARIUS  (NOV  23-DEC  21): 
Unexpected  changes  in  your  housing  situation 
may  set  you  thinking  that  it’s  time  to  move. 
The  landlord  could  raise  the  rent;  or  rewriting 
your  mortgage  doesn’t  give  you  all  the  leeway 
you  expected.  Unfriendly  neighbors  may  have 
moved  next  door.  Any  number  of  problems 
may  surface  and  you’ve  got  to  make  quick 
decisions  and  move  on  them  before  the  month 
is  out.  When  the  dust  settles,  you’ll  feel 
perfectly  wonderful  and  the  springtime  will  be 
just  great. 

CAPRICORN  (DEC  22-JAN  19):  Have 
you  ever  considered  going  through  some 


counselling  sessions?  This  could  be  an 
excellent  time  to  discover  new  aspects  of  your 
wonderful  self  and  to  celebrate  a rebirth,  like 
coming  up  out  of  the  tomb  on  Faster.  For 
some  people,  going  to  a counsellor  has  lots  of 
negative  implications,  but  you  might  be 
surprised  how  loving  and  understanding 
counsellors  are  these  days.  Really,  you 
should  try  it  for  three  or  four  sessions.  Then, 
celebrate  Spring! 

AQUARIUS  (JAN  20-FEB  18):  The 
money  thing  becomes  the  major  factor  in  your 
life  for  this  whole  month.  Let’s  not  sit  around 
and  bemoan  the  general  economic  conditions. 
All  those  averages  don't  apply  to  anyone  in 
particular,  especially  you.  If  money  is  the 
main  topic,  turn  the  whole  conversation  into  a 
money-making  strategy.  A positive  attitude 
will  yield  good  profits  all  month  long.  So  stay 
away  from  the  doomers  and  gloomers,  and 
stop  listening  to  the  media.  Just  go  for  it! 

PISCES  (FEB  19-MAR  20):  Birthday 
time  for  all  you  magical  and  beautiful  Pisces. 
May  we  be  the  first  of  many  to  wish  you  a 
wonderful  birthday  and  tons  of  prosperity  and 
good  health  in  the  year  ahead.  You’re  going 
to  radiate  with  rainbows  of  self-  confidence. 
You  will  feel  incredibly  free  and  totally  in 
control  of  your  personal  lie.  If  you  have  a 
close  companion,  be  cautious  with  his/her 
feelings.  The  brighter  you  shine,  the  duller 
they  look.  Strive  to  go  along  together. 

For  connection  with  the  author,  write: 
Robert  Cole,  P.O.  Box  884561,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94188. 
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MING’S  GARDEN  RESTAURANT 


Open  Hours:  11:00  am  -8:30  pm  Closed  Sundays 

FOOD  TO  TAKE  OUT 

FRESH  SEAFOOD  DAILY  - SPECIALTY 
KOREAN  CHICKEN  WITH  WINE  OR  BEER 


TURN  YOUR  GARBAGE 
INTO  GOLD 


p Compost  your  coffee  grounds, 
banana  peels,  other  kitchen  scraps  \ 
and  yard  wastes  into  a rich  soil  * ' ' 

amendment  for  your  plants! 

Free  Hands-on  Composting  Workshops  by  S F League  of  Urban  Gardeners  (SLUG) 


Where: 

Cost: 

Time: 


Garden  for  the  Environment  (Sunset  District,  7th  & Lawton) 
Free 

Following  Saturday  Mornings  10  am  to  12  noon 


Mar  7 
Mar  28 
Apr  11 
Apr  25 
May  9 
May  23 


Basic 

Basic 

Advanced 

Worm 

Basic 

Basic 


June  13 
June  27 
July  18 
July  25 
Aug  1 
Aug  22 


Advanced 

Worm 

Basic 

Basic 

Advanced 

Worm 


Sept  12 
Sept  26 
Oct  10 
Oct  24 
Nov  7 


Basic 

Basic 

Worm 

Basic 

Advanced 


SLUG  Compost  Rolline— 468-0262  • Recycling  Hotline-554-6193 

Sponsored  by  a grant  from  The  San  Francisco  Recycling  Program 
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THE  BUCHANAN  ARCHIPELAGO 


good  old  U S A.  — or  at  least  the  towering 
iron  top  of  the  “Big  Fence”  that  now  separates 
it  from  Mexico...  parapets  and  gun  towers 
Slack  against  the  sun...  “to  maintain  our 
cultural  and  racial  purity"...  maybe  I'll  try  to 
sell  my  radio  in  Punktown  today. 

Of  course,  when  the  word  “resettlement" 
went  out  to  us  back  in  the  States  (how  many 
year^  ago?)  we  all  expected  concentration 
camps,  gas  chambers,  trenches  of  the  skeletal 
dead.  Instead  we  got  the  Archipelago.  We  on 
Freak  Island  fared  best,  with  hardly  any 
government  interference...  allowed  to  keep 
harmlessly  busy  with  our  bongs  and  beers  and 
open  mikes,  not  giving  a shit  what  the 
mainstream  docs  until  it  sweeps  us  away...  I’ll 
trade  my  radio  for  some  beer  and  pizza  in 
Punktown,  some  of  my  superior  hemp  and 
goat  cheese  in  Hippietown  for  a new  macrame 
hammock  to  replace  the  one  Azael  had  for 
supper  last  night. 

All  in  all  it’s  not  a bad  life  for  a hermit 
kind  of  like  Dustin  Hoffman  at  the  end  of 
Papillon.  Going  back  inside  for  the  radio 
before  the  goat  can  get  to  it,  I decide  to  smoke 
another  bowl,  and  then  another...  hear  a 
buzzing,  droning  in  my  ears  — I crawl  out  of 
the  hut  to  see  a black  horizon,  thousands  of 
black  shapes  flying  out  from  the  mainland 
An  increasing  roar  engulfs  the  outraged  voices 
rising  from  the  separate  islands  as  the  truth 
dawns,  too  late...  as  the  plans  come,  bombers, 
cruciform  and  dark.  If  I’d  listened  to  the  radio 
that  morning  I might  have  heard  the  speech 
from  Washington:  "before  this  administration 
bombs  some  foreign  country,  we're  going  to 
bomb  America  first!  — or  at  least  some 
undesirable  segments  of  it,..’’ 

An  explosion  to  my  right  knocks  me  flat 
in  the  dust,  the  concussion  flattens  all  my 
lovely  bushes,  bursts  my  eardrums  — bombs 
keep  falling — silently  my  hut  explodes  in 
flames,  goat  entrails  flung  into  the  trees,  poor 
Azael,  his  head  blown  off  — last  thing  I see  is 
his  long,  droll  face  hurtling  toward  me  just 
before  his  horns  impale  my  eyes. 

Ironic  it  should  end  this  way;  now  that 
I'm  deaf  and  blind.  I’d  make  a perfect 
Republican. 


699  Valencia  St.  (@  18th) 
552-4429 


Open  10  - 10  Daily 


by  Frank  Deadbeat 

First  thing  I see  in  the  morning  is  the 
long,  droll  face  of  Azael,  my  pet  goat,  as  he 
munches  on  my  bed  of  male  marijuana  plants. 
Sunlight  pours  in  through  the  open  doorway 
of  my  little  hemp  hut;  no  use  trying  to  get 
back  to  sleep.  I consider  turning  on  the  radio 
for  news  of  the  mainland  but  decide  against  it: 

I get  so  tired  of  all  that  tedious  political 
bombast,  and  the  local  “alternative” 
broadcasts  aren’t  much  better.  I’d  rather  fill 
my  clay  pipe,  sit  on  my  sunny  threshold...  blue 
smoke  in  the  morning,.,  two.  three  pipefulls 
and  I’m  glazed  enough  to  face  another  day  on 
Freak  Island, 

Fortunately  it  is  a large  island,  big 
enough  for  me  to  be  a hermit  here  on 
"Deadbeat  Hill”  — just  me  and  Azael  and  my 
acre  of  Sinsemilla  When  my  pipe  is  out,  the 
shifting  wind  wafts  evidence  of  the  island’s 
more  gregarious  inhabitants  into  my  hut:  a 
whiff  of  pachulie  from  Hippietown;  stale  beer 
and  leather  from  Punktown...  finally  a 
horrendous  fart  from  Azael  drives  me  out  into 
the  open.  Stretching,  yawning  on  my  hilltop,  I 
can  see  the  whole  Buchanan  Archipelago 
spread  out  below  me  on  an  azure  sea. 

The  boys  in  Washington  thought  of 
everyone:  there  is  an  island  just  for  Jews 
(originally  just  for  Zionists),  featuring  an 
extinct  volcano  capped  with  a 
yamukah-shaped  dome  — a river  delta 
branched  like  a menorah  — and  the  whole  of 
it  fenced  off  with  miles  and  miles  of  barbed 
wire  (in  addition  to  the  underwater  mines  that 
ring  all  the  islands).  The  islandic  black 
“homeland”  is  distinguished  by  a full  scale 
replica  of  the  Great  Pyramid  of  Khufu 
surmounted  by  a giant  billboard  advertising 
King  Cobra  Malt  Liquor  (this  billboard  being 
maintained  by  the  continental  government, 
guarded  by  special  troops  flown  in  from  the 
mainland  on  the  same  helicopters  that 
periodically  dust  the  island  with  cocaine  and 
bomb  it  with  40  oz.  malt  liquor  bottles). 

There  are  islands  just  for  women:  a 
Pro-Choice  island  where  the  government  has 


Tacos-Burritos-Chile  Relleno 
Enchiladas-Came  Asada-Flautas 


TRY  OUR 

WHOLE  WHEAT  TORTILLAS, 
ROWN  RICE  AND  BLACK 


built  a coat  hanger  factory;  a "more-or-less 
Feminist"  island  where  the  natives  arc  kept 
pregnant  by  enforced  artificial  insemination 
with  the  sperm  of  prominent  Republicans  (and 
kept  barefoot  by  a vicious  shoe  embargo); 


occupied  Lesbos  with  its  guerilla  army  in  the 
hills,  women  in  loose-fitting  camouflage 
fatigues,  grenades  and  Republican  testicles 
dangling  from  their  ammo  belts  (God  bless 
’em).  There  is  an  all-male  island  where 
condoms  are  illegal,  blood  transfusions 
compulsory. 


A bleak,  smoky  isle  reserved  for  Earth 
Firsters  is  a dumpsite  for  toxic  chemical  waste 
spewed  out  by  completely  deregulated 
American  industries;  no  blade  of  grass  grows 
anywhere  on  it,  sometimes  the  wind  brings 


such  a stench  from  its  direction,  poor  Azael 
buries  his  nose  in  my  dirty  sock  hamper  for 
relief.  Sometimes  the  wind  also  brings  faint 
cries  from  a craggy,  barren  rock  far  from  the 
rest,  cut  off,  barely  visible  from  my  hilltop:  an 
island  of  the  handicapped,  just  for  good 
measure. 

On  a very  clear  day  I can  even  see  the 
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Do-it  Yourself  Custom  Framing  & Gallery 


• Ready  Made  Frames 

• Hundreds  of  Samples 
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• Original  Art  on  Display 

• Layaway  Plan 

• Free  Estimates 
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11:00  AM  TO  10:00  PM 
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TAQUERIA 


3071  —16th  STREET 
Bet.  MISSION  & VALENCIA 
OPEN  DAILY 
11  AM  to  12  PM 

864-8840 
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